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Preface

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

By faith he sojourned in the land of promisejraa strange country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maissGod. Hebrews11:810

These all died in faith, not having received the psas, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded ahem,and embracethem,and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.

For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.

And truly, if they had been mindful of tretuntryfrom whence they came out, they might
have had opportunity to have returned.

But now they desire a betteountry,that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he hathrgpared for them a cityHebrewsl1:13-16

God had done somet hi ng "Helooked fdrahe pity..i whoséduitder h a moé s

and maker is God... They desire a better country, that is, a heavantythen the writer of this
letter to the Hebrewvgathers it all up into thiSHe (God) hath prepared for them a city".

The heavenly things had got such a hold on Abraham's heart that nothing else could satisfy that
heart, and because heavenly things had got such a grip on him, earthly thingsrlbsidhgon

his life. This is a very real stage or phase in our spiritual pilgrimage. | reckon that God has done
somet hing in those who are 6éborn again from
heavenly things, in some measure, become moremdar@cious. It would not be wrong to say

that as true Christians that is where most of us are now. We have come this far on a journey
where there is nothing precious that can take the place outside of the things of Christ for us.
Abraham never settled domto any thing of the natural world because God had done a deep

work in his heart. He went onward to the end of his lif&hese all died in faith, not having

received the promises".

For many of us it may be all right to dwell in a tent for a little lejtbut the time comes when we

say: 'Let us leave the teotworldly conveniences and settled lives, and let us move on to all that
the Lord has for wusbé6. Il f we are moving with
favour of our settling down lalways desires the spiritual man in us to reach forward to the

things of God. This was also the perpetual cry of the apostle Paul who shows us that the horizon
of the people of God is not the horizon of this earth. Thegeted them from afar'there vas

always something more beyond, and this is a true mark of a spiritual progress toward the heart of
God.
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The fact is that the Lord must have us always going on. We are pilgrims and strangers, which
means that we shall never come to finality here onetduith. If we are disappointed with what

we thought would be the perfect thing, just remember that the Lord is calling us on to go on to
something better. So what we have to learn is that we are called to be a heavenly people whose
ways and methods are rtbe ways and methods of this world, but that of heaven. And in

learning that lesson the Lord will take us on a journey which will end right in the heart of God.
May the Lord help us to learn what is upon His heart.

Beloved Reader, the Lord has used thesagss in this book to enlighten my eyes and set me on
the right path. These messages not only touched my heart when | heard them, but they have been
a repeated source of spiritual encouragement to move on in His purpose for my life.

BhaiMusafir
July 2013
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We Have an Anchor

This hymn reminds us not to put our hope and trust in man, but rather on the Rock, our Lord
Jesus Christ. It was written by Priscilla Jane Owens from Baltimore, Maryland. She was a
schoolteacher for 49 years at Baltimaaad a member of the local Methodist Episcopal Church.

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift and the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

Refrain:

We have anrchor that keeps the soul
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviorés | ove.
It is safely moored, o6twill the storm withsta
For oO6tis well secured by the Saviordés hand;
And the ables, passed from His heart to mine,

Can defy that blast, throé strength divine.

It will surely hold in the Straits of Fear

When the breakers have told that the reef is near;
Though the tempest rave and the wild winds blow,
Not an angry wave shallourbak o 6er f | ow.

It will firmly hold in the Floods of Death
When the waters cold chill our latest breath,
On the rising tide it can never fail,

While our hopes abide within the Veil.



When our eyes behold through the gathoéring ni

The city of gold, our harbdoright,
We shall anchor fast by the heavodonly shore,
With the storms all past forevermore.

Priscilla J. Owens (1824907)



A Hunger for the Bread of His Presence

The Scarcity of Bread

The emphasis of the Holy Spirit is to come into a place of hingyafter Him The Lord has
been underlining the need to continually maintain a posture of hunger beforeddins not get
familiar with the topic but let us be drawn to a place of actedperiencingdim. As the Spirit
convicts uslet us maintain that mbure of experiencing His Presence in these dastsus not be
found doing things outwardly for Go#leis emphasizing an inward work in this time and hour.
If we continue in a posture that only suggests an outward agreement, then we can be sure that it
will not stand for longGod wants to bringboutan inward change in owery being In other
words these are days of repentance and change, not of reasoning intelletttisafiytie for
brokenness and humilitizet us not miss His workings in our liggGod will not force Himself

on us but He will give us opportunitiesie will come into our lives with mercy and grace if we
desire to move on with Him.

In the Book of Ruth, the Scriptures show that there were two women who left Bethlehem when
there was famine and went to Moab.

Ruth 1:16 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine
in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab,
he, and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of thevastalimelech, and the name

of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of
Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the countiyiadb, and continued therénd

Eli mel ech Naomi 6s hu s &ndhediwodonérdl theyaookdthem h e wa s
wives of the women of Moab; the name of thewasOrpah, and the name of the other

Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of
them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband. Then she arose with her
daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in

the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving them bread.

Ruth 1:6 (AMB Then she arose with her daught@mslaw to return from the country of
Moab, for she had heard in Moab how the Lord had visited His people in giving them
food.

Bethlehem means th®use of breadTwo women left the house of bread and traveled to Moab.
The reason they left the house of bread was that there was adath@re wa no bread in that
house.The reality was that they went to Moab in search of bread.

In the Old Testament we find that bread was found in the Holy Place in the form of showbread.
In the tabernacle there was a table of showbrélad.bread in the templeas called the bread of
His Presencdt signified the fruit of His Presence.



Exodus25:30 (AMB And you shall set the showbread (the bread of the Presence) on the
table before Me always. [John 6:58.]

Leviticus24:5 (AMP)And you shall take fine flour and bake twelve cakes with it; two
tenths of an ephah shall be in each cake [of the showbread or bread of the Presence].

Leviticus24:6 And you shall set them in two rows, six in a row, upon the table of pure
gold before the Lord.

Numbers4:7 And upon the table of showbread they shall spread a cloth of blue and put on
it the plates, the dishes for incense, the bowls, the flagons fdrittkeoffering, and also
the continual showbread.

The table of showbread was placed in the tabernbctee house of God the bread of His

Presence was always availabiistorically it was always an indicator of His Presernene

translation oftheBb |l e t he s howbr e a dd thesmagifast Areseshce 6fshe o w u p
Lord. So it was a heavenly symbol of God in His hoUges bread talks of His Presence.

The reason why Naomi and her family left Bethlehem was because there was no bread of His
Pregnce. They left Bethlehem (the house of bread) and moved to Mbaypbegan to look for
meaning in their life somewhere el3de house was devoid of breddhe spiritual cupboards

were empty and bar@here was no presence of God in the parithgre wee only empty
shelvesThe offices in the house of God only had recipes for bi@adno breadThe ovens

were cold and dusty not being in use for many yekhis. Scriptures say that this family moved
out because of the lack of bread.

That is the conditiom f Go d 6 s h o We baveeneatlyrarrangedl shejves everywhere
but the spiritual cupboards are empkhe presence of God is missing; the pantry (or storeroom)
lies emptyBut there is no lack of recipes for making breBlde ovens are cold o dpeaple

make false claims that there is bread whereas there is noflhieig is a lot of knowledge of the
bread but when the hungry come into the hpal¢hat they geairecrumbs that are gathered

from the carpet floorThe bread of the Presence is sitig) and only crumbs are availahl®ts

of claims and advertisements are mduld in reality there is nothing substantial to feed upon.
Many words are spoken of His Presence and what He hashidnery little is said about what
He is doing presenthHis present workings are not visible and there is nothing to present to the
people.That is what is happening in Christenddtistorical thingsfrom the past are being
declared where He had been and what He had done, but the majority of Christianitpiarit
today of wheréHe isand whatHe is doing todayOh, there is nothing as the bread of His
Presence.

The Camouflage by Religious Spirits

Even in Jesus6 time, t her lehadeavsil bt behiredtinp Veibthet h a t
ark was mising. The veilwas a curtain thahade it seem that there was an &\erything
appeared as if God was t helTrhee wirtiheisnt,h oboudt itnh el e



camouflaged the emptiness by keeping thealeged though there was no ark tife covenant
behindtThe religious people in Jesusod day did
glory behind their veilReligious spirits always try to preserve something false; they try to show
forth what had beenather tharwhat is now

God may have to really pierce the veil of the flesh to reveal the emptiness in our churches.
many lives there is a neatly laid veil and every expresspliesthat the Lord is there behind

the veil, but He is not thereé.i ke i n Je s ueisd thick anel dend® aré hamnging u s
outside protecting the tradition, declaring very deceptively that He is tlherteHe is not there.

The religious spirit would always like to hold on to history even in the days of the Lord Jesus.
They wanted to preservbe knowledge of the place of the working of the Lord at the expense of
what He wasactually therworking. So also it is today.

The Pharisees and the Jews had a religious spirit that appreciated #melthe prophets but
neglected and rejected the Omko was present, the One who had come to reveal the Father.
They wanted to preserve the old things, the place wheread beebefore, allat the expense of
denying His very presence with thefthatwas®d and 83 the tragedyThat is how the spirit of
religonworksAnd today that is what i s hapheydo ng

people.These religious spirits today strongly oppose the workingaxf in the midst of His
people.

In John chapter 9, we see that the man of experience is never at the mercy of the man with an
argumentThis man said that once he was blind but now he was able to see.

Jom 9:25Then he answered, | do not know whether He is a sinner and wicked or not. But
one thing | do know, that whereas | was blind before, now | see.

The experience of a people who are living in His Presence in this hour will destroy every
argument of marPeopé can bring many reasons and argumdnisthese cannot stand against
the experience of His PresenB&ople reasoned with the blind man, many arguments were
brought before him, but he sai,lOne t hing | know, ondRemhn was
with an experience has the upper hdhde can lead people to the manifest Presence of God
then every theological house of cards will tumhbi€&od in His mercy would have a people who
would lead others to His Presence, then everything else will falTtatrefore we need to be a
people of experienc&Ve do notwantto be a people that know all about the subject of the

no

wi t
not want to be in the place where the Lord is working and where He is present in the midst of His

bl

Presence of GodL.et no one come to that conclusi@eloved the thrustofGods | nisent i on

that we may be a people of His Preseticeugh experiencdf we are being changed in His
Presence, no argument can challenge Ehagry argument born of human reason will fall flat.
The need today is for us to be those who have experienced His Presence.

People go to the house of bread (tharch) only to find there is too much of man there and very
little of God.So much of ma@ and so little of GodGod is longing to restore His manifest
Presence in a people individually and collectiv@lyat is His desireMany times we talk of the



glory of God filling the whole earth even as waters cover the s&ag.can that happen if it does
not flow out of the threshold of His churcii® hold on to the word of God, and surely He will
fulfill it, but how will it come to pass if it does not come fromsHiouse® must start from the
church and even the local church at different plag€eskiel wrote,

Ezekiel47:1 Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold,
waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the
house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of
the haise, at the south side of the altar.

Here, and in subsequent verses in Ezekiel 47, we read of a going forth from the threshold of the
house.The glory of the Lord must flow from you and me to have an effect on the whole world.
We have to be a responsilpleople.People talk of the glory of God filling the earth and they

sing the hymn declaring this truth so well, declaring it powerfully, but what is the use if we do
not realize that it has to flow out of us and out of the threshold of the House ot Gaslto

begin with us.

When people do not get bredley turn to many other thinglsook at the secalledfiChristian

countrie® where Christians predominafEhey are supposed to have brdaat they do not have

His PresencePeople turn to drugs and maoherthings, the primary reason being that the

church which is supposed to be the house of bread has no breathatellWestmany people

are turning to 6gurusdé and philosophies becau
When the bread dflis Presence is missing people will turn awaie havewitnessedhat many

have turned away from the church because the Presence of Christ was absent.

Not Satisfied with Crumbs

Naomi turned to Moab because there was no bread in Bethlehem, the houskelbisGerrible

to turn to something elséor it will not bring us anything goadt will only result inloss.That is

what we se@ people turingf r om Godds house 4 bouttheyeonlyfindh of som
things which ando them no goodNaomi andherfamily had lost many thingd'heir family had

been robbed of the vitality of lif@ndtheyfound themselvem a place of gloom and sorrow in
BethlehemThat is what we see all arourthe house of bread does not have braad that is

the condition othe mainline church todayhe tragedy is that even those who call themselves

believers have nothing but crumbs on the carfiet. cupboards of the churches are emphg

bread of His Presence is missing.

Ruth 1:6Then she arose with her daughters in ldwat she might return from the country
of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his
people in giving them bread.

Ruth 1:6 (AMB Then she arose with her daught@mslaw to return from the country of
Moab, for she hatteard in Moab how the Lord had visited His people in giving them
food.



It is encouraging to see that Ruth and her family heard that they could get bread ilAMoab.
rumorof there being bread in Moab readtbeir earsThis shows that when the bread heal
arrives it spreads to other3he news reaches otheand the hungry will comaVhen the real
bread is availablehe hungry will flock to itWe do not have to use promotional and marketing
tricks. When the bread is really available in the HousBrefad the hungry will flock there
without any kind of advertisement.

Today we find a Christianity that is given to advertisema@ntenormous amount of money is
spent so that peopleilattendthe meetings and crusad&sit when people come to the
meetngs all that they get are crumba/hen the bread of His Presence is there in the House of
His Presena® the church, then the hungry will come and there will be no need of any kind of
marketingschemesThe hungry will be drawn to His Presen@mly peoplewho are hungry for
God will come and those who have appetites for other things will not caeteus have a deep
hunger for His Presence and not for any other thiigen the bread is really prese@tp d 6 s
people will know and they will flock to His Prasee.

There is much more of God that is available than what we have known 3bdaefore let us be
in a place of hunger and yearning for His Presefbe.tragedy is that we get satisfied so
quicklyd and this is so dangeroud/e lack a desire to press tunther because we get satisfied
easily.Let there be no complacency in our hedrés.us not come into a place of contentment to
any degree, or of the need for relaxatiBat let us press on further, pressing on for the whole
loaf of breadGod in Hismercy is moving and working in our midSthereforelet us not be
content, but g for the abundant loaves of nourishimgad from the oven of heaven that God is
offering to usLet us be open in our heart$e has prepared a great table of His Presendda

is bidding His church to come and dine with Hide is offering the whole loaf of bread to His
people and He is inviting His church to come and dine with Him.

But where are they who would respond to Him in this hauvien we would seek Him and press
on in the direction in which He is taking,@d when we would press on to take the bread of His
Presence, the hungry will come.

When Naomi rose to return to the house of bread, someone else went along viNdmonais
hereas the picture of thprodigab one who returned to the house having drifted a\Bay.we
see that when this prodigal returned, someone came along witmherdy Ruth. She never
knew the living God and she was unsaved, having nothing to do with the house oBhbitead.
when Naomreturned to the house of bread, Ruth went along with her back to the house of
bread.That is thrilling! When the bread is available in the house, manyretilirnas well as
others who have never known Christ bef@gked thisyoung womarkRuth who came d the
house of bread for the first time, never drifted away but made it to the end.

Ruth 1:16And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee: for whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou lodgest, | will lotlgepeople
shall bemy people, and thy God my God.



Look atR u t detesnination!At the news of bread arriving at the house of Gbere will be
many Orphas who would never make it to the house of Batdon the other hand, when the
bread of His Presenceasailable in the House of Bread, there will be a returning of those who
had driftedaway,and there will be new ones who will be broughiith them This is

happening in some measufde Lord will integrate some into the fabric of the local church
evenhere such aBappened t&uth. It will happen as soon as they taste the bread of His
PresenceGod is bringing some Ruths into the house of Gaidthey have heard that bread is
coming to the housé\s a resultthey will be integrated directly into the hou3diis brought me

to tears as | meditated on thihere are some who have been coming to this church for many
yearsnot recognizing the bread of His Presencat tRere are those who have heard that the
brea of His Presence is hesrand tk moment they camendtasted the bread of His Presence
they were integrated into the fabricThsis t he B
the work of God undoubtedljor He is no respecter of persofthhad arisen from her sorrow
and she came to the house of G see that she made it to the end in His purpdsed.is

very encouraginglhe Lord is doing this work in some small measure in our pstl also see
that a greater measure of His worKlwe done in the days ahead.

The Full Loaf of Hot Bread

Let us long for the full loaf of hot bread from heaven; the hot bread of the Presence of the living
God.Our cry should be for the Lord to break forth in our life and inour midet.t us say, i L
we are tired of hearing of where ybad beerand what yolhave done we want to see where

youareand want t o beholethisyoawst mondecsry dfagie. Godob s
are tired of hearing abboyduknovwtleat Godhagsinds hi st or i
grandchildren®odonly has children As His childrenwe ought to experience His preserite.

i's not the former gener at i onWesmushavp aholyence t ha
dissatisactionwith history and come into a strgmeryfor the presenpresence of the LordVe

are not called to recite what God did in the pbst God has called us to experience His

visitation and His presencket nothing take the place of His visitation and habitation.

We know that Ruth was finglljoined to the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Chrisis Moabite

woman was brought into that by the Lohd.other wordswe can say that future royalty depends
onourhungeand our response to Godoés .iThewiuteat i on t o
coming of the King is tied up with the hunger of His peofleday the majority are satisfied,

contenf and happy with their activities, their music, their worship, their new songs, their bible

studies, fasting prayers, special meetings, discipleship training, conventions, outreaches and all

the other activities that they take partTiis is what is seetoday, almost everywhere.

In the midst of this, God has His true remnant who can never be satiddiep within they

know that there is more of Him that they have ever saeaithey mustlay hold ofand come

into the good of such realityrhere is moref Him that they are hoping foHe will become their
obsessionHe will be thér only obsessioa nd t hey wi | |, andlavgnt mofelandwa nt  (
mo r e o fThathHwill e their cry before the Lord.



Thoughthe majority will be happy with junk foodgn by Satan to kegpemsatisfied with

earthly prosperity, there will be a few who will hunger for the real bread of His Predénce.

doubt people receive blessings from God, but we should know that the enemy often comes to

deceive and to destroy andkifl. People say that God has blessed them mightily and they want

nothing more; they are satisfied with whatever they have recevedn er s s ay, nGod g
everything and Andé&ere aae ye otleerd who ara quickhta asknowledge that

God has met every need of theiEarthly prosperity seems to be the way that the enemy has

pacified many people and kept thénmm the bestln the realm of the Spirithey are paupers.

We hear a lot about something caleed p r 0 s p e r iTHeysaygoa cap getl whatever you

want.Only name it, claim it and receive There are only three steps to prospetltgy sayBut

where is the bread of His Presenéef@mnant is crying in the earth for more of the Lord and

His life. They say that they only wia God and that nothing else can take His plabey say,

ALord our eyes are u@on that whole | oaf of br

Counterfeitan and of themselves can include the real thing, but also will ingludefood

which merelysatisfiesthe fleshi but onlytemporaily. How hungry are you in realityi?et us

remove the veil and check our livébwe are desperately hungry for Himve will forget all

other thingsA hungry man even forgets the need for good mantiensg are really hungrywe

will forget all religious mannerismsNe will be liberated from thsekinds of outward thingsDo

you know the difference between liturgical worship and charismatic or Pentecostal wamship?

the former, worship is done according to a printed programd in the latteiworship isoften

more or less memorizeBut we need to be liberated from every kindalfgiosity. May we

come into a true hunger for His Presence! That is what is happens when the Ruths are integrated
into the House of Bread.

In the New Testamemve mwme across instaesof people who forgot about religious
mannerisms andiscoveed howtherr lives could betouched by His Presence.

Matthew9:20-23 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood

twelve years, came behihim, and touched the hem of his garmerr she said within

herself, If | may but touch his garment, | shall be whBlg. Jesus turned him about, and

when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.

And the woman was m@ea whole from thathouAnd when Jesus came into
house, and saw the minstrels and the people making anoise

Other accounts of this incide(ark 5:30 and Luke &gll us that Jesus was surrounded by a
crowd and Jesuaskedi Wh o t o u k & & diem Yvas @ woman with no religious
pretense whdocused onlyontouching Him.

Matthew15:2228 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O LtrduSon of David; my daughter is
grievously vexed with a deviBut he answered her not a word. And his disciples came
and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth aftButse answered and



said, | am not sent but unto the lost sheep ohthese of IsraelThen came she and
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help nBut he answered and said, It is not meet to take

t he chil dr en 0 sttoldogelAandishe said) Trutht, Loord:g/et the dogs eat of
the crumbs which fall from their mastérs t dhen Jesus answered and said unto her,

O woman, greais thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour.

Here we see another woman who came to the Lord having faced rejection from manyfbthers.
disciples wanted to send her away, but Jesus did not allow\kadee that she kept on begging,

she persisted, she would notdgand in that way shmay have appeared as quiteleand

pushy Though sheould easily have beenn s ul t ed by mdnthreverde@6, shé s st at e
persisted and was not offended in her hezine was desperately hungry for the bré&ite

refused to feel insult and forgot all religious margras and custom&he had a focused cry

before the LordShe persisted and finally sheceéved the bread for which she was desperately

hungry.

Are you desperately hungry for the Lor@iRe question ishow much of Him have you received
and possessefre you after something counterfeit or are you after sometjmgiine and

original in Him?Are you caught up with a mental géia desire for information, knowledge and
facts? If you turn from a religious pursuit, but instead allpowur inner maro hungerfor the

living God, then you will never be tiremt worn outi nor will you be disappointk The more of

Him you receive, the more you will hunger for Hilrhis may seem like a paradox, bhist

bread of heaven is different from the bread available in the ddridbread causes you to be
hungrier after you have eatenlitcauses a greateppetite.This is the quality of the bread of

His PresenceThis was true of the apostle Paul, for the more he experienced His Presence, the
more he hungered and cried out for HiHe cried, i That |  ma yrhikismotw Hi m. 0O
something that will bring menitgain; it is not a religious pursuithis needs to be the cry of our
heart in these days.

Let us pray thaa greater desire for the reality and presendgauf will grip us in these days,

that we will all cry out for a greater measure of His Presenaettik bread of His Presence will
become a reality, that we shall become obsessed with the bread of His Presence, no matter what
it will cost, however inconvenient or costly it may het us not be troubled by the opinions of
men.Let thedesireof the Lad to reveal Himself to, in and through us to a greater and greater
degreebe the only governing factor in our lives.

One thing is sure, that such a people as the remnant will have no place in the Christianity of
today.They will be apprehended of God ameleply yearn for His Presence in this hddww

hungry are you for the Presence of the Ldfd®u are truly hungry for the Lord, you will elbow
your way into His Presenc¥ou will be like the woman who cried and yelled until she received
the breadThatis the only way that the bread can return to the house oflG@d.want this

house to be the bread of His Presence then we must cry out and seek His face, despite every
insult. She was determined because she was desperately h@ogryill not deny such a



people.When the bread of His Presence returns to the House, the Lord will bring the Naomis and
the Ruths to the house of God.



God’s Call for Intimacy

A Mountain of Decision

We need to be a people who really seek after the inaittbse dayd.et His people not miss
whatever He has for His peoplée isfavoringthose who would seek after Hitret us seek His
presence more than any other thing.

The church today can be likened to the children of Israel in the wildeffftesshurch has made

it to some distance in Godobébs purpose across

aheadWe could say she has come haHy in the journey across the wilderness aoa has
come to a halfThe church is camped at the foot of Nib&inai much like the children of Israel
in the Book of Exodus.

When the children of Israel came to Mt Sinai, they were called to make a very important
decision.In our walk with the Lord, we have also reached a point where we have to make a
decision.lt is a matter of whether we will go in with God or whether we will move away and run
from the presence of God.

Exodusl9:4-6 Ye have seen what | did unto the Egyptians, reovdl bare you on
wings, and brought you unto mysébw therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and

keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all
the earthis mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These
arethe words which thoshalt speak unto the children of Israel.

The Lord said to His people that they would be unto Him a peculiar pedifgeally a special
treasurei anda kingdom of priestsThis is New Testament language on the pages of the Old
Testamentln the New Testament we read of similar word$ Reter2:9 fiBut ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the
praisesof him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellousdight:

The children of Israel were given an obvia@pportunityof coming to a new level of intimacy
with God.They were saved from sin, they were under the atoning blood of Christ when they
came out of Egyptand they were baptized in the Red Sd#ey had egerienced the delivering
hand of Godbut here God conveys His deep desire to bring them into a place of intimacy in
Himselfwhich they had never known before.

We alsohave come to a mount of decision in our livd& can be content with burning bushes
ard rejoice over past encounters with God when we were born &gainan be satisfied with
God-carved tablets of commandments thag¢akof fresh revelation, wisdom or understanding
that the Lord may have given to us in His woik can be satisfied with mg miracles that we
have experienced in the paBut as in the case of Israel, these are the days we need to come to
the mount of decision in our live&od in His mercy has pulled us out of sin and out of the world
and He has begun to make a people éusoThat is what the journey in the wilderness was

t



aboutGod was maki ng a p dmtimées@astovatere not a péople, bup@od p| e 6 .
is making us a people of God.Wh i ¢ h i mwerénotimpeopbeabsdte now the people of
God: which had not obtained (InfRete2:d0) but now ha

What kind of people were the children of Isra@ldd took slaves and menial servants who had
no seltesteem and He placed His own character in thésrpla@d His own name on them and
called them to be His peopM/hat a tremendous work of Gade pulled them out of Egypt so
that He could make a people out of them

The Lord brought the descendants of Abraham to the foot of Mt Sinai and that was no easy job
even for the LordA great number of people with difieg thoughts and ideas had to be molded
toHswaysEven when they came out and felt hungry,
Him for their needslnstead of that they murmureaeshd complainedo Moses.That was their
attitude.God did not desire them to die of hungaut He wanted them to seek Him for their

bread that they may come to God fall their needsGod caused them to hunger that they

might come tdknow that mardoesnot live by bread lane.He wanted them to know Him as

ther sustainer, provider and keep&od had something better for the children of Isr@at. they
berated Moses and told him how gdbdy had it inn Egypt,in spite of it beinghe place of

their bondageThe tragegt was that they did not pray to Gdult insteadasked Moses to pray to
Godon their behalfThey had a privilege to go to God and ask of Him, but they did not use that
privilege.

Again when there was a water shortage, they entreated Mosdid Inatt sek the Lord.They

blamed Moses for thnpossiblesituations they faced and called him an unspiritual maey

blamed him for not being concerned for their welfareey cornered Moses to complamhim

instead of seeking Godt.is so true that many belers today do not seek God for themselves.

They wonét go to God for t he itsrtothirdeaddrsNonebfut i ns
usshould be like thator we have a great privilegend opportunityf adirect approach to God;

a privilege that should never be forfeit&hch one of us hdke privilege of knowing God as

ourvery ownsustainer and providelet us not be those who go and ask their leaders tof@ray

them soGodwill satisfy their needs.

Israel always shied away from their responsibilitiesey were called to seek God and know

Him, but they were unwillingGod had such better things for th&more than eating and

drinking. And as we see Israel at the foot of Mount Sinad, might imaginégsod sging to

Hi msel f, Al f | can take them past this mount a
purposedor them ®hey were unwilling to move on in the purposes of Gautely it was a

place of decision for them.

Called to a Place in Him

The saddest thing in the Book of Exodus is thagtioeip ofpeople whom God had brought out
of Israelwasnot thesamegroup that God tookto the land of promisgexcept for only twd
Joshua and Calelpomething happened at the foot of Mt Sitand had called them and made



them a nation for the first time in their histore called them to a place of blessing, and to a

place of change, but they never wanted tange first placeThe blessing that God had for

them was not just a piece of restate in the promised land, but they were called to a place in

Him. God called them to a promised place in dira promised place of intimacy with HirHe

called them tdheplace of a covenant with the Creatdhis was never offered to any other

people orthe earthThey were called to come into a place of intimacy withrtG®dd it was

something unique and special, for God had not extended this call to any other Peatie the

secret of the secret plackhe Lord calls His people to Himsélfto be a pculiar treasure and a
kingdom of priestsunto Hiseli Thi s was Godods original plan for

Exodus19:1613 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them
to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clotAes| be ready againshe third

day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount
Sinai.And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to
yourselvesthat yego not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth
the mount shall be surely put to deatlitere shall not an hand touch it, but he shall

surely be stoned, or shot through; whethdre beast or man, it shall not live: when the
trumpet soudeth long, they shall come up to the mount.

It is of significance that no one was to touch the mautit the trumpet sounded.he people

were to prepare themselves (by sanctifytilgmselvesfor the Lord to come to the Mourand
when the trumpet sounde long notethe people were to rissnd assemble éhe mount.This

was the Lordos desire.

The first gener at i on temspiesvdo lmaught bpck dapntingande | i ev e d
worrisome reporfrather tharobeythe Lord) and shrank away from theoprised land in fear

But the real reason for their fear is found right here at the foot of the mourtaih.ord wanted

them to come up to the moubut they were not willing to gdde wanted fellowship and

intimacy with all Israel, but the people wenecomfortable with nearness to Gddhat was the

tragedy.

Intimacy is Better than Distant Respect

Exodus20:18And all the people saw the thunderings, anditifgnings, and the noise of
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and
stood afar off.

They saw the lightening and heard the thunder, and they shrank back Fhiaran from His
presence instead of pursuifigm as Moses didwhy did they fear Him®hen the lightening
and thunder came these people ran but Moses pursued\thiy?.Beloved, they were all called
to the Mount and to intimacy with GoBut they did not pursue the Lor@ihis was the cause of
their daath in the wilderness later ohhey preferred distant respect over intimate relationship.

What a terrible decision they madite children of Israel preferrddarto intimacy.ls this not
the philosophy of the worldReople say that it is better to lae& Away from God than to be near



Him for fear that they would be called to act against their Rébple prefer to maintain their
respect of God from a distesrather than to seek to have an intimate relationship iitin
Many say that it is good for loérs to pursue God, but they would rather stay far aWag. also
seems to be the choice of many believérey choose thonorthe Lord from a distare, but
refuseto come any closer for fear that they would have to pay a greatef bosgh many think
this way, the reality is that it will lead to spirityadverty limitation and loss

We are all called to fellowship with the Lorthere are no front ranks and rear ranks, no first
lines and second lines in the churé¥e are all called into an intimatelationship with the Lord.
Every moment is importanktet us be careful to see what reasons are keeping us &wag. of

us feel that a certain gathering of saints is not for tiémair heart does not go in the direction of
the move of the SpiriBut they will miss the will of the Lord and the visit and the voice of the
Lord. God is no respecter of persof@od said unto Cairij | f y o u wiltnot Ggddhondur
you?If you offer will not | accept your sacrificd? wi | | . 0

Let us have another lookabwvat keeps us away fromWhadte gat her |
reasons do we havé&dd gives us every opportunity to gather and seek His face and so let us not

be like the children of Israeh time was given to them for intimacy with the Lord, but they said

they would rather stay away ahdnorHim from a distanceBeloved, God did not plan death for

their generationThey were called to a place in Him, but they refused to come to Him on that day

at the foot of Mt SinaiAnd for many years their decision lirad them.-The consequences of that

one decision followed them all the days of their liwdéhatever happened in the succeeding

years was a consequence of that decision taken by them at Mt 8maihey reaped the

consequences of their decision in the foilog yearsWhat a tragedyBeloved, do not forfeit

the privilege you haveMake sure of your priorities!

When they kept away from the invitation to come up to the Lord, they missed His will in their
lives. They lost their opportunity and fear overtabkem.They looked across the Jordon at the
promised land and shrank back, but it really began when they shrank back from the Lord at
Mount Sinai.They ran away from God and only wanted Moses to stand between them and the
Lord.

The Roots of Fear

Exodus20:19-21 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let
not God speak with us, lest we ddd Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is
come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye gindtie

people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness whevea&.od

Beloved, the church has been suffering because we want someone to stand between us and God.
Somehow we donét want t he Wevwuypldratlensbmedstortory t o s
some ministry takes this responsibilifjhe church has been eaten away by such an attitude.

Even when the Lord invites us to come near Him, fear seizes someltieuots of fear go

back to the Garden of Eden when Adam wanted to hide @ochAdam and Eve hid in



shameful fear when God wantedhavefellowship with themThat is where we find the roots of
our fear Sin had come between them and the Lord.

God told the children of Israel to sanctify themselvestarmdme up unto Him wherné long
trumpetblastwas blown.That was the desire of Golout theyshiedfrom that awesome
responsibility.What would you do today®/ould you shy away or would you respond to His call
upon your life?

We were not a people, but God in His mercy has drbalyof us to this mountVe have been
made a peoplésod has taken us out of the terribleness of sins in our past\lleewere not a
people; but God in His abundant mercy has showered His mercy upon us to be aTjeoqdd!.
today is to come closéo Him, to come near Him, to come to a place of intimacy, to come into
His presenceéWhat should we dol? is not a matter of how long we have been saV¥éére is

only one call upon all the redeemed ories a call to come closer, neaiiato His very
presenceWill we act like Moses or like the rest of Isradl®sesmoved orwith God when

others came to halt.

On the mount of Sinai, the fear of the children of Israel sawerdkseeds of feang the enemy

within them.And so it is in the churchn a vel real sense we stand at a critical crossroad today.
We need to respond to God and His call in this hbetrthere be no fear to come closer to God

for He is calling us to coméle is not holding a stick behind His batke is calling us and His
intentions are good for u¥he Israelites thought they would die if they came closer to Him.

Where did this fear come fron¥when we tell people that God has called us to go on to

perfection, they invariably say it is not possitiearoverwhelms themBut God is calling us to
intimacy. We need to cast out thisisplacedear of the Lord when He is calling us to a place of

His presenceNe must respond to Godbés call whatever

We often hear people talk of great days and times they had witinGlogl pastBut, to look

back at the blessings we received in the past will not helpaise occupied wittthe times of
His presence in the past, in some camgeting or in some special place, will not benefit us.
With God we can live in the preseatd notsettlemerelyfor some past eventVe can walk in
the freshness of what He has for us every dagt is the privilege that God is offering to us.
Our future depends on our decision in this hdMinat is our heart and attitude to these things?
The Lad will not force us intanything

God'’s Call to Come Closer

Exodus33:1318 Now therefore, | pray thee, if | have found grace in thy sight, shew me
now thy way, that | may know thee, that | may find grace in thy sight: and consider that
this nationis thy peopleAnd he said, My presence shall\gith thee and | will give thee
rest. And he said unto him, If thy presence gowitlh me,carry us not up hencéor

wherein shall it be known here that | and thy people have found grace in thyisight?

not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, | and thy people, from all the
people thatire upon the face of the eartAnd the LORD said unto Moses, | will do this



thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight kaogvithee by
name.And he said, | beseech thee, shew me thy glory.

The Lord promised to give Moses redloses did not ask forrede asked t o see
He was not weary of the journey; he did not pray for some heavenly benefit that wouldeease th
way. He realized that he had to receive much more from Gedonged for more of HinHe

said i Bow me thy glorg. This talks of pursuing God rather than of retreating from His
presenceWe need to have a heart that longs for intimacy with the Lottokeise days.

There is a great contrast between the attitude of Moses and the children oMesasl.longed
for a deeper intimacy with the Lor@n the other hand the people were willing to forfeit the call
for intimacy.

Many things happened at MBind. The commandments were given to them, the tabernacle was
revealed to them, and the tabernacle was built according to the instructions God gavdtMoses.
was also there that the golden calf came forth and idolatryouasi right there at Sinai; idolatry
followed close at the heels of Sindihough God had so many precious things for His people,

He made it clear that He wanted to deal with His people directly and pers@adyvanted a
personal intimacyTill thattime Mo s es had been dstethaepgdple iprthéy d 6 s
were in a period of transition and chanfyeExodus chapters 19 and 20 we see the Lord bringing
in a changeHe wanted His people who had come out of Egggrow up.He wanted to deal

with them personally and direc8@lythis wasthe new step He wanted to take.

God is calling us to a place and a realm of intimacy which we have not entered into before; to a
place where we would know the heart of God; to a place where we would hear His voice in a
personal wayThis is a call into HipresenceThis is a time of transition for us as it was for the
Israelites, when God wanted to talk to them directly as a nation of holy priests without any
intermediariesGod wanted to deal with them directly as His nation and as His people.

This is he purpose of our deliverari&entimacy with the LordHe wants to be in the midst of
His people God does not want a lofd@jstance relationshigde wants a close encounter with us.
He wants to invade our lives, our homes, our gatherings, and our ehithidHis abiding
presenceThis is the longing of His heatVe have to decide what we ought to @dll we go in
or will we run away?

God Called Them to Intimacy but They Ran Away
AAnd all the people saw the t hofthdteumpenn gs,

W o

and

and the mountain smoking: and when the peopl

(Exodus 20:19)

What a divine dichotomy! One ran away but the other ran in. God was calling a people to

intimacy but they ran away from Him. They tditbses,fi . . . Il et not God spe:

ded ( Exodus 20:19) .



They understood that only things that match the character of God can stand in in His presence,

and other things wil!/l perish or die. Bwe runni
up to that (the character of God as revealed
up to that. Donét | et God talk to us now. 0 Th

measure up to His character and therefore they could not stforé blim. That is why they

were so afraid. Do we find something deep within us that chooses not to go closer to the Lord?
Why is there a fear within us to come closer to the Lord? It shows that we do not want to go alll
the way.

God gave the Israelitéasncommandments to clean up their lives, to be cleansed and sanctified
and come closer to His presentée natural man will be afraid to approach God and that is the
reason God wanted them to sanctify their livEesey could come closer to Him after thesgd
sanctified their livesBut man saw it differentlyGod gave the Ten Commandments so that man
may no longer live at a distance from Him but come closer and be intimate wittShiigly
Godds t hought sHewas aot satisfedseding idihpsafromafar but wanted to
come closer, as He did with Adam and Eve in the cool of the deseGddywanted His heas
desires to be open before m&ur God has not changede is looking for a people who will

come into intimacy with Him so that Heay reveal His heart to therile longs for this even
today.Nothing has changed as far as God is concerned.

How many are willing and prepared to enter into His preseHo@?many will decide to go on
with the desires of the Lord@any believers do not hawereal sense of the abiding presence of
the Lord because they refuse to clean up the clutter in their lives.

Israel saidif the Lord would speak to us we will didyut we should sagi.ord speak to us even
if we happen to diéThat is how Esther cani@efore the kingShe gave herself to preparations
and finally she appeared before the kingand $aid, go t o meet the king an

What 1is the use of our Qodoreated usthat He onaydhave ane ed s a
intimacy withus. f we dondt chowrfetile tibourtlivesturn qutltieeeSe, let
our prayer be, ALor d s pWeavkre dreatedrtoethiseentis hettar f | we

to die hearing His precious voicEhis is the cry of the remnarithis is the end to which we
were born again in Christ Jesliet us not be like Israel who did not want His presehtany

do not want His presence because it calls for a sanctifying and a cleansing and a plefyisg.
be prepared to change.

It blesses us to hear what Moses sfidk e a r not : for God is come to
may be bef or e you (Exodus20:203.\Was heraageciaycesationithat ha didt o
not fear?

The NIV Biblesaysii Fear not, Gotd yhaws tcm nke dpThedaslids r om s
only testing us to keep us from sido not be fearful of the thundering and lightening gtak
of His awesome power and presende.just wants us to come to Him cleansed and Adlis is
what Mosestoldd | sr ael it es, AThe Lord only wants yol



h e a That.is@ll He wants even today. Is there anything in us that should hinder our coming
closer to fellowship with Him?

Moses Drew Near

In our younger, naughtier days, wewoble qui ck to hear our fathero
we had done something wrortdis footsteps used to warn us and put fear withirLigdtning

and thunder wer e God &Ssmefolougfeastd emesclosento Gothiecases r a e
He wouldbecomeunreasonable with u#.is not so.He is not an unreasonable Gétk longs for

intimacy. His word is coming to us so thieie may come closer to uket us not withdrawlf we

can hear His footsteps it is because He wants us to come closer to Him.

Moses said to his brethren, ACome in brethren
never done this before, but He is calling youHe. has come close to us in the Mok, has
come down in the mount because he wants all ofustodrawnéao Hi m t oget her . o

God always starts with the leaderstivfoses had already stepped into the thick darkness as he
had done once befor€od not only wanted Mosglut all of His people to come closer and step
in. But they ran away instead.

Go d 6 s faod @&l sfiug ieto come closer to Himhat is the desire of God for all of us and not
only for the leadership.et us expect great changes in@sd is going to do a work of cleansing
in our lives that we have never experienced bef@oal is coming cleer to usLet us be
preparedLet us not be overtaken by fear like the Israelites who preferred to stay at a distance
when they were called to be intimate with Gbét us make a fresh decision todsyould you
choose to press ondnor would you rather siy away at a distan@d hat one decision will make

all the difference to your lifdt will have deep consequences in your [féey perished in the
wilderness because they did not choose to come near Him but chose toatandistance

How many of usre prepared to enter into theknownwhere God is?



“To Whom is the Arm of the Lord Revealed?”

Isaiah53:1-12 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD
revealed#or he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall se¢haira,isno beauty

that we should desire hirhle is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquairted with grief: and we hid as it weoair faces from him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him ndBurely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflidBed.hewaswounded for our
transgressionshe wasbruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our pesasupon

him; and with his stripes we are healddl we like sheep have gone astray; we have

turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of Hg all.
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare hisagen& for

he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken.And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because
he had done no violence, neitlveats anydeceit in his mouthyet t pleased the LORD to

bruise him; he hath putimto grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall seehis seed, he shall prolonigis days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper

in his handHe shall see of the travail of his spahdshall be satisfied: by his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquitiesrefore will |

divide hima portionwith the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because

he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and
he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

There is so much that isgrious hereThe wordo a risu8ed symbolically many times in the
Scriptures to signify that upon which man relies for strength and support. The arm represents the
person: sometimes the person is in weakness, and his arm is described as beisgmetaies

it is in strength. The arm is the symbol of the person, or sometissei®f the people or the

nation, but always indicating the state of strength or weakness. This phrase, théréfdtee ar m
of t h ewhénaigedimrelation to men or nations, lisgthe giving of His strength and

support to that which is according to His mind, the showing of Himself in power on behalf of it.

To whom, then, will the Lord show Himself in power? To whom will the Lércha k e Hib ar e 6
arm (saiah5 2 : 1 To)wfRom fatlthe arm of the Lord been reveal@éd?

Isaiah52:10 saysii The L ORD hath made bare his holy

ar

and all the ends of the earth shall see the



The History of the Revealing of the Arm of the Lord

In the Bible there are very many incideatslparticular occasions characterized by this phrase,

At he ar m obrinstdnee, inthe brihging of Israel out of Egyee find repeated

reference to the baring of His aramdthe stretching forth of His arm. That incident is so often
referred to as being an outstandimd igdhdasnigon
down of (I$B0s30) & Hin@eopde thebaring of His arm for His people. To bring them

out, the arm of the Lord wasvealed

Isaiah30:30And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the
lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with theeflaiha
devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.

|l f you read and consider that whole story of
His people, we find that it is all gathered up in this: it was the revealing of the &hen lodrd.

We see the arm of the Lord revealed for His pedpfecourse, it is but an illustratidnan
anthropomorphism, attributing finite human characteristics to an infinité Gloel arm of the

Lord, the power and strength of the Ldoeingrevealed fothe emancipation of an elect people

from the kingdom of this world and of darkne$ke arm of the Lord is revealed for what is His

own will and desireThe Lord gives His own power and strength for what is after His own heart.

Again, takethecaseoflgd 6 s del i v er aTheadhildrerroblsraelBvardig | o n
bondage in Babylah that was another occasion when the arm of the Lord was revealed. How
often the arm of the Lord was outstretched towards Israel while they were in captinity or
bondage!

Isaiah43:14Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake |
have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose
cry is in the ships.

The arm of the Lord stretched out over Babylon, broughtdaer rulersand overthrew her

forces in order to bring the people back from captivity. And again, that was symbolic of the
recovery of a pur e t megpteatestimony tratrhadbees lostwahhe Lor d
recovered. At such a time as that then @f the Lord was revealed to His peoplée question

we need Toavhom$dth the arm ofithe Lord been reveaded? r i merb&ense:t her

oro whomwill the arm of the Lord be revealed in these déy$ie answer is that the arm of the

Lord will be revealed for that purpose which is after the mind of the Lord and the heart of the

Lordd it is for that purpose, and in relation to that which is purposed in the heart ot God.

very clear that the arm of the Lord will only be revealed inrelatontGod 6 s et er nal pu
support that which is according to His mind, to recover and restore a testimony that has been

lost.

But it is in the raising of the Son from the grave, and in His exaltation to the right hand of the
Majesty in the Heavens thatevsurely see the supreme example of the revealing of the arm of the
Lord. We thank God for revealing His arm in the resurrection and exaltation of Jesus, His Son.



And in those succeeding early days of the Church, how wonderful was this revealing of the ar
of the Lord! In the events narrated in those first chapters of the Book of the Acts, we see His arm
stretched out again and again.

Acts4:29-30 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that
with all boldness they may speily word,By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

In spite of the facthey were suffering persecution, a few met together for prayer, and they
p r a y@raht untd Thy servantsholdness while Thou stretchest forth Thy hand... and that
signs and wonders may be done . 0

Later, Herod came under the impact of that arm of the Lord; Saul of Tarsus came under its same
impact this man who was spitting fire against the church@wdgso much damage teer. This
happened because of the hand of the Lord which was outstretched towards thdcimoacly.
suchplacesand circumstancete arm of the Lord was revealed.

And before we are at the end of the New Testament, the whole ditibe of Israel has met the
arm of the Lord. It was revealed in the complete overthrow and scattering of Israel as a nation,
and so thorough was the overthrow that her original integration has never yet been recovered.
More stilld the great Roman Empire lkelashed her forces against the Lord and against His
anointed, but the empire met the arm of the Lord and was completely destroyed, ceasing to be
either an empire or a nation.

This is the history of the revealing of the arm of the Ldtikese are just a feexamples in
history of the revealing of the arm of the Loido whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?

Now you will notice that many of these instances have certain features in common

Firstly, there was revealing of His hand against world powers tma¢ egainst Gadhe lifting
up of the head on the part of the powers of this world agaiedtdtd and against His anointed

SecondlyHi s ar m was revealed where there was the
Lor do6s duringcpnditiors,of weakness or apostasy amongst His own people. For

examplet he bondage of Goddés people in Egypt was |
the Lord had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, it was altogether contrary to the revealed
purposeof His heart that the sons of Isréelin bondageo Egypt, giving their strength to the

powers of evil. God never intended for His sons to be slaves in Hgwats entirely contrary to

the glory of God to have Israel in Babylon; it was dishonoringito and contrary to His

revealed intention and original thought and plan. But it happened because of the condition of

God 6 s Idosvoften iewas like thét that the Lord revealed His arm because of a condition
amongst His own peopl@he people of the drd had lost His testimony in Egypt and Babylon,

but yet the arm of the Lord was revealed to restore and bring bagleéfie to His plan and

purpose



And then thirdly, there was a cry from within an instrument of God in intercession. There was
Moses intouch with God right from the inside in relation to that situation in Egypt; there was
Daniel, and a few others with him, right on the inside of the situation in Babylon, crying out to
God.We see an instrument of God crying to God from witfiimere werehose prayer meetings
recorded in the Book of the Aétshe cry of the elect to be avenged. This was a feature common
to the intervention of God again and agam cry from the insidéWe see the arm of the Lord
revealed when we cry from within in relatiamthe situation we face.

We have seen things in history, but is there a situation in our time which corresponds to these in
that threefold connection? Is there a condition like that today? | think the answer is obvious. We
are living in similar conditionand situationsAre world powers lifting up their heads against the
Lord? It is seen everywhere that they are lifting up a hand against the\\lasdhere ever a

time when the throne of God was more challenged by world powers than today? Look at the
moraldecay all around that challenges the living Gaslyvell aghe very throne of God.

Is there not a condition in Christianity which brings mdathonorto the name of the Lord? Is

the Lordds true testimony t od aontrarytoHisrevealed!| v e d
mind? The answer againgslfevident The name of the Lord gdishonorechgain and agairit

is impossible in these days to move about this world without meeting these two things and being
almost overwhelmed by them. The tremeusl force of evil, the ruleyand the people

themselves that are set against the very throne of God! People who love the Lord and are aligned
with His word feel it, meet it, and face it everywhere. That is distressing, but it is reality.

And if that is dstressing, without exaggeratimmv en mor e di stressing 1 s
peopleWe meet with that condition every day and
is such a contradiction to what God has revealed as to His purpose. Sometimeskvesr

compelled to say that the greatest enemy of Christiad@ityisristianity.l am speaking, of

course, very generally. TH®norand glory of Gocthallengedoday because the condition

amongst His people is terrible and mdsthonoringio the Lord. We see these two conditions

today; people outside challenging the throne of God a people within with thedtivision,

apostasy, weakness and iniquity.

What about the third feature? There were men like Moses who had a cry from within, that
brought forth the arm of the Lorts there a cry from the inside? In the days of Israel there was a
cry from within for deliverance from Pharaoh; in the days of the captivity, there was a cry inside
Babylon in relation to the captivity, and we see tharm of the Lord being revealed in relation to
His purpose and plan for deliverance from Babylsrihere a cry from inside and within today?

It is difficult to say much about tldsperhaps Yes and No.

There is a growing sense within the heart of many mmilaf God that things are not right with

Go d 6 s , lnuktleey do @opositionthemselves to seek Gothey are aware in a real sense

that this is not what the Lord had intended for His church and the life of His peopleTtoebe.

is, | believe, a crgeep down in many hearts for a deep change in the spiritual condition among
His people.

t



Many are given to generalitiec.hey say t hat Gododés peopheg have [
say that we need a revivalhese are the general things we h&aat knd of cry will not help.

There needs to be a discerning and understanding cry, a cry born of deep conviction that the Lord
meant something other for His Church than this, that what the Lord has for His people is
something different to what we have. Whatsve e ar ound us could never
and standard; it can never satisfy Hiftlat is the kind of cry that needs to come from His

church.Itis only to such ones that the arm of the Lord will be reve&en.eyes must behold

the king and His gly. That alone will bring us into the place of a deep cry withims is what

is missing todayThe Lord wants to avenge His enemid#y do the heathen rag¥?hy do they
speak agai ns tTheGordnighty iz abte torperferieh &nd is ever williogreveal

His arm to His peopleBut where is the cryWhere is the Moses and the Danid is ever

will ing to support His people in the earbut where is the cry that is abledscern and

correspond tohe heart of God. The Lord must have it if He is to be able to do anything; but even

if it is only a Daniel and three or four others in Babylon, that is enough for Him. | would lay

great emphasis upon this last pothie urgent neetbr a deepened, strgthened cry to God.

Our eyes need to see what is upon the heart of IGted Spirit opens our eyes and ears, there
will be a deeper consciousness that the Lord is not getting what He ought to get, frioa osr

|l ives do not r e adahdysatigfactomvat this timOur éxgrasioss imtrese
regard will be deeper in our beings in the days to come if our eyes are truly cpeadadrd
must have such people, even if it be a Daniel and a few otletngs not just go with the crowd.
Is there a seeing eyd®3 there a cry in secret places?

This is what we have been called 8mme cannot discern our calling in Chnstr can they see

what is happening all around/e find no fault with the things aroun$, and that shows that our

spiritual g7es are not ope®ur decisions show that our eyes are not opbare needs to be a

specific cry A discerning cry is the greatest ne@d.understanding cry, a cry born of deep

convictions is what we need because of what we see all arourdb#sahoen s wer t o Godos
standardslt would never satisfy Him and meet His ne@tlere must be a cry within for

something else to come forth in our midihis need for a deeper and stronger cry unto the Lord

is the emphasis of ihhour.

Let us not be complaceoday many things are happening in the Christian world araand

People come with novel idegSomemake a lot of noise and advertise that trishatis the need

of the time.They call for organizatiordemandingevival publicly, and it becomes a publi

concernAnd they get together and organibeut t hat i sltigbatt Gmdhds wayy .
What atragedyod 6 s way 1is to cry fr ombesauselmpeoplei n r el ¢
are not abl e t disparandiGreeddos HigphurchBuot that is not

happeninglnstead what is happening is that there is a lot of organizing today, coming together

to take up thi®r thatcause antb getma n 6 s exalledneat her t haWhef@ard s n a me
t he Mosesd and t h®eThddeaneedstd be disterning dryhineour Enidde. a 6 s

can never have a discerning cry if we do not see riglfitlye see the right thing in the right



measure it will bring a proper discernmeanid responséur discernment will come from our
beholding.Whenwe see what is upon the heart of God we will come to the place of brokenness;
we will come to the place of seeking His fasewill be baptized into His travail and anguish.
When a people come into that plattee arm of the Lord will be revealeBut first God must

have a people who will be in travail.

The arm of the Lord was revealed to the Lord Jesus because He was a man of &saialws (

53). His saw what was upon the heart of the Father and that He did not receive what He should
receive.lt is onething to understand things by the natural mewdquite another thing to see
spiritually by the Spirit of Godor the Spirit torevealit in your heart in secret deep withim. is
unbearable and intolerable and it will bring us to a pladeawéil ard weepng. This is what

God is looking fod a people who would relate themselves to God and His need wherever they
may bé a people who will really cry out to God because God is not getting what He ought to
get.

Surely the arm of the Lord will be revealedlan God 6 s peopl e will c¢ome
that He has for thenGod must have His instruments of intercessiith an understanding and
discerning cry of convictiorCan God find those instruments in our midst?

Let us sense and know what is upoa hieart of GodLet us not be caught up with our needs in
this hour.He is looking for vessels of intercessifor Daniels and Mosésw/ho will be people
of tears right there in the midst of their situations and circumstaltagsGod help us and may
we har His voice.



Christ, the Tabernacle of God

GOD wants to place before us some thoughts that have an eternal meaning and peirpose.
none miss the present emphasis of the Spirit in our Mdesneed to guard our mentalities and
never allow humathoughts to hinder whatever God wants to e Lord is speaking a serious
counsel to usMay we remain focused and give ourselves to the Sphi&. measure of our
obedience to this word will show us the measure of our growth in spimiaiérs How muwch

are you giving in to what the Lord is speaking to you?

We have the eternal thought of God in two important passages:
And let them make me a sanctuary; that | may dwell among (Eeodus25:8 KJV)

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,wWartzeheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and tr(itbin 1:14 KJV)

In these verses we are able to see the eternal thought of God set forth in time andeality.
former verse gives uise a@dtltedader shdws ws glis thoughnin térrasr ms
of the reality.The thought of God is that He may dwell in the midst of man.

Today we see that Christendom is governed by many other thimgjshis eternal thought is
neglected though the Bible begared ends witht. We see the reflections of this throughout the
Bible and yet we see a blind Christianity that has set this thought of God aside.

In the example of Adanwe see God coming down to man to have fellowship with Kien.
found His pleasure in dsdling with man.That kind of union and fellowship was broken when
man chose to go his walylan made his own way to go to Gdlfe see that God had to
withdraw Himself and the desire of God for that time was suspended.

In Exodus, the Lord takes up His etalthoughionce again in Chapter 19 of Exodus where He
calls Moses to the mount and expresses His desire for His people to be a kingdom of priests, a
holy nation, and a peculiar peoplkhis shows His desire to be with m&od commands Moses

to build a anctuary for Him to dwell in their midsthat was only a type and figure of the

reality, which is so differentWe see the reality of that in the New Covenant when His Son
appears on the scerighen we see that God is in Chri&od comes in the flesh atabernacles
among usThis is the burden of the Spirit this day.

Christ the Son is the tabernacle of God and the dwelling place of God now and for all eternity.

The dwelling place of God is His Son for all time to colMa must see this more than just a

doctrine or truth in the word of GotlVe need to see it spiritually by our inward mamother

words the Person is the residence of the Father, notintype butinre@ltyr i st i s Godoés
tabernacle not for a timeone,but for all eternity.One of thenames of the Lord Emmanuel

which mean$sod with u® God tabernacling among His people in His Son.

The tabernacle of Moses, its serviceials, and even its constructigives us a picture of the
Son.We see there His ministry, His sacrifice, and &lisinclusivesacrifice on the crossie is



the door; He alone is the way unto G see Him in the altar and in everythelge,for it is
all related to this one issuiat of the Lord being there in the tabernade see the Son in
everypart ofthetabernacleHe is thereTherefore, the tabernacle really meant the Lhoad
with us.

When the tabernacle was being rajgbé Lord was specific about everything in the tabernacle.
So is God particularly specific regarding all things His church totlag.Lord desired that
everything should be exactly according to His specificationthe tabernaclesod desired that
everything should present the Son and express CGrstd 6 s desi r e FHkverything e
that houses God, the Father, should egprithe SorOur lives should be an expression of the
Son.Without an expression of the Sahe Father cannot be glorifiedlhe glory cannot come
unless the pattern of the Son is truly expressad.glory did not come because the tabernacle
was made aceding to a pattern set by God, but it came because the pattern itself was the
expression of the Somhe glory filled the tabernacle and the Father dwelt thévee are to

have a house where the Father would dwedin our lives must be an expressionhaf Son
individually as well ascorporately.

The tabernacle had many thingsd all expressed the Saithen it was completed the Father
looked upon it and saw His Saand the glory of the Father filled the tabernacleis is very

true for the New Covweant where everyone who wants to house the Father must presence the
Son.lt is precious to see this by the eye of the Spfrize desire the glory of the Father to fill

the housewe must be an expression of the Sldnless we become an expression of$og the
glory of the Father cannot come into this houd®t is the design of the Fath&he Father is in
the SonOutside of the Son we cannot receive the Sbimgs by themselves are of no value to
the Father; they become precious and sacred ottigyfexpress the Sohhere are beautiful
places and buildings in the field of religion, but the Lord is not tl@ne. thing that matters to
God isthatthere is an expression of the Sdwo that degree wilHe be present there.

What makes any place tbacred house of Godi?is not the buildingor is it the congregatign
but it is the presence of the Lord alotias the person of the Lord that mati@rklis manifest
presenceThat is the concern of the FatBethat He may be present in the Stins the good
pleasure of the Father to be present wherever His Son is expitdstedy shows that the Father
manifested Himself in several pladethe reason is that in those places the Son was present.

Where is the tabernacle of Moses ndiwhay be buried ithe earth somewher@/here is the
temple of Solomon® is nowhere to be seefhey were sacred to God at one time and He
preserved it for some tim&ut when they ceased to fulfill their real meaning and purpose to
which they were raised, they were noder sacred to Godt. may have been the place of His
name at one time and He sponsoredut it ceased to be sacred to GHé. withdrewHimself

and even allowed the heathen to destroy it repeat€dé/divine abandonment of God must
teach us one thidgthe purpose in athesewasthat thereghe presence of the Lorilen took it

as some kind of service to Gothey did not realize that it was for God to dwell in the midst of
men.How important this is for udVe have known that He has called us and ahosewith a

S a me



holy calling (2 Tim 1:9), not according to our works but according to His own purgesd.in

His mecy has revealed to us the purpose in saving our [Masdivine purpose that governs our
salvation is that we may be a place for His purptiss we might be dwelling place unto the
Lord individually and collectivelyThis is the desire of the Loddthat we may presence the Lord
in full measure antiouse the Lord in all His fullnesk.is not some kind of service that the Lord
is looking fa. He is looking for us to become a dwelling place for His divihityaving an
expression of the Son so that He may come down and dwell in our midst.

Many are moving out of the directioasd purposef God in this hour though they have heard
this particula word often.Let us remember that God abandoned some of the tHeadsd
raised upand it would take Him no time tmove onif we fail to move in His directionHow
serious we ought to be with the purpose of God!

The same was in the beginning with G@dm 1:2 KJV)

In the beginning was Go#ile was not only in the beginninigut right througho the end as per

the word of GodHe manifests in the Son right through to the ételis wherever His Son is.

That is what we see in the Book of Jo@udtabernacles with the Son in the midst of the people.
We need to understand and be careful that we do not set up false grounds to simulate His
presenceWhere the Son is the Fatheywehere there is an expression of the Sbare the

Father will be.

Jess sai d ANot iThe Samarktan womarutelid Jesii§ur. faihers worshipped in
this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to wiashsp
saith unto herWoman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neittlés mountain, nor
yet at Jerusalem, worship the Fathedo n(42@ B21)Iin other wordsJesus told her that the old
order is overlt is not here nois it there it is where the Son idt is where the expression of the
Son is that we caexperience true worship unto Godhere can be no other ground.

In Christianity today everything is made to be so beautiful, so liThere are beautiful songs,
heavenly singingand many other wonderful thingBeople are runnin@y thethousands to such
gatheimgs.Jesus said many will run here and there in the last 8aydis true remnant will
know where the expression of the Sqraisd there the glory of the Father will be manif&st.

let us not set up any false grou@ds is all in the Sonlf the Lordis there then the Father is
there.Where Christ isthe Father is found.et us realize and settle it once and for ladit this
apprehend us and govern our lives.

Let us not set up and establish any false groundsdéavorship of the Lord and for thegsence
of the Lord in our liveslt is only on the ground of the Son that the presence of the Father can be
found.

There are two important things here. The first thing that relates to His presence is that God

always begins with a presentation of Hisc8on.l f we want t h etheftheareliser 6 s p
only one way and that begins with a revelation of the 8aryvelation of the Son of God is the

basis on which God always begii$at is the way He begins ALWAYS.



The tabernacle was a type and a fegas we knowwWhen an outsider came to the taberngote

would not understand anythinBut for an Israeliteeverything washerein it. The whole life of

Israel was around that dwelling place of the ldtte tabernacleEverything was in the
tabernaclencluding the expression of the Sd@ut an outsider would not understand the figures

and shadowssodd6s creation had an eXphefrgmsandghe of t he
creation of a woman, the first marriagéc. Paul picks this up and explaingntall in his

epistlesn every detail of the creation you can see some detail of the expression of Christ if you
have spiritual eyes to sgall is about the Sorn Colossians Paul writes:

Colossiand:1519 Who is the image of the invisible God, tinstborn of every creature:
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whethethey bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for hirAnd he idefore all things, and by him all things
consist.And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in athingshe might have the preeminen€er it pleasedhe Father
thatin him should all fulness dwel

In every detail we will see that in all things there is the Son in some mebsatker wordsall
things spealof the CreatorWe pass from the things made to the One who rtfzteall. Our
hearts should move from seeing all things to the One whe thadh That is what God desired

of man.WhatGod always wantetbr man waghat wherhesaw the creatigrhe should move
from seeing the beauty of the creation to the seeing of the One who madehe&lon of God

did not just make all things objectiye but He put Himself in all thingdf our spiritual eyes are
open we will see that in the creation of man, of woman and of all things, in His relationship to
man and all that He has for ma&Bod has presented His Son in many wonderful walgat is
where God began in creation in His S@vithout Him nothing was created that was crealied.

all in His SonWithout Him nothing was made that was mageerything is in HimThe Father
does not begin anything outside of His Sohe basis of everythinig the revelation of the Son

If you want the FatheG o d 6 s begi nnings are in His Son.

See what the Lord said to Moses:

€ Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished
of God when he was about to make the tabernacleSee, saith he, that thou make all
thingsaccording to the pattern shewed to thee in the mdhietbrewss:5 KJV)

God has only one object on His mjrathd He relates all things according to that objEbat

object is His SonSo the tabernacle wagypical presentation of the Son in every detailother

words, Moses was admonished by God to make all things according to the Son that He showed

him on the mountThat is what it meangccording to the Son | have shown thee on the mount.

He could not rake any alteration because it was the pattern of the Son Hiieedf was

another beginningofGodod 6s begi nnings ar e Whethdgininhe r ev el
was the constitution of a natidra definite people on the earthall begins with theevelation



of the Son shownonthemou@o d6s basis i s the baslehmsnof t he
other basis.

This is true with all spiritual progress in life as wélhe true opening of our eyesto seethat

the Lord is the beginningsod ke@s all progress true to the revelation of His Sdmere is no
progressapart from the revelation of the Son in our livikgannot be beyondhe opening of

our eyes is so essential if we are to progress in life spirituidiig. is also true of all thevork

and ministry unto the Lordt all depends upon the measure of the revelation of the Son in our
lives.

The Lord Jesus Christ lived according to this vital principlay God apprehend us afresh.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, veséy unto you, The Son can do
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewigdom 5:19 KJV)

Believest thou not that | am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that | speak
unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
(Jom 14:10 KJV)

These verses show that Jesus lived His life in view of the Faikewise we can only live this

life according to how we see the Lord Jesus Chi&.must live in full view of the Sofhat is

why these words are difficult to understand and Miben we are brought into the full view of

the Son, when we have a revelation of the Son progressively, then we will also come into living
that wayi accordng to Christ We can only live this life as we see the Lord JeAsswe behold

Him, we will begin to move into this life of the Sofss we allow the Spirit to work in us we can
live Him. Let the Spirit do this workAs we live in full view of the Sorwe will be brought into

a working of the Spirit within usThere will be a work of God and we will experiencdtiis not

a matter of striving but of being thelewas not a matter of going to Bible study but of allowing
the Spirit to work it out in s.

Remember, every new beginning in our lives will be on the basis of the revelation of thie Son.
does not begin with a new message on New Yiaat will not work.Every new work of God
begins with a revelation of the SAfe cannot do away with the 8drhe Father has nothing

else to offer to mankind but His SdDutside of the Son the Father does not provide anything.
We can only live this life as we see the Lord Je&usl is at work in us to this enld.is time to
leave all the religious things our lives.

For a true Israelite everything existed in relation to the dwelling place of God in the tabernacle.
The Lord Himself was therdhe expression of the Son was there but none from outside Israel
could understand it because it was in types andashs.It made no sense to thefrhe truth was
inside, all coveredThe truth was a mystery to them and required the opening of theTdyes.

eyes had to be opened to see what was inideas all an expression of the eternal Sbwas

not a thing itsd| it had a divine meaningsod 6s desi gn was to have gol



and silver for the things of silveEverything designed by the Father was to express the Son.
There could be no alteration to those things for they had a divine meaning.

Andthe Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and tr(itbin 1:14 KJV)

In other words, John says that they saw Him and therefore they saw the divine mé#émeng.
Jesus was herele was the tabernacle of God amongst rienwas the very dwelling place of
God and the Father housed Himself in Him. But the men of the world saw nothing ihikiem.
someone coming to the tabernacle from outside, men found no sensgsimdesieaning.

When Jesus, the tabernacle of Geds here men looked at Him and saw no beauty in Him, as
Isaiah 53 saysAs far as man was concerned there was no beauty in Him

Isaiah53:2-3 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and asaout of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall se¢hira,isno beauty
that we should desire hirhle is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it warer faces from him; hevas despised, and we
esteemed him not.

That is the truthThe Jews never understood Him though He was the tabernacle for the Father.

People came around Him, heard Him, ate with Him and yet many despisedhéiynlooked at

Him and said, fioQuatn oafn ytShgimse ddacnodge A Hi s f at her
know; he is a mere car pent @&hetabemacle &fodwashi s br o
covered with humanity, the skin of marhey saw all things from a natural point of viélhe

Father was stilin Him even when men did ahattheydid to Him. The Father was still in the

Son butHe was hiddenHe was IN the SorBehind all the curtains of the tabernadlee Son

and the Father were preselMien saw Jesus but rejected and despised Him whoheasgality

and the substance.

When John saw Him he sail,lWe b e h e | d Hetsaidke sgwl irothisytabernacle the glory
of the only begotten Son of the Fathémvas a revelation to Johio many this Christ does not
mean anything, eveto many belieers, because they have closed their egasthe Father is
revealing His SonThe basis of the beginnings of God lies in a revelation of thelSie

church wants the glory of the Father, then everything must be the expression of\Giyi&od
openour eyes to receive a revelation of the Son.

Our spiritual progress depends upon a revelation of theNsaywe live in the sight and full

view of the Father in the Son, just as the Son lived on the &atihsays that God revealed His

Son in him.This s true for the work, for the ministrjor the church and for each one of \We

must come into beholding the Son in a fresh wagew apprehension, a new enlightenment is

needed to see Chridt.is only an expression of the Son that the Father isitgofor. He is
presentther&cGod i s not | ooking for an expression of
understandingdlt is not what we think that concerns the Lofte primary thing is the source



from where it comeOnly the Holy Spirit can fing us into the true revelation of the Sémen.
It is there that the Father will comiEe will come where there is a true expression of Christ.

Hebrewsl2:26saysii Whose voice then shook the earth:
saying, Yetonce more stk not t he earth only, but al so h

The Word says that the things which are shaken will be removed so that those things which
cannot be shaken will remaiBverything that is not Christ will be dissolvednly thatwhich s
Christ will remain.How weneed to give ourselves to the working of the Sgiris so important
to be a part of that kingdom that cannot be shakkat isChrist



Truth in the Inward Parts

AHave mercy upon me, iQgkitsoeds; accardimgantodtheng t o t hy
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions: and my
sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, hawvmed, and done this evil in thy

sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceivBeheld, thou

desirest truth in the inward partsand in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know
wisdom.Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean: wash me, and | shall be whiter than
snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may
rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, andtldut all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence;
and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold
me with thy free spirit. Thenill | teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be
converted unto thee.

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall

sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew

forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would | give it: thou dedighte in

burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O

God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls

of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrificgghtéousness, with burnt

of fering and whole burnt offering:(Psalmhen shal
51:1-19)

We know this is a Psalm of David and that verse 6 in partidusgeaksf truth in the inward
parts.Here we find the Psalmiseéaching into the depths of sorrow in his own IHe went into
the deepest depths of his heart with much sorrow and repentibad come into a place of
blood-guiltiness in his lifeHe had committeddultery andnurder and was guilty of blooth all
the provisions for sin in the law there is no provision for bigadtiines® death alone was the
consequencd his is what David was facing day and nightSamuel 11 and 12 tell us of his
episode with Uriah and all that came upon the life of Dad& krew that there was no provision
in the law that could save hjrand only the mercy of the Lord could save him from de@tily
the mercy of God could go underneath death and save David from ideathrue it is.It is only
the mercy of God that can go deephan deathAnd how truly this applies to ufor we were
dead in our trespasses and sins, worthy of death, and to be ever separated fromyGdid
mercy could separate us from dedhhow we thank God for that saving power of His mercy!
David cried out to God because he knew that only Divine intervention and mercy could go
deeper than deatb save himThe deep calleth unto the de&eep suffering calls for deep
deliverance and deep salvati@ravid cried out from his depths because nothingnah or of his
own power and provisions could save hbeep suffering calls for a deep solution, if the



suffering is related to sin. The solution liesinversefsithou desi rest truth in
p a r fTereéach that deepest place &tid solution, Gal uses our failures and wrongs.

Progressiveness in God’s Dealings

Godds workings are always pr oGadealswithusenevend t he
deeper ways in our spiritual livelde uses ever deeper ways to reach into our deptvsn and

down He goes till He reaches the bottom so that He gets to the ultimate depths of odelives.
undercuts all our doctrines, our assumptions, our pretensions, our delusions, ourccu$toms

undercuts everythind.he Lord keeps dealing with our depths tikte is no place for formalism

and outward observance of rituals and practi€bsre is a progressive dealing of God in our

lives that is very important to understafbd always works towards truth in the inward parts.

He desires and delights in thatat is what He wants to bring in our lives and therefore He

undercuts everything, until He reaches the depths and finds truth there.

David realized that there can be no formalism with Gtelsays in Pda 5 1 For thou desirest

not sacrifice; elsewoulddi ve i t: thou del i gHeteaimdthanJewishi n bur
ritual could not save him, no outward observance of a law or some ceremony could save him.

realized that God wanted to reach into his depths and purgét lisrnthere that Goavanted to do
somethinglt is only there that God could set David free and delive®himthe inward parts.

This is the desire of Godhere is progressiveness in His dealings and workings in our Hies.

wants to get right into the innermost being of tnes. He is working towards that.his is the

desire of GodWe areonth®t t er 6 s wheel and this is what He

God can meet with us and bless our lindany believers want only the things in the realm of

blessings and gracéllthey want i s Godds gr ace ,meticPsdab| essi n
1 shows us the blessings that man can have from Gwde can be ourg/hen we trespass, fail,

do wrong,we oftenwant only the blessings of Goldrael was not concerned about their

iniquities against Ggdut they were more concerned about their blessings from Gaxlis not

going to force His workings in unwilling live8ut in open vessels God is ever willing to go into

the depths and do a deep work in th&ud is going to pursue the most inward place in our

being and register His work of grace in every area of our IBesit will not be done in all of

usd only those who are opéa Him andwho cry out for His workings.

David did not come to that place of truth in his inwpadits till he had reached the profoundest,
deepest place of need in his lifée did not cry outintill he came to the place of failure, to the

place of knowing his weaknesses, the deepest place of his worthletiswesdesire such a

work in our livesit is not enough to seek the Lord in ordinary wdys not good enough to pray

and ask the Lord to work iour life. Nothing can happen itisway as far as the deeper work is
concernedThe Psalmist had a deep cry and reached the deepest place. Nate@dny of us

have reached that deepest part of our need in certain areas of our lives because we have not cried
out as we ought to cry out to Gdtis not enough to seek the Lord in ordinary ways if we want

to see the work of the Lord in our depthss not enough to observe the ritual of the Law, and



go throughthe ceremonies, and carry out all that which is external. David knew that if he
observed some sacrifices, it would not really help him.

All our activities, our bible studiesur weekly gaherings will not help us if it is only external.

God is looking for something more; ordinary ways will not Bgtraordinary ways are needed

that must come from the depths of our livEe rituals, spiritual exercises, praying and such
ordinary things wilnot help us in any way; the rituals, ceremonies, tithes, helps and all externals
will not suffice. He desires truth in the inward parfhe deep needs to call out to the deep.

There needs to be a cry from our depths to the Lord and then the Lordmallin@and there will

be a work of His hand upon our lives.

God is after truth in theaward parts, right down into the depths of our being. Why? Why? It is
because truth is a major feature and constituent of the Divine nature. God is called the God of
Truth; Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Godhead, called Himself tié iilirath... the

trutho ; To tfis end am | come into the world, that | should bear witness unto the trutht h e

Holy Spirit is described as the Spirit of Tratliwhen He, the Spirit dfuth, is come John

16:13n Howbei t when he, the Spirit of truth, is
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.

The Godhead, the Fath the Son and the Holy Spirit, are characterized by this one féature

truth! And God desires and has set His heart upon having people who are partakers of the Divine
nature.He is working ever more deeply toward this end: what is true of Himself shalldef

His childrer® those begotten of Hiththat they should b&ue sons of God in this sens8od is

set upon having a people who are partakers of the divine n8wf@od is at work in us to

produce this divine nature in Ude is working ever more delgidowards that end in His

remnantWhat is true of Him may be true of ushose who are begotten of Him should be true

sons of GodThat is why he wants to constitute something in our inward iais.is His desire.

All Untruth Is Satanic

All untruth ischaracteristic ofatanSatan is described as a liar ahdfather of liarsFor that
reason all untruth is an abomination to Gbet this be a foundation in u&od in His economy
has consigned all liars to the lake of filke has excluded such frommet New Jerusalenthat is
why He judges the false church Babylon with such harshiiésse is a mixture and a
pretension therél'he Lord has excluded from New Jerusalem everything that makethGade.
has purposed it in His divine econonide hates thatvhich is untrueHe must have truth in the
inward parts.

We can see the interf einétheGardencofEdesThat rasnltedim God o6 s

man becoming something falsmmethingother than what God had desirdian is a
misrepresentatonddo d 6 s mi nd sHe is a deceiveld ar¢atuRaul ises/s the god of
this age has blinded the mind of the unbelieMan is deceived and is a blinded creatiet



God desires truth in the inward parts of this ntd& wants to do a work in this mand bring
him back to a place where he is a right repre

The Psalmist was ableto seethithen he says O6beholdd it means
found it. It was the sudden apprehending hand of Gtk is som#hing that needs to happen in

our lives in these dayQur eyes need to be opened to see that God wants to do a wark in

inward man.This man who is a misrepresentation, who is more a liettienuth is the man

that God wants to work upon in an inwlavay.When we talk about the truth in the inward parts

we see that it runs right through Psalm B¥en when he saysreate within me a clean heatte

is referring to the formation of the truth inward®Mso when he saysenew a right spirit within

me,he is referring to the innermostplade.avi d i s saying, ALord | et t
in me Lord, let there be no more outwardness, rAadkeve, no more falsehood in my lifé.

have come to the end of my doingkthing mechanical, no more makelieve, no more going

as though it is alright when it is not so, no more using external means to cover up the inward
unreallTht sesvad D &e mode@aing tbensetingse joining the prayers, attending

events wken the inward parts are not righto more falsehood or deception or any outward

things to cover uwvith. A constituting work is necessary in each one of us.

Everything should work towards the constituting of the truth in our inward pahsn we sing a
song, knowing that what we sing is not real withintben what should we ddrhose are the

times when we should be broken before Gowy. out from our depths and then we can become a
vessel of brokennesa.broken heart and broken spirit moves us tow#ndspurity of our

inward partsThis does not happen in one day, but a work begins to constitute the truth inwardly.
Everything in our lives should work towards bringing about truth in our inward peetsnay

take part in many thingsthe singing, the meémgs, the Bible Study, the worship, the pragers

but what has been constituted in @&#mething must happen insideconstituting work must

take place in measurdset us make sure of this.

Anything that does not bring us towards the constituting wotkeSpirit is nothing but a false
ground.If we just come and go and attend meetings without something being constituted within
then we are operating on false grouridt does not help towardsur trueconstitutionit is of no
purposeAnything that woudl bring us into a form or a ritual from outside awitich covers the

inner life is falseThat cannot stand before God and God hates any such acts that we may do.

The work of God is to reconstitute human nature, by bringing in the tratbum inward pats.
May God help usSurely the road is getting narrowén.His hands we shall become vessels of
recovery.He will bring us into the design of His end for His peojileis will involve a breaking
down in our livesTo reconstitut@ur inward partsa breaking down becomes necessary in His
hands.The history ofG o d mhasiydealings withmen shows that there was a progressive
breaking down in their livessod gets down to the roots of their liv€od gets down to the
place where we shall not be de@&vMan is so deceived that God has to go deep down to
undeceive marGod gets down to the deep roots in our lives.



We need to come to some new ground as God is working i ot He wants to deliver us
from every form of deceptiorde wants to reconstite us fully.We have illusions about
ourselvesThe lives of men of God have shown that when the hand of God came upon their
lives, they were delivered of their illusion&’hen God hafinishedwith us, all our illusions
about ourselves will gghough t may belittle by little. If we are driven by any kind of
falsehoo@ our position, our background, our education, our Wottke hand of God iV expose
them and remove therhle will break down everything is ustil we see ourselves as unclean
things.Apartfrom Him we are unclean and unrighteous.

But there is the other side, of course; there is the building up and constructing work of God that
brings us to the place where anything that is false, anything that is not absolutely transparent and
true, straigh clear, and righteous becomes hateful taQus. inner man begins to revolt against

our own falsehood. As we remain open to the hand of @edwill find our inner man revolting
against any kind of outwardness and falseh@&bekssed are those who expege such a work of

the Spirit in their livesAny kind of exaggeration comes back on us at once with conviction of
wrong; any kind of false statement hits us hard and beahgsita deep remorsé&his is the

positive work of the Spirit in usVhen we knowhat we have not spoken the truth there is an
immediate desire to be forgiven. It is a tremendous thing to get into the hands of the Holy Spirit.
Eventually we will come to a place where the one thing that wesiamtdnave anything to do

with falsehoodii | h satd ®avidjfi e v er y f \&d nsust comea tireve! We must be

lovers of the truth. And this work of God in us will pursue us everywhere; it will pursugous in

our own life within ourselves, that we are lnagerdeceiving ourselves at all.

Truth in Every Area of Life

Truth will pursue us into our social life, and all our lies and radigeve will have to come

under the hand of God. Oh, what a tremendous amouiesaind falsehood, makeelieve, there

is in the social realm. What about allthena-k @6 ? 1 s it not to show t ha
you are not, to give a semblance of something that is not true? The whole social life is like that;

it is a fabric of untruths, and we have many ways of just saying things that really are not true.
Everyone in society is wearing a fabric of untruth todiayt God desires to have a people who

will have truth in their inward partt will pursue us everywhere, including our work places

And this is a work of timé indeed, it is a lifelong work. This ames more to light, becomes

more intense, the further on we go. The Lord lets us off with a lot of things as spiritual infants, as

we do with our childrenWe do not take too much notice of certain things which we know are

not quite right. And God is veryapient and very tender to bring us on. It would not do to come

right in with all the fulness and the exactness of His nature to@sblerspreads it over the

whole lifetime.The nearer we come to the Lord, the more meticulous the Holy Spirit is over this

matter of truth; the closer are His dealings with us. It is very true, yodigees r f ect i ng hol
in the f earperfectingt he Lor do



The nearer we getto the end, theeworst r i ngent wi | | be the Lordos
in our lives. It is a matter of time, but God is very faitBfidie is very faithful; He does not let

things pass. Do we want Him to be faithful? Well, it is not comfortable tdY¥sssp hut it is

good that He should be faithful with every inconsistency, every contradiction, every falsehood,

in the inward partd_et us hand over our lives to His faithfulness.

God carries the matter deeper than our own natural, moral life. | am not talking abalst mor

now. It is right to be honest; it is right to have integrity; it is right to be straight; it is right to be

true, naturally, humanjybut | am not talking about that. This thing goes deeper than our natural

moral life at its best for the simple readorh a t , by nature, we have not
Godods st andar dS8:6thataaoidingsoahis moral standrds he was blameless.

There is always an intellectual standard of our own consciousaessl 6 s t hought s abo
are very dferent from ours. We often allow what God would never allow. He has an altogether
different point of view about things. We judge in one way about things, and God judges in

anot her way. It is necessary for us to come t

Oh, we wouldsay, there is no harm in sualndsuch a thing. Oh, there is no wrong in that; look
at seandso and seandso, and we take our standard, perhaps, from other people. We have
known people to do that; point to some outstanding figure in the work of Gotipsevife was

a certain thing that one has been taken as the model, to be copied, and so the thing has been
taken on. Oh, there is no harm in it; look ateswtso. And | have known lives and ministries to

be ruined on that very excuse.

The question is: \Wat does the Lord say about it? God says, Walk before Me! Not before any
human model; not before any huandsodosstittatsdar d; 0
guite a common practicebo. No, no! AWadiik befor
the spirit, thanward man. It is deeper than our best moral standards. Otherwise there is no point

in it being in the Bible at all, if our moral standardsrwatmr | se t o GodWhgmustat i sf ac
we be so handled and reconstituted? It is deeperdhr intellect, than our reason. You cannot
byreasomor i ntellect arrive at Goddés standard at
met hod of reasoning, you are ever going to re
by revelatiorof the Holy Spirit. Christ has got to be revealed in our hearts by the Spirit. There is

no point in Jesus sayingj:When He, the Spirit of truth, i's ¢
t r u@dhrl6:13), if we could get there by our own intelligence.atlall. It must come by the

revelation of Christ in our hearts, in timvard parts. This is something spiritual A" God i s Spi
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit andruth fid spirit and truth go together.

Only what is spiritual, whasiof God, igruthd onlythat!

The Apostle Paul had great intellect, as ewagknows, and he had a very high standard of

moral life, but he was an utterly deceived man before his convefsibn. ver i 'y t hought
o u g h filt was a.matter ofonscience with me to do many things contragyHe was

conscientious. He could say as concerning the righteousness which is of {li&ldaeless!

There is a moral standard; there is an intellectual stanthene is a conscientious standard! But



it can be all decption. No, that is not the way. It is only by the work of the Holy Spirit Himself

in us, changing us, completely changing us. It may be that common handstgcerity will be

a way along which the Lord can come. | am quite sure, if weargaing to be honest and

straight with God, He is not going to meet us, but that will not get us there. He may require a
gangway across which He can meei asgangway of meaning business with Him, and a

gangway of being thoroughly honest with Him. Butustnever think that any sincerity of ours

will bring us to be partakers of the Divine natireot at alli Thou desi rmwatd t r ut h
p a r,tinghe deepest realm of our bedn@n our spirits.If we are in a false positiomve are in

great weakness, and our foundation will coll a
deliver us from such a state.

God has provided for us by sending the Holy Spdith e n He, t he Spi.rd6t of T
't 6s al |l a @aritdskeordwithin ug, haeing Hie dlage as absolute Lord. His

sovereignty over our intellect, over our own moral pride, conceit, and satisfaction is the need.

The Holy Spirit will take this thing right down to our depths, thank God.

God will bring us t a place of complete despair on all grounds other than the ground of His
mercy in order that He might reach His end, which is His own satisfactiod ithas no flesh
should glory in His presenckle that glorieth shall glory in the Lord.



A Remnant with a Godward Passion

There are seasons in God and workings in,@ad it is for us to be available to God dadise

every Godgiven opportunity in our life to seek His presen@ed is at work and we all need to
position ourselvew take advantage of what the Spirit is doing and performing in our riidst.

heart cry of every saint should be to know Him; the longing of every heart must be to be changed
in His presenceThis has to come from our inward méauet us leave aside exterrthings.lIt is

time to set aside religion in every formet our cry be, ALplwll, when I
never bethesame. | ong for an et e ilatthdcrybfeol lps @ the same wi t h
asthatofMosegsiLor d | wi |l | o nmef aMagweesatremnyaot in thig hour

join in that passionate cry of Mosésis cry was for the Lord to show him Hiace and His

glory. It was a passionate crijlay that cry be upon our lipsintheseddyd. our heart 6s
is for His presece it will light a fire of hunger within udt will bring a desperation for Him. The

Lord will perform a work in us when that hunger is really from our dejitsus not talk about

false hunger and waste our time, but let there be a true longing arer ioinglis presence from

within. Then we will experience a great work of His hands in our livesour hearts be set

towards God in a passionate cry for nothing else but Him alone.

The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not &retnial8:20 KJV)

The Israelites were a people who had been set free from Egygthad a destiny for them and

had revealed His heart to theihey had a very good beginning but somehow later on they

began to harden their hearts toward the Lot exarple of Israel stands as a great warning to

us.Let us not think that we are not like theffraul told the Corinthians that the Israelites stood as

a great warning to all those upon whom the ends of the earth havelaims.watch over the

soutman and th@atural man in us that would like to nullify the will and purpose of God in our
lives.We musttake heellany t i mes Godoés counsel ataligler ecei v
by the childrenoflsraeT hat is t he reason t hdws Somaeimesd God?o
we too can have our own ideas and thoughts concerning our déstirtyis another thing when

we have a mentality to correct the word or message that is givenltmulifies the very

counsel of God and corrupts Tthough we cannall have the same measure of understanding,

and we walk at different levels of understanding and growth in the Lord, yet we need to be
careful. We must make sure that no kind of corruption seeps into our lives.

The old Israelite generation chose to embutthe negative reports of the spies that they had
sent to spyutthe land.Theychose to followtheir negative reports and felt safe in adopting the
counsels of maThey chose the counsels of men insteadltdt mayhaveseenedto themto
berisky counsels of God/Ne stand in the same pladene church in the wildernesshich
represents t he c oampmelined todbdlieveeneghtives reppres eepkivathe
counsels of men instead of the counsels of Gdéelare drawn towards the opnis and ideas of
men and opt out of the counsels of God which apfeeasto be risky.



The history of Israel shows that a whole generation died in the wilderness and never reached
their destiny in GodThey never wanted to step into the waters of tremsil hey never wanted

to enter into the rivers of Jordohhey were skeptical about the waters of transition that could
bring them into the purpose of Gabday in the spiritual world many are similarly afraid of
transition.They want to continue in theown ideasThey want to do things within their own
parameters of organized systems and religiBns God is causing a remnant to come into the
waters of transitiona remnant which iable to believe thériskierdo counsels of GodWhat a

terrible tragegt and deception we see todéyis the mercy of God to keep us in a place of
transition and growtiSome may be afrajdbut if we are tqpossess what God has for His people
then we must enter the waters of transitibis time for us to step into thesaters.Rivers are

to be crossed; they ar e Theoiverswescamecrossare cheaotton Go
be crossed and God in His mercy will cause His people to do so.

I n Joshuads time the peopl e waaseverowikglBdt t o cr o
that generation failed to step into those wat€hgy were afraid to cross the river and thus failed

to enter into what God had for theBeloved, it is time for us to enter into the waters of

transition.God will take us acros8lany ae being deceivedelievers gather in churches that

are beautiful and make it seem as if God is present in everythingth€odd.6 s peopl e see
be occupied with right things today but God is not impressed with all those things because those
things arenot for Him but for our own gloryThe things they do impress marhe buildings, the
decorations, the arrangements, the declarations are all done to impre3fieyaare for us and

not for God.This is where we need to be different in our lives.

Everything we are involved in should be done with the idea of impressing the Hercomes to
our meetings in response to our hunger only, not for our music, or to spongpoogtamsHe
comes to us in answer to the desperation of His peAfdeokenness inhe earth creates an
opening in the heavende says the earth is His footstotddiah66).

Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the
house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of myarealithose things hath mine
hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will | look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my wsdiah66:1,2 KJV)

The religion and activities of men have overriddeis word.Let us come back to that again as

that is what impresses the Lo®ll the things we provide in churches are for our own comfort

for He does not come for outward provisiobst us understand that. What impresses Him is the
condition of the invard manls there a hunger and yearning for Him and for His per3owe?

Lord is there wherever two or three are gathered together with that hunger and longing for Him.
He comes to our meetings in response to the hunger of His peeptle religious thigs we

are usedo not obscure our view of God.

Radical praise brings His radical presentdh at i s what we Hexeachedn Bart a
out to Jesus with all the passion, hunger and desperation of his Asthge arrested the
attention of Jesushé whole possession, the whole movement of Jesus came tolahatit the



religious things that we are used to obscure the life of the Lord Wsuse only tasting the
fringes of what God has for uEhere are greater realms that God will cause experience.
Many people gather together in many places to proudly display their accomplishments before
God.And in the light oftheir accomplishments and achievements, they seek the Tiozg.

reach out to Him in their works not realizing that we bring ile of filthy rags to Him to be
blessed of HimThe Scripture says that all our righteousness is filthydradisour
accomplishments, everything that man candwat which was not originated the Lord is not
acceptable to the Lordhis tells us hoveareful we ought to be when we come before Him.
many places people bring their tithes and offerings to the lLordi.they make a great display of
these things as if that is what the Lord ne&dkat the Lord needs is us, our hearts and our all.
Insteadof laying our own lives at His feet to seek His face, they retutheémhomes with a
great sense of satisfaction of giving God wihaty thoughtHe neededwhat God desires of us is
to lay our lives at His feet knowing that He is the true source wofegllth.He is made unto us alll
things.

We thank God that we can give God what He has giveWasnust be careful not to derive
some kind of satisfaction from thi§V¥e may be satisfied in giving to Him, in coming before
Him, in worshipping Him but neveésringing our very lives to Him and setting our faces to the
Lord who is the source of liféany are in a place of doing all the right things in their lives but
they miss the Man in their live&od has to break our mentalities before He can break fodth an
manifest His presence in us and among us.

These are the days of transition and chaW¢gee must be ready to enter the waters of transition.
Let us embrace thiiskiero counsels of God rather than the safer counsels of H@am.many
times we are drawn tilve counsels of maridod has to break our mentalities, our artificial and
human intelligence, even fake and artificial spirituaMye need to get rid of many things.

The Lord must demolish all fake artificialities in W§e must cry out in all humilityor His hand

upon our livesThank God His hand is upon some of us, and His hand is coming upon many
others.Not much will be left of ouselfpowerwhen His divine hand enters our lives with His

fire. When His fire comes to examine our lives, not much lvélleft over.God desires to

perform a work upon all of u&ut we know He will not push the door opémrt there be a

genuine hungefThere can be no pretensions in this redlhere are no shortcuts, no equations,

no formulas, and no easy waytistorys hows t hat Godobés people have
came forthinsomewagsod6s people thought of some equat.
formulas, but it does not workur desire for Him may be godly and rightit many times our
methodology is notWith our God the methods are as important as the work iidedf means to

the end is as important as the end itself.

When Satan seduced Eve, he was merely offering Eve an artificial and illegal means to be like
God.You shall be like Him he saidhat is howhe approached Ev&o d 6s i ntenti on wae
Adam and Eve would be like Hin. hat was Godds will and Satan w
it. But it was the means to this end that he played around with to deceive them and brought



death.We may have right desis but the methods we use are most importdetcannot make
eqguations in thiswe have to depend upon the Lovile have to be open and seek the Lord that
God may create openingss we reach out to God let Him have His way.

The Lord has moved in us inamy ways and we have experienced His presence in many ways.
And many times the feeling within us is to return to the old pl@ce.desire often is to go back

to that song, that moment when God had reached out and touched us and we had experienced an
explosion of His presencé&Ve think that it had worked once and therefore it will work again.
But it will not, because He is a sovereign GHé great wisdom is so differeritVe think we can
use that song again to open the door to His presence, but we firtgbiththas moved the door to
the secret placdde has changed the point of access so that our worship and praise does not
become an empty rituate has shifted the point of entry because He does not want our
relationship to be one of ritudlet us learnhis lessonHe does notwant us to come tblim out

of an empty ritual commemorating something that happened at one time in oufliges His
great wisdomGod wants us to knock at the right dode wants us to find a freshness in His
presenceWhen we meet Him, He wants us to look for Him and not depend on some past
occurrenceTo be found in Him is tremendous and when we find Him it is also tremenitlaaus.
not a matter of coming to church on Sunday with a hunger for His presence, but it talks of
something being done in us that is different from befétay God help us.

God wants to preserve the joy and freshness of our encounters witkétimulas and equations
can never meet His nedflwe deeply yearn for His fresh deposits, He will certacdyne in. He
does not come and put it all before us in one tireesends His freshness in small, fresh dozes
and depositd not all in one goHe comes in waves of His own depositkat means the Lord
wants us to be constantly in a place of hungiercomesn waves of His presence, in fresh
deposits so that we may be in a place of hunger perpetually.

Sometimes after a meeting | have felt that we had missed something of His preasked.the

Lord why it was soWe had done the right things but we hagkase of not having received what

we ought to haveGod wants our hunger to be maintained constantly i$het. is what God

desired of IsraelThey were dissatisfied andweakyhy di dnét Gamhnnpforavi de t |
week at a time®lanna was given to pwide greater hunger but it did not work out that way in

their lives.

We are experiencing the presence of the Lord so that a greater deposit of His presence is created
in our heartsGod wants us to be in a place of expectation, hunger and longing fpreddence.

Our hunger must go beyond religious activity and the framework of our belief and expedtation.

is not a matter of attendance in a right man@ed wants to bring us into the fulfillment of the
purpose of GodWe must have an uncontainable hentp have fellowship withan

uncontainable Gatl continually.Let change be your portiolt.comes along with deathle

brings it and He knows the change we nekdhere is a hunger, He will bring it arounide has

the power to do that.



The Lordcamever pur posely to meet with the woman at
She was touched by the Lordds presence.

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman,
which testified, He told me all that ever | didom 4:39 KJV)

The woman encountered the living presence of the Lord and His presence changed her life.
AJesus saith unt o hehe {vs.I26)Thadistipescpneanimediately o t he e
after that.

Jom 4:28-29 The woman then left her waterpot,dawent her way into the city, and saith
to the menCome, see a man, which told me all things that ever | did: is not this the
Christ?

What brought a change in her lif8Re was just in the presence of this MEmat is what

changed herShe encounteretthe moving well of GodShe told the people how His presence
brought changes in her lif8he shared it with the people and they desired to seeTHiene

were two categories of peoplea people who experienced His presence and a people who had a
hunger forHis presenceGod does not waragnyoneto just carry on because they are members of
the church or have been coming here regul&td has brought us here with a purpose and

those who have experienced Him in some measure must see whether it is bririgisgrfe

hunger.

So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with
them: and he abode there two daymim 4:40 KJV)

The experience of this woman whose life was changed by the presence of the Lord brought a
hunger to tk hearts of some peopleveryone in the city did not come, but the ones who were
open cameT hey besought Him and asked Him to tarry with thémd He abode with them two
days, praise the Lordhey desired for Him to stay with themoes the declaratiomf Go d 6 s
word by those who have encountered the Lord in some measure, who have come to the Living
Well in some new measure, produced a hunger in some lives?

| know that God is at work and some hearts have been drawn towards th&hayrdiave come
to a gace where they sought the Lord and asked Him to tarry with tAachthe Lord did tarry.
It is happening here in some measiet we must have an open heart for tHisve want to go
on with an outward thingve can do the right things and yet miss Him.

Saints, let us not take some religious steps before Getdhungry for GodHe will be therels
something happening in your lifé® something happening deep within or are you just a part of a
gatheringAre you just speaking some words in sharingwisd as we gather during the week

or is there a deep change taking pla@ge® God help us to examine our livelset us be honest

with ourselves and with God.

After spending two days witthemthey saidi Now we bel i eve. 0



Jom4:42¢é And said unto the womaNow we believe, not because of thy saying: for we
have hearchim ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world.

Now we believe, now we know, not because of the Sunday messages, not because of others have
told us that Higpresence can change us, but because we have experienced His presence in our
lives. His presence means chaniy@w we know what it means to be with Hithwas not a

proud statement but an expression of their experidiite. is what we need.o know His

presence experientially.

Let us be brutally honest and not fake a hunger, or imitatigour hour in the SorLet us not
miss it. The harvest has endgtie summer is ovebut we have not been savéet this not
happen to us.

Will you beseech Him# is out of our little experience we say that we have experiencedlHim.
you urge Him to tarry He will tarry and He willabidehen you t oo wi || say,
Hi s pr e s e You will seeetlze miferencdt is an experience with the Living Wa.

In 2001 the Lord did a new work in me and brought a confirmation when | ministered the word
to othersl can turn back to that time specifically when the Lord spoke to me about His presence.
The Lord had been preparing me for He was speaking ablmutvklation of His person for a

couple of years and | can tell you that something different took place in my biinghole
perspective began to change and is being changed evenltkdaw He is the center and He is

the focusEven in ministering thevord there was a changeam apprehended afresh and |

realize that | am not ministering to you but | am ministering to @adifferent focus and

change has come about M&d has been sharing about worship to us from 1999 onwards, but |
thank God for thehange that has come about in the last two y&&iis.is my testimonyGod is

doing a work in our livedHe is changing our perspective.

Many times | have felt that corporately we come short of true worg#iy. is it?May we have
that hungerThe word é God is not to be taken as something that is merely shared but not
experiencedWe need to be sensitive in our liv&#8e must depend on the Lord and focus on
Him T to be on the ground of the SdBvery time when we gather we must come with one thing
in our heart.Will the Lord show up this timeWill He manifest Himself with His fresh deposit?
Lord will this be a day of a fresh encounter with ydiiat is the heart we must have when we
walk into the house of GodlVe cannot do so if we have not walked ltkat from our house.

Lord will this be a day when | will meet you in an encountétRis is not our heart then why do
we gather®e have missed many years though we talked about worship and taught worship to
others.Now it is different.Lord will you bethereWhen we come together with that kind of
heart our gatherings will be different.

Today the appetite for entertainment has taken hold of the chMeaty. worship services are
such that the soul and the baahesatisfied outwardlyThis shouldoe thegoverning factor in
our lives When will you show up again LoPd that should be our dispositiobord will it be



todayd this morningWVill we see a greater dimension of Your preseride?er underestimate
the power of one moment in His presenhiest a fewseconds of His manifest presence turned a
murderer called Saul into a martyr called P&ukill alter a change of our destinyly prayer is,

ALord, |l et that uncontainable hunger, that in
overtake my lifemthesedayd. et a Godwar d passion ovietusake an
seek Him and not hold backet us tell Him that we are hungry just for HlImnet us say, il

refusetoretreat. or d. o

Let it not be said of us that the harvest is over and we aivieeen saved.



Brokenness Is God’s Favorite Perfume

fHe t hat cometh to God must believe that He
(Hebrewsl1:6)

If the element of diligence is missing in our lives then we cannot be counted amonghbose
have been rewarded by Gdlfe cannot receive a reward from the Lord if we are not diligent.
has to do with the condition of our hea®od is not seeking any kind of heatie is seeking a
certain kind of a heart that would sdékn diligently.

God-chasers become Gartchers when they begin to measure time in terms of abggode.
catchers measure their time according to His manifest presence in theiPagsgin does not
measure itself by the time of a clo¢kassion measures time by the absesfathe personVhen

we know that those who are close to us are away fronheis we feel their absence by the
measure of time they are awdyme moves very slowly when we are hungry for the presence of
the Lord.When we long for His presence our timehes forward very slowly and painfull@o

this is the way passion takes day God help us to see thidle need a heart of that kind/e

must seek the face of the Lord with passion, just wanting to be there where we can meet Him and
experience His frespresenceTo be where the one you long for is present must be the only
desire of the hearThis is what true passion will do in Uset us examine and check our hearts
towards Him.

Imagine you are shopping along with your chifeu ask him to stand angait at one place

while you go to another rack to pick up some it&wen so it is with the Lordlhere are times

we are called to wait because He has promised to réMermather together because He has told
us that where two or three are gathered thigrés. This is like a parent would say to his child,
AWait and | wThhatlisthb way we ngeld to coma todgedhedaiting longingly

for His manifest presenc&his is the kind of heart we must halide attitude and mentality of a
hungry hearshuns religious order, but waits for the One who has said He will come back.

Let there be an anticipation within us to wait for Him to come and me&hesnoment the
object of our worship comes before us we need to catch the glory of His face anmhtmd¥is
presenceThere are many things that have to be removed from withi8arsetimes when we
come to the house of God we come with another spat.meet with many spirit§.hey come
along with usWe come with a spirit of heavined&/e bring our guations, our problems, and it
not only affects us but the whole gatheriAg.long as we are on the earth, we will have
problems and troubles but we should not bring them to the House of God to troubleWthers.
have trials and situations but we showddain inwardly focused in our lived/hen we come
toget her we must have one desir @WWedneadtaomee us,
together for any other reasbmot to meet the need of an organization or anything Eisés the
object of ourcoming together for worshie must come with one spirit and press into His
presenceTo be in His presence must be our only mothwed. us not assemble with different
spirits but with a heart that is passionate for the Lbetlthat govern our gatheriat



When we wait upon Him in desperate hunger and passion, even the silent waiting is a type or
worship.We have heard and learned before that waiting on God is not constant k&kiyg.
believers think that waiting on God means constant asking, but gvatan art of perpetual
anticipation of the next momerit.is a purposeful anticipation of the next momdiitis is what
waiting must mean to usVe wait for Him and anticipate His movements. We wait for any
change in His expressions to know what He waidsire of us.

As we have seen thePsalmsfi The Lord i s near to them who ar ¢
del i vereth him wh &Godissttracted t@vardssuch liveis, teven tg thel pitifult . 0
side of your personality and your lif€od isnot attracted to our strengths, for all our

righteousnesss like filthy rags before the LordMany times when we are right we go wrong in

our lives.We begin to do wrong things when we are righie shout at others when we know we

are right.In other word, the Lord is repelled when you think you are at your besis drawn

towards those who are of a broken heldg.is repelled by you at your bestis is why we see

that almost all the men of God were broken néms is the realityWhen problems angains

come your wayturn them to altarsVhen difficult situations come to use must turn them to
altars.This is what we see in the word of GMie need to spread our wings of worship in those
momentsWe need to spread owingsof worship over our obstacléd/e need to turn our

brokenness into songs of desperation and chase after th& hever sitting in gloominess, or

sitting inselfpity, but transforming those situations irtpportunites to chase the LorBivine

desperatin will bring a change.

We have the promisesofGddle ar e to keep our toes on the ed
still and see the salvation of God in our livBemetimes we may have to worship the Lord at
midnight or when we are facing some pdihe reality of the situation exists but the Lord wants

you to turn to Him and let your passion seek after the LAmnd.the fragrance of your

brokenness will draw Him to yoThis is what you will experience if you break the alabaster box
at His feetSometling of His presence will radiate toward ydthis is something we have to
experience in our own live8Vhen we hear the screams of our child we knowlibag right
there.Nothing summons the heavenly Father more than the screams that come from thelbackya
of the earthHe is there to attend to the broken hearts itHaswill come.The problem is that as

we get older we usually try to preserve our dignity.we grow we have the arrogance of growth
coming into our livesThis is something to be carefld@ut. The arrogance of our growth, the
attitude to preserve our dignity as we grow can hinder us from experiencing Hi$itas why

we must be like little children, like a toddler desiring to experience the presence of the father.
This is something wenust maintain in our inward man in these dayge. need to discard our

dignity so that we can regain our intimacy with our fatNée. must be careful therefore not to be
arrogant so that we do not miss out on His presence.

Only dead men can see His fatlere is a principle ther@he reality of death and the cross
brings deathThe closer you are to death, the closer He is ttf osly we could say goothye to
ourselves can we say hello to Hitnis difficult to say bye to the sticky trio, me, mysafid I.



They are very sticky and slippefty/e must realize that this is where God would like to work in
our lives.Those who are open will receive this counket us examine our live3he measure

of His presence will so much depend upon the measureadt dvorking in uswe have to say
good bye to the self in many wayhere is so much to be done in that reabud is faithful to
take every yielded life and help us to ggpdbye to many thingdWhere the alabaster box is
being broken, He is faithfub lead us to further breaking&/hen He hears the sound of breaking
of the alabaster box He will leave and come tdHeswill come.He will never despise a broken
heart and a contrite spirit.

He will not respond to halfheartedorayer or to the sound a casual praise or a religious

practice goingorHe wonot | eave His t hrButHewilleaverHss pond t
throne and respond to those who come to Him with divine desperation, a holy,ithogerwho

cry out with deswaenrtatyiooun, L osrady ianngdWénnwustbei ng el s e
reduced to only that cry of our hedttet me ask you, TWhhbiswouncryngry ar
foroi s it for Hi m oBRverytimewg gathdr to orship doiparagety,2ve may

have to remrmd ourselves to plead His presence in our liféxss is the kind of heart we must
maintanMa ke sure we come before Him WButifthereas t hi r s
no thirst in your heart then that song cannot flow fngrar heartiAs thedeer pants for the

water, so my heart pants for y@was the cry of the psalmidflake sure that we come hungry,

thirsty and dry to HImCome before Him as one who is empty and see what He will do.

Experience Him for He is the rewarder of them who diliyeseek Him.We are used to many
kinds of terms and terminologies to show how we prayed and cried out td_étiGod be true
andeveryonebe a liar.His word clearly tells us that He is the rewarder of those who are hungry
and thirsty for HimLet usstand firmly by this word of Hid.et God be truelt can never be that
you have been empty and thirsty and dry and God has not rewarded you with His mercy and
presencelt can never be other than that which God has Ssd.what you will experience for

who is there who can point a finger at God to blame Hilm?s the rewarder of those who
diligently seek HimOur job is to be hungry for Him.

What happens when there is fire without ful®d has the fire but where is the fuél@d is

waiting for somethingo happenHe is waiting for the fuelOur job is to become the fuel of God.

He has the fire and wants to light the fire but where is the fuel of B&dfeed to approach His

presence with a burningdesiod 6s fire does n o hbealtalsbut pon e myg
they are dead and there is no fuel thetew do you expect the fire to come if the fuel is not

presentBe the fuel of God and see if the fire will come.

When people asked John Wesley why peoeepl e were
myself to God and p elepus makesaretbat weare drg thirstynand b ur n .
wanting before we come into His preseroet us not be empty altars when we come to worship

Him. How dry are you, how hungry are you, how frustrated do yd@ faghis pursuit you

come across many struggles and problems and painful situations and frustitaisans.

frustrations that the anointing of God is séltis is what encourages mehe anointing is



dispatched to the address of the frustrated hé#etall go through situations, so many things,
and sometimes even the ministry brings such frustratiéod.sends His anointing to such and |
am grateful and thankful that in the midst of these frustrations God has kept me in a place of
hunger and thirdor Him. That is one thing that | am really thankful to God tbthe hunger for
God is lost then what will happeiiinger is the process that keeps your spirit and body alive.
Let us never lose the hunger He gives@sd places hunger in the hung¥es, this we can
experience and be grateful to Him for that hungerhim that has more, more will be given
says the LordMore will be given to him that does not hat®om him who does not havide

will take away to give him who hagvhat a tragedy thatould be.But let God place hunger in
us because we have a hundest a lower degree of passion be turned to a higher degree of
burning in these days.

Turn the knob of your passion as high as you can in theseRBRyg®etermined to go all the way.

Let your determination be much moieke David who said to His wife as he danced before the
Lord,Ai Yet mod a&n oMe turhed the knob of his passion to a higher de@ite&t. is the

attitude we neede ever grateful for the hunger you halet there be growing desperatioft

you are not happy with all that is happening and the way things are in your life, then you are only
minutes away from a breakthrough in your |Reay with a hungry heart not to be satisfied with

any other thingLet there be aivine desperation withirMaintain a brokenness and you will
experience a newness in Him.

If you really want His presence, brokenness is His favorite perfligags are His favorite
anointing.He cannot resist the fragrance of the perfume that comesaftomwken heartn this

pursuit for the Lord we come across many situation and things begin to happen in tRaifbath.
that situation towards you, embraceoitfer it to the Lord Embrace the difficulty instead of
murmuring.And you will see Him righthere in your lifewWe may t hi nk AHow can
However, as soon as you offer the situation to the Lord you will experience the Lord right there.
Though the situation may be a minor one, if you offer it to the Lord you will sense His presence
in your life. He cannot deny a broken heart when He sees it in our leeshows upWhen He

sees that you have put on that fragrance once again, then He will reach downJtssybe. here

with that fragrant spiritTurn it to the Lord and be caught up with tterd. When the

brokenness rules our lives despite the situation then there is a warmth towards tiéelLord.
shows upHe does not revel in our pain; He does not play with our pain and s@utwie does
respond to brokennedglost definitely He responds.

God does not come to us because we have probleimgsot right to think that the more the

problems we havehe closer He is to uBut He comes because we are tender and broken

within. If we can learn to remain in that tender place of brokenness withemecessity of

contradictory circumstancethen it isgoodforust hen we donét have to hav
remain brokenSometimes God sends circumstances to us to maintain a certain level of

brokenness, but it is another thing to remain in sestbbrokenness withirf.o maintain the state

of brokenness is of great profilVe see this reality in the lives of some saiifiteey did not need



circumstances to keep themselves brok&d kept them in a state of brokenness by giving them
sorrow inwardly. God does that in His wisdom.

There is aseltinducedbrokenness where you maintain that brokenness towards God yourself,
without situations being brought into your li#s you progressircumstances will come into
your life because you are walking this path.That is one thingBut God sometimes takes you
through circumstances because of His ld¥e wants to keep us in a place of brokenngégker
way His intention is that His people remain in a state of brokenHesdoes not come merely
becaus we experience a situation that breaksPusblems and difficult situations are a part of
this fallen human racé@.here is pain and sorrow because we are a fallen pdygl€sod is not
drawn towards hearts broken because of iWatmust maintain a brekiness because of our
godly sorrowWe maintain a heart of repentance and brokenness with godly sorrow and not
because of circumstanc&3odly sorrow worketh repentanc®ituations bringnorebrokenness
where brokenness is already pres&hit is verypreciousWhen faced with a tough situation

we need to see that it is another opportunity to maintain brokenness before thHeet. odlong

to meet Him again with godly sorrow and brokenness whenever we have a difficult situation.
Have you been baptized brokennessBifficult situations present us a fresh opportunity to
come before the Lord with godly sorrow. As yo
you will come any moment nowt. w 0 nb& tong.l am going to have another encounter with
youas | am baptized in sorrow. o

The Lord runs towards a broken heart but we run away from Htrus point our lives towards

Him. Let us bring all situationsto HNbon 6t come under the weight o
upon it as another opportunity to nhéém. Many times we withdraw from the Lord when we

come under some pressuReason takes hold of us and we fleet let us rather spread our

wings before Him and seek His faddlow the presence of the Lord to open a new window for

you and He will.

The people who seem to be hungriest are the same people who know how to worship Him in
spirit and truthThose who appear to be the hungriest are they who know how to worship Him.
They have learned to hunger and persevere more than atheyshave learnetb hunger and

thirst for HImd the same one they worship and adaearning to hunger and thirst for maré

the Lord is precioudMary who anointed the Lord with her tears gave what she could to the Lord.
Church for many is what we can get out offihatis not the church but what you give to the

Lord. What is the church in the midst ofddswhat we have given to the LorBut today we

look at church as something from which we can get something for oursetiesvoman had a
different attitudeShe gave heall to the LordWhen He smells the fragrance of broken hearts

He draws nighT he P s a | e isrtear hemywhq confie to Him with a broken heart

In our meetings we may feel the presence of the Lord and be under the cloud of His glorious
presencebut afterwards you do not feel the fragrance of the Lord any riforewere enjoying

the fragrance of the Lord due toThatiewhywne el se
have nothing to carry home once you leave the gatheNegmay enjoy His prsence during the



meeting but if the fragrance did not come from you but from someone else then you have
nothing to take homeXou may never know whose brokenness brought the fragrévfeaeed

to see that there is an impartation of liieo d 6 s magencd vallgd horperoaly with those
whose brokenness has summoned the Ubtbere is no brokenness and no fragrance from our
lives, then His touch will not last long; it will be blown away.

God will not force Himself on youl'hat is not something to b&ppy aboutlt would be a sad

state if it were soLet your brokenness bring in His fragrance in our midst.us not depend on
someone el seds brokenness to dhepmwhosence t he f
brokenness has summoned the Lord wiktéhe fragrance of His presence home with fihe

presence of the Lord will not end when the meeting is oMeegle will be a carrpver effect of

His presenceSome of us take back His presence from our meetings and spend the whole night in
weeping befee HIMd the presence of the Lord is so strong that it prolongs into the figéir.

wor ship is not c¢ on fThemendtration of Sad godsaoy wedl thraughrtiseh i p .
night. His work upon their lives continueafter Mary anointed the Lord andesmt homeshe

smelled like HimWherever she went, she carried that fragrance of His presence and smelled

like Him. Saints, God wants us to experience thi& so preciousThat is the way we can

continuously be in His presence, meeting after meetiitgput losing the sense of His presence

when we are occupied with some household chores or some office work.

Do you desire such Geehcounters in your lifeRo you desire the Gedncounter that will go
with you to your homeRet that be your prayelet us be those who break our alabaster boxes.
The Lord will not break our alabaster boxes even if we fast for forty tdgdave to break it
before the Lord.

Mary sacrificed her future for His present presemgbat will you sacrifice for His present

presenceWill it be an empty box or an empty altéfrit does not cost yoanythingthen it

means you are dependingsomeone | se 6s br ok e nWashigthaacosisyomor s hi p .
nothing is fruitlessBut the worship that costs you goes back with yomé.You decide

whether you will take back somethingorndtow | ong will you depend up
brokenness bringing in the fragrance of the Ldd@Permine within yourself to take home that

worship, that presence of God that you have experienced.



The Direction of Our Spiritual Gaze

Proverbs 4:227 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of Htg.

away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from Ltie¢e¢hine eyes look

right on, and let thine eyelideok straight before the®onder the path of thy feet, and let all
thy ways be establishe@iurn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

The counsel of God is to keep our eyletshing i ght
eyeslookrighto 6, to ponder the path of thy feet and
therightortotheleffT he Lor dés desire for wus is to |l ook

Hebrews 12:12 Wherefore seeing we also are compasasalt with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let
us run with patience the race that is set beford.asking unto Jesus the author and

finisher of our faith; who for the joy thatas set before him down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

The Hebrew writer say®r us tolook unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our f&tr.a man

in Christ there are clear and definite objectives in the el see that from cover to cover

the Bible.The Spirit has shown this in the Bible in many places very clesig. truth is

brought forth to Godds people continuously, u
the Word of God and to realize that their lives are seticthent ext of Godoés et er
Our lives are not something apart but stand in relation to His eternal purpose.

There is a goal; there is a prize. We have been called with high pérpgagrpose so great that

the Spirit of God has considered it worthighto fill the Bible with the truth of it and with the
continuous urge in relation to it. For the Bible from beginning to end has to do with a course in
relation to a goal, an end, a prjizteis just brimfull of Divine speaking concerning Divine

purposea very great purpose. We find this, of course, in a very strong way in this letter to the
Hebrews, with its insistent célli L e t  u sMogeover @ gives us the great ground of
confidence that the end can be reached, the goal attained, theepeed, the purpose
accomplished, in that Christ has got théesus has already gone this way and is there, and He
has gone the whole way, the same way as you and as all those who are called according to His
purpose are called to go. He has taken exel| accepted all that we have to know or may know
on the course, and has gone through to the end. The fact is stated that He is there, and His being
there is a tremendous triumph, for it is the assurance that we can be there also.

The letter to the Hebxvs not only appeals to us to move on to the goal that is set before us and

to live our lives in the context of Gkhdés pur
also portrays Christ as the proof that the goal can be reached in ouT hisgsas greatly

encouraged my own headiesus Christ has gone this way; He has gone the whole way and He

has arrived at the destinatidPraise God for thigHe did not sto@nywheren betweenNot that

He did it all for Himself, but He did it all for us agell. By His accomplishments He has given

us the confidence that the goal can be attained and the prize can be receivelthbySasipture



says that He took upon Himself our humanness and accepted the challenges that comes from our
circumstances and eapences, but never faulted till He reached the divine dadorayerfully

ful fill ed Beootletsss the@ssypanmce that we can share in His triumph and we can
reachour destiny.

The Hebrew writer say$i L o0 o k i n g JtistHis peds@ensaniiss presence that will bring

us into this land progressivelgven this yearOur eyes must be set upon the Lord as never

before, looking unto Jesul.is also a posture, a condition to begiithin our own heartThe

Scripturesayé | oo ki ng & moroapplopriate sadslationsafisl ooki ng of f unt
J e s.Urkigis what it really means in a closer translation of the origited. Amplified Bible

s a ylsoking away from all that would distract from Je8uSo it is looking away and looking

at Jess.This is what the Lord would counsel us even at this tltris.a matter of the direction

of our spiritual gaze which is of utmost importance if we are to reach our destifdt®@i/ord

says that first we are to keep our eyes off many things if wedw®eep our eyes on Him.

Many have gone off this courdeaul says that his deep desire is to finish the coltary have

gone off the road of Godods @&adlsbiving thid commselte d | nt
us that we may be saved from thirigat would take us off the road, and that we may be saved

from going away from the main road/e need to see and examine our directe. must be

very careful to see that our eyes are held in the right dirediiotni s i s t he Lordds ¢
beginnirg of the year itself, that we may avoid looking in some other direction in our lives, that

our look will be towards the Lord and not unto many other things, that we may be brought into

those things that God desires to bring us iMany times we miss theeal work of God because

of our insensitivity and we miss out on the wisdom of Godmall things we miss the

initiatives of God We see that in the beginning things go well with us in the calling, but not later

on. Paul reminds believers about thi$ey were ready to pluckuttheir eyes and give them to

Paub such was their commitmerBut after some time there came a heart thahbegquestion
things.This is the danger that we always fatkere is a continuous danger of looking some

other way, thathe way of the Lord.

The Perils of Looking the Wrong Way

(a) The Backward Look

Looking at things of the padgbesnot help usThis is not a strange word; there is a need for this
counselSome people, even those here, have not moved on with God betaus&ckward

look, because of looking at those things they had left at one Tines. were supposed to look

away from the past and look on to Chriswill not try and illustrate this for it is likely that |

could be misunderstoo@ur eyes need to be awfrom the past and on to the LoAhd

because we have not done so, we are just like the Galatians and could go back into the things of
unrighteousnes$Ve may not go back to that terrible world, but our hearts may turn to something
else of the religioupast.There are things we have left behind with our friends and relatives,



with associations, with churches of the past, harmless and nice, but we had come away from
them at one time to move on in the Loktay God help us to understand this.

Whatever adance we have made in our spiritual experiences we need to be CHnefel.seems
to be a point that the Holy Spirit wants to bring tdadf we ever take our eyesfahe Lord we
are in dangerfThis is what the Lord has for all of uBhe pressure ign us to progressthink if
there had been no pressure on the Israelites they would nevenbesd onOnly when they
came across pressing situations and circumstances in life did they consider moving fdiayard.
God help us never to indulge in theckavard look.Was this not the counsel of the apostle Paul
to the CorinthiansPle urged them to run towards the mark that they mayirs is what he
urged thePhilippians And he also urged Timothy and Titus to press on with their liVbsre

were manythings that came upon Paul to turn back.

(b) The Look Around

This is also a look that we mustavosio d 6 s det er mi n a tThe@ry of myghedrto b r i r
to God is to help mdt is not in the strength and the ability of m&fay we realize this ore

than we do that our eyes may be fixed upon Him and that we may run afte"ddimusto | o o k

o f dll the circumstances around us, looking unto Chfise example of Israel illustrates this.

The spies went ito the land anden of thenbrought backae vi | r eport because
around6 in that | and and never measured those
brought them out of the land of Egypt with mighty workke giantswere real, the fortified

cities were real, the difficultls were real, but they did not gaze upon the One who told them that

the land is theirsThey did not look at their surroundings in the light of the promise of Gloely

gazed upon the surroundings and the circumstances instead of the One who counselad them

had performed great things in their liva$ey lifted their eyes from the One who had brought

them outbut instead looked at the surrounding thingkat is what happened to the ten spies.

Their discour aged he a;buttsvo othesm coatmuedhtg gazk ugdroted s p e
Lord and they went through to the end in their livdswe read in Proverbs 4, their eyes looked

right on, and their ways were established (verse 4% is what God will do if our eyes look

right on and straight of.he Lord will establish our waydNe must view everything in the light

of this purpose and callinghis is very important.

Another man who looked around is Peter in MatthewPktr desired to walk on the water go

to JesusWhen he was beginning to wadk the water he took his eyes off the Lord and looked

around and he went down (Matthew 1428). His eyes changed their direction and he began to

look aroundi WHE N HBE hSA Wversed@)Peter looked upon the Lord and as long as

he looked upon thedrd he walked upon the wat@ihe moment he took his eyes off the Lord he

began to sinkThere were plenty of reasons for that fear in P&@ee of the reasons was the

strong wind But what really happened was that he allowed outward circumstancegaotdiss

attention from the LordThis is what happens to uSur inward focus on the Lord must be

maintained even in the midst of outward circumstanCeésumstances in our lives bring a

distraction to our inward focusVe need to lean and trust the Lofthe ApostlePa ul 6 s | i f e w



ridden with so many circumstances but he remained in an inward féewssays that none of

these things moved him but he moved on in the Léadir progression depends upon your focus

and the direction upon which you are loakiWe should never move out of that focus and may

the Lord help uslt is a matter of the heart and of guarding our hearts in the direction of the Lord.

At all cost we must maintain that inward focus upon the Listahy things come into our lives

even witout looking to the Lord throughthe ene@yo n 6t go ar oundThd ooking
enemy brings situations into our lives to distractArgl let us not add to that by bringing

situations into our lives that would be the cause of our distradtioe are a true disciple of the

Lord and moving on then we will have no time for any other tHiteny have made a shipwreck

of their lives,andmissed the goal because they looked elsewhere.

(c) The Short-sighted Look

Paul told the Corinthians that they Hadited their vision.2 Corinthians4:18 says that the

things that are not seen are eterRalople are often shesighted and happy with some spiritual

things and not the whole counsel of Gdtiey are shorsighted.He told them that their look

was muchoo near. They had a very small horizon about thEmy were not able to appreciate
Godods et er nal Mahydave detded dotvrinte therlimited aveassof their spiritual

lives. They are easily satisfied.he apostl| e s ai &jmmédiatelybeforayoyr s ee w
eyes, your vision is merely of things near yo
a range of vision leads to your life becoming smaller than the Lord would have it; you become

far too easily satisfied and conten the realm of the things of the Lord; you have a small,

narrow horizod you are not looking right on. Things nbgd that may apply in different ways.

The things that are near are always the things that are most likely to upset us, to limit us, to
discorcert usWe become so occupied with the thing that is nearest. When we are right up

against a situation and something is right up against us, we are in such danger of thinking that is

all, that is everything, that we forget we have negotiated many sunlbstacle before which we

thought was going to be the end of everything for us. We learn our lessons so slowly. Here is
another thing right at hand, right before our eyes; another mountain, another hedge, another real

di fficulty; andsgoiggo spoil@verything, this is goingtd e ithe end of
everythingdéd. AlIl we see is the thing near at

So spiritually shorsighted people are only caught up with their own things, their own affairs,

their own blessings, and their own spiritudtgiThe Corinthian church was such a chunie

need to be careful and maighted lsokabeutourhifdfte we dono
Corinthian churchlwould not come out of tha€an you imagine how tragic it would be if all we

were concerned abbwasourselved our profits, our gifts, our blessings, our church, our
salvatonandsoof.hey could not | ook beyond; they coul
that rested upon therthey were concerned about their own spiritual matters and nossexh

all that God has for thentt. is good to be concerned about ourselves to some degree, but we also
need to see things in the greater light of God, beyond the local body, that is the Weireed



to see things i n t he wHichig dften beybnd Bethinswe see arounda |
us, beyond our own limited vision.

As a body of people we have to be carefivien the things that God has givwesithe things we

have been blessed with, the light we may have received, even these cairdeckmsto our

growth when they arrest us and keep our eyes away from theTlongis which God has shown

us, given usind even blessed us with can limit our growthat is why it is so serious that we
strike the right balanc&e careful with the thingthat arrest us and the things that keep our eyes
rivetedtowards our own little boundaries, even though it may be agBah ministry, Goe

given responsibility or a Gediven blessingWe must always look beyond the immediate

realities to the eternahlues of ChristCertain things become practical as we keep our eyes upon
the Lord over a period of tim&Ve need to look beyond the present to the etelfnaé only and
always look at theneasure of our Christlikeness, then it could well be that ces ae off the

Lord. It is difficult to understand thisChere is a promise and we must keep our eyes on the Lord.

There are weaknesses, shortcomings and failures but we are not slaves to them and we must look

to the greater purpose of Christ and to thhaicl the Lord has called uQur heart is fixed upon
the Lord and that is the only way to lookoatrselvesThat will bring us progression and the
other one will leave us in disarray.

We can even be shestghted with the Word of GodEven if the word ifrought to some short
sighted people, they c aihepdonobatowiabreakingtfottheof i t
truth in their inward mariet us not limit GodThere are many factors in our lives and we must
see them in the eternal values of Chilisvould encourage us to look beyond our immediate
situations.

(d) The Downward Look

Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
(Philippians 2:4)

The apostle Paul urged the believers in Philippi not to be govesndwe way things affected

them personally, not to measure every matter in the light of whether they stood to gain or lose by
it. Many times we can be totally absorbed in things of our own inteieatsy judgment flows

out of that kind of an attitudét is very dangeroudhis is called looking downwardgvhat a

terrible thing it can beSelf-forgetfulness is one of the secrets of spiritual progigss.apostle

Paul tells us that forgetting those things which are behind and looking unto that whiwteisd

would be spiritually beneficiaBut some people cannot forget the past thiMgsy the Lord help
us.Many believers are affected by having a downward look.

In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, MasterBeahe said unto them, |
have meat to eat that ye know notTdierefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any
man brought him ought to eafsus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that
sent me, and to finish his woi%ay not ye, There are yet four monthsj ¢hen cometh

p



harvest? behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are
white already to harves{John 4:3135)

The Lord demonstrated something to the disciples ltseells them to turn away from personal

cares and conces.He was as hungry as them g showed them that it is necessary to turn

away from satisfying personal needs and to see the need in the heart of the Father and to meet

His needThere are personal concerns (in which so much of our time is,gharth the Lord

has been so merciful to us in every way), and these occupy much of our time and this could also

be called a downward looR selfish look is a downward looki. we want to walk a level path

we should keep our eyes away from ourselivemy timeswe are too concerned about
ourselvesThis is themostc o mmon of t he 6l ooksd we have cons|
careful.

We must not look to ourselves but to oth&smetimes we can be caught up witteélook

and we look for something good rather than the bad thingsd we f e el bad when
the good A man who looked like that is mentioned in the Bildlee apostle Paul says in

Ro ma n s Farl khdvthatin me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth nodjthing: for to will is

present with me; but how to perform that which is good | findbnot

What is the difference between examining ourselves and looking unto ourdedeéa®y into
ourselves for something good will keep us in bondage and is a dowvinmde; but we must
examine ourselveshis is a work of the Holy Spirit in cooperation with each belieW.should
let Him search usVhen the Spirit searches us He will never condemiiaswill only convict

us of sin and unrighteousness inthe light oGo d 6 s r iEgety wakoofitise HelysSpirit

is possibleWhenever there is a feeling of condemnation in your heart it is clear that you are
looking into your own self to find something godthere is no good that dwells in you or me.
That is why he Paul lifts his eyes and looks towards the Lbtdny times having good

intentions we find ourselves in bondage and condemnatiemeed to be careful therefok¥e
may look to spiritual things no doubt, but they do not become life,inutpen the ador to
spiritual deathA man who checks his own pulse is not really a healthy iretrthe Holy Spirit
check us, not the pastdret the Holy Spirit check your spiritual pulse.o met i mes Goddés W
are so clear but we go the other walgere comes abouain imbalance, and therefore we must let
the law of the spirit of life in the Lord Jesus Christ be the standard of our A&altheed to be

so carefulHow will He do thatwork?1t is His work and He will convict us and never condemn
us.lIt is not the workof my flesh to do sonor the work of the religious man in ughe selfish

look is a downward look and it brings disaster to us.

We must keep our eyes on the Lord, gazing upon the Letddim check my pulse-e will
show us the way and we will go thaty. He is more than willing to do that if we would allow
Him. We have to be open for His work in d$e will never fail us.

Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD,; for he shall pluck my feet out of ti{€$en
25:15)



What a testimonyT h e P s al mweresdvel ®wasdytbhed ordlhe Psalmist says He will
pluck my feet out of the nelf. we want to keep our feet out of the net, that is, away from the
fowler and from the snare of the evil one, then we must maintain our gaze upon the Lord.
Looking unto Jass, the author and finisher of our fahwhat the Hebrew writer sayiseep
your eyes upon the Lord and your ways will be establisBed. is faithful.

(e) Finally, the Upward Look

Chapter 12 of Hebrews tells us about having an upward lop&rtnership with Christ who is
the author and finisher of our faith.

It is clear, then, that much of our spiritual walk is dependent upon our looking, and the Apostle

was right when, after writing this long letféte brings into view the great objécparinership

with Chris® and urges us to go oHe summed it all up in this fragmefit:L et us run wi tt
patience the race that is set before us looking off unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our

f a i Wéave. urged to stretch forward to His fullndssking away from the things behind,

looking away from those around, looking off from the -sedtters altogether, looking beyond

the things that are so near, obsessing us now; looking off from ourselves unto Jesus. We are to

look to the Lord.

Abraham was tempteto look in other directions and to seek for more and immediate benefits in
his life. Perhaps he was tempted to settle for something lesser than he was called, but as we read
in Hebrews 11:8, he went not knowing whither he welat went on looking to th®ne who had

called him.

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he Byefdith he

sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange aguuwvelling in tabernacles with

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same prorkisehe looked for a city which

hath foundations, whose builder and maker is Gbigbrews 11:810)

So we see that Abrahambés eyeund ovenrthe immedtateon hi m
things, not backwardsut his eyes were upon the One who was the maker who had called him.

Proverbs 4:227 has a very enlighteningwordbr ahambés eyes were right
eyelids looked straight and his ways westablishedHe moved carefullyHe cast his eyes upon

the Lord.There were many choices to be made in his life but he always looked to the Lord.

There is a great deal packed into that, but i
in view, rothing less, nothing otheand adjust the whole of your life to it; adjust your life to the

ultimate.

There were problems between Lot and Abrah&bram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, |
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmely duaddimen; for we be brethren.
(Genesis 13:8)Abraham said to Lot that he would go left if he went right and versaln

verse 10 we see that Lot lifted up his eyes and saw thenasdred plains of Jordokle was a



man who looked to hisowngaiAbra ham was Lot 6s umnbdweuld an el der
normally have chosen first, but he let Lot do kot looked out for himself, but Abraham never

did so.God looks for those who never look for themsel@&sd chooses those who never choose
themselvesGodlooks for those who leave their choices to the One who will choose for them.

This is where the flesh is unwilling to bend, but blessed are those who leave their choices to the
Lord. The enemy always tells us to choose for ourselves, to use the facultigm&given udt

may seemdifficult to say that God will choose and we do not have to dit seay bedifficult to

live by these wordsut what a blessing it is if we do.

Abraham looked for a city, not any city, but a city that God had maxtean theother hand
looked for any kind of a city; he was a city mahat is the heart of maAbraham left it to the
Lord to choose.

Keep Goddés END in View

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternalweight of glory;While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eterné2 Corinthians 4:178)

It is the eternal that we must graspoiur sight.That would call for adjustments in our day to day

life so that our lives can be directed by the Ldrdere are many things involved in our lives and

this calls for adjustments and giving here are procedures and steps involved and they mu

be carried out in the I|ight and s Alghstsaof t he
matter of life and not doctrine.

The eternal must be kept in view, and | ife mu
busy the enemy is to circuant the onward movement and the final attainment, by getting us
entangled and compromised in this earth, somehow to slip in something that will be a check, an
arrest, a holdip. Oh, the spiritual tragedies that take place all around due to some foolish

relationship, some entanglement, some consideration of convenience, some pandering to the
satisfaction of the flesh, something slipped in by the enemy; and there it ends and we find we
cannot go right on t oingGsdadck some neidnshipBeepaadtiedi ng i s
up, and something comes in to change the direction of our walk in Christ.

Let us learn to adjust everything to Godds en
Godds end. When you ar e oodnéssi deenrdi nign av ireew.a tWhoe
considering the next step in your |ife, have
are going to |live and do your wor k, have Godbéd

busi ness i s g o iendgnview Evergthing muakte rougBtantb dired that is
t he me aniMage levd thetpath of thy féét dMeighftcarefully the path of thy féet

We have to say to ourselves, ONow t hen, this
lot of good; but first of all, what is this going to mean for the Lord, how does this relate to the
full end of God?6d Not hi ngLelteresyedidolaright@dmatt mu st



just at this thing, not even at what it seems to promidejdiut on How does it relate to the
end? In all things, look beyond; see what is the relation to the full end of God; and adjust
accordingly. Get the vision, and adjust life as far as possible in relation to it.

Let thine eyes look right on. Ponder teth of thy feet, and let all thy ways be
established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.
Proverbs 4:2827

Some of you may find yourselves in spheres and conditions where perhaps you will have many a
temptation to accepomething less, where it seems impossible to have all that you would like to
have, where it seems t hat .Therefaresyoufwill kettle gownr p o s e

to something less and otiterh a n G o Yoa say meesdil kinds of things tivert you from

the course of the ehigh calling. The wordtoyouisi Let t hi ne e yResiembes ok r i ¢
our Lord was offered the kingdoms of this world and the glory thereof by the ehattye

refused them and looked right on. Yes, He was offaredasy way out, a way out of the Cross;

but no, He let His eyes look right on, He set His face as a flint. His eyes looked right on, and here

it is recorded, as we read in the npatt of the verse from Hebrews:

ALooking off unt orfedter sfow faith,iwho fa the jdy that wes setl p e
before him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the
t hrone (bldbrewsI2R2)0 .

Jesus set His eyes on Godds end. May we have



For a Time Such as This

The Lord has been ministering His intentions for our liviels. so important to be tunegd Him

in our spirits and to be in a place where the Spirit has liberty to minister KMaung.say that they
are openbut it is not so in realityMany are not open for that which the Lord wants to minister

to them.The Lord often withholds from His people, and we see this in the writing of the apostle
Paul t o t héhagiven yot dnly milk ®r,youfivere not in a place to receive any
mored They brought a limitation upon themselvédthough the peoplevere operto receive the
6mi |l ké but not the kordéaeobabléto mifistdb theanbewanse thehad
limited themselvesThe Hebrew writer says,

Of whom we have many tigmto say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of

hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have
need of milk, and not strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word

of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
(Helrews 5:1114)

We need to see Christ as one beyond the Saviour of our lives, beyond one who heals, beyond one
who blesses, beyond a Christ who can meet all our needs and answer all our Phayers.

Hebrew writer wanted to minister a Christ beyond whaipéeple had in mind and experience.

But they were not in a place to receive that intheirliga.c h a t hi ng can happel
people and we can limit Goth both places, corporatend individually they had limited God

where there is no ministratioof His word in our liveslt would depend on how open we are and

the desire to be in the revealed will of the Lortle Lord is not very keen to give tiss

revelationif we are not keen to receivte Even though there may be a ministration of the word

in our midst it will be like those who were with Paul when he traveled to Damabkt®isould

hear the Lord sayiSautSaué 0 and it was a specific word to hjiout the others could not hear

what the Lord had to sayhat could happen right herd/e canhear something mentally and

naturally and not perceive what it ut there could also be present those like Paul who received

a specific word into their own beingall would depend upon how we are toward G8d.let us

be open to receive His word withoprejudice and bias, letting it work in each one ofTigugh

we may be familiar with these words, | know that when the Holy Spirit begins to bring it before

us and broods over usis always new and different.

And he had two wives; the name of the aras Hannah, and the name of the other
Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no childie8amuel 1:2)

There were certain conditi ons Tperpeestloodlaithmty up on
ti me was f ar awa yandfthe bord w&arthéppy withithe pitaasion s the

mi dst of Groothérsvorgstbessiate ef things today is much the same as existed at

that time.



Outstanding Features of the Time

A Formality in  Things of God

There are three outstanding featwres at r eal |l y mar ked t Hestyjcondi t i c
there was a formality in the things of God being pursued in the energy of the flesh and not the

energy of the SpiritWe can read this in ChapterThings were offered to God but there was no

heart in it. This resulted in mixture and brought in spiritual adultery, weakness and

ineffectiveness in the lives of the peoplde sin ofthe priesthood is very evident in Chapter 2,

but apart from that there was so much that was merely formal and céaémon

Today also many things are done in the strength of the soul and there are not many who can

discern and know that it is not the spirit but it is the strength of the Boail.is the sad state of

God 6 s TPhe enprgyef.the soul, the flesh, is doating everything and so we see that

today the majority of Christendom is lying in so much mixtuPéease do not close your hearts

to this word.lt is so similar todayThere were moments of worship, there were movements

made, but in the energy of the$h and not the energy of the SpWite may be hearing so many

deeper things of the Lord, but in the final analysis it is not a matter of doctrine but of life.

Overcomelis not a doctringit is one who overcomes and it speaks of lifés a matter of bart

and awork of GodinourinnermaBod 6s true remnant needs to r e
brokenness and sensitivity in this hour for the work of the Spirit.

An Absence of Spiritual Revelation
The second feature is that there was an absence of a speitaktion and spiritual perception.

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD
was precious in those days; there was no open viglo8amuel 3:1)

There was no open vision in those days, no revelatiogpmibual perception, no understanding

of the Spirit.The Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation was absent and inoperative in the midst of the
priest s an drheBGovdsing spipteabirpelligence in their lives, no spiritual

apprehension of Christ anddfurposes. t i s so true in the midst of
i's so much mini s Parhaps theresgredter Mirosttadicn ofwhe Watd today

thanever before in all twenty centuridsven so if we meet spiritual leadeasd thereare

thousands in the churches, they all accept that we lack the quality that many others had in other
centuriesThe significance of our times is that we have so nquaEmtity and so littlequality.

People can talk of growth and matuyiaynd there is mucabf all that but the majority of leaders

realize that we lack the quality of life that men and other saintsTtmaglis the truthThere is so

much of increase everywhere as never before in hidlooyt Godés people | ack t
and perception.



The Intrusion of the Uncircumcised Flesh

The third feature is the constant menace of the Philistines who came against the people of God.
This eventually resulted in the departure of the glory of God from the midst of [Bnael.
Philistines represent thatrusion of the natural man or the flesh.

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Cldetossians 2:11)

Philistinesspeakof the uncircumcised flesh, the natural méfhen David saw Goliath he said,
AWho i s this unciThePhilstinessngutied ihto thé lives dfithe ler&efites
repeatedly and eventually it resulted in the glory of the Lord departing frawi.M/hat would

that mean to us todayhe intrusion of the flesh, that life that does not want to be crucified in to
our spiritual life (the natural mind is hostile to God; the carnal mind is enmity with. Gasljhe
cause of our spiritual lowneds.is only through the cross can there be a cleansing and renewing
of that mind.The intrusion of the natural man into our spiritual life is very dangerous and that is
what is dominating many spiritual peopléhat is why the Apostle Paul said to the Corimiis

that they were not spiritual but carnal.

In 1 Corinthians2 the Apostle Paul mentions three types of énéme natural man the spiritual

man and thecarnal man.The natural man is the one who is not born again and the carnal man is
the one who is baragain but given to the natural impulses and instincts argktheature The
spiritual man is one who is led of the Spirit of GW¢e need to really be careful in our lives that
there is no intrusion of the natural man into the things of the Spirith@dvhich the Spirit is

doing in our lives.

The Reactions of the Lord

When man defect$od reactsThat is what we see right through the history of manKirne

Lord is not satisfied to have it the way it w¥®t He does not abandon them altogethieris a
sovereign God but He does not abandon them, but He moves in a secret way to recover, restore
and secure an instrument of recovery and restoration for His p@dsestands out visibly in 1
Samuel

The second thing is that there hasto be adistnand pecul i ar travail amo
bringing forth that instrumenSamuel represents such an instrument and Hannah represents the
travail that precedes it and brings forth the instruméfe.need to understand the times and the

way or method tht God reacted to the situatiorhat is where our attention needs to God

begins to work in a secret way

God wants to have an instrument of recovery soHledias a vessel to restore His people and be
a testimony unto the Lordhere are three outstding features concerning the condition of
God 6 s @adearts ® the moral condition of His people so as to begin a work of
restorationGod is sovereign and He has His own ways.



It is very clear from Chapter 1 of 1 Samuel that this instrument ofd@oldl never come about
in the normal course of events.

1 Samuell:5-6 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the
LORD had shut up her womAnd her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her
fret, because the LORD hatiut up her womb.

We see here the emphasis upon what the Lordlthel.Lord shut up her womfihis shows

clearly that the instrument of God does not come about in the usual gycannot come in

the natural wayT he usual way will not dd-ow often we vant the usual way and that is where

our struggles arél he usual ways could not bring forth a Samiias the deliberate act of God

that will bring forth the special instrumendthis is a settled matter in the heavens and we cannot
change GoddNeiprmhiemcismplcdh an instrument nor a
brought forth in the normal wairhis is an eternal counsel of Gdday the Lord help us to
apprehend this so that we may know truly in our inward man what we have been called to be.
Hannatb s st ate was the doing of the Lord.

In this realm, the usual will not dbut in other realmsf less important purposes or more

general purposethe usual methods may workhere are many things that are permitted in the
general realm butotin this realm, God is most concerned that the natural course and the usual
way will not produce itLet us be apprehended afre3ime world has yet to see this company of
people and it will not come about in the usual wapas to be a deliberate act of Gaghinst the
usual way.

Samuel was not an afterthought of Gbig. was foreknown and foreordained of God and yet
humanly he was aimpossibility. Let us accept this and perceive it by the Spirit for it is difficult

to understandWhy did the Lord act in thizzay andin this matter®©n the one sidé&Samuel was

in the foreknowledge of Go&o why should the Lord shut the womb of Hann@h is

difficult to understand and reconcil€ould not the Lord allow Hannah to bring forth in the

normal course of thingsiZhe human mind argues with the Lord and finds this difficult to
reconcilelf the Lord wantsthisst hen why ¢ a nbhisisWhere yaunsdd tothavea t ?
spiritual appr e hSeananimstrumentfor sGeh a fesple mastybe brought forth
in Godbds way.

The bringing forth of this vessel has to be by a fellowship in the divine travadlation to the
instrument there is always travaithe Lord wants His people to enter in to this travitie
apostle Paulsay, That | ma wd tHe paover ofthis nesurreetion, and the fellowship
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his de@hilippians 3:10)There is a travalil

if we are to be a part of this compattyis to this travail and fellowship that many will not enter.
Hannah went through unusual and uncommon situations that brought agony to heessmib
says that her adversary also provoked her Stese 10 says that she was in bitterness of soul
and prayed unto the Lord and wept s&@ke went through much travaihdbitterness of soul

not just for her personal matter and selfish neledsas we read througtihere was something
more thereFinally when Samuel came forth she placed him before the Lord immediately.

co



Though it is true that she desired a male clitiidbas to meet then need of Gds soon as

possible she gave Samuel to the house of Ghd.had weaned him-@4) which means she
brought things to a hasty end and placed him in the hands of theSterdlid not take the

natural course of time to wednyt ended it as soon as possible to place him in the hands of the
Lord and meet His nee@amuel was so close to her, so dear tpfbeshe had paid a great price
to bring him in, yet keeping her commitmentGod What we seés that there is a travathat
Hannah came intdhis is what the true remnant of God will come into in this hour.

If a thing is to serve God in a special way or a vital vitaig never brought about easily without
unusual travajlsuffering,andbitterness of souHere we see #t if we want to be part of the
company that will bring fortla Samuel, or this measure of life and purpalsere is much
bitterness of soul and fears that we will have to go throUigéce is no easy way if this is what
you think your calling isTodaypreachers talk about prosperity and blessiigey would say
that if you are sufferingyou need to know that you are not in Chrittlere are many false
balances today and they are an abomination before the Lord.

Though we come to Christ because of suifering, we know that He said all those who are
heavy burdenegadtome and | will give you redBut He also saidake up my yokend most
preachers never mention thatiere is a fellowship of suffering in the yoke, though most talk of
fellowship without the yoke oHis sufferingsOur fellowship is in the yokeand every true child
of God is in the yoke of the Lort¥lany do not want this suffering and bitterness of sBalieve
that this is your calling many tears, much bitterness of soul.

Forat i me it appeared that nothing was happening
travail. She remained in a place of barrenresdweeping of the soullhe adversary provoked

her repeated|ysaying that all her confessions of faith were uselessgepeated visits to the

house of God were of no avail; her holding on to God; her great brokenness was still keeping her

in a place of brokennesget there was no philosophical acceptance of those things in her mind

in any way.There was no fatalistic caplization in her heart; no compromising at any pdfte

continued in the travail of her sotler lamentation and her travaihe knew that the Lord is a

factor andthatthere is a hope she could have in the Lord, hoping against hope, looking towards a

God who could raise the dead, who called the things that were as though thepww@he was

able to trust GodShe kept her focus upon the Lord saying the Lord is a great factor.

One of the painful things that Hannah had to go through was the proraptingeedling of

Peninnah (36). She was provoked by her adversafiho is Peninnah8he was of the same
householdShe was a cwife with HannahShe was not a stranger or foreigner, and yet she

provoked her solely to make her frbtay the Spirit ministesomething to us?eninnah had

many children but none were divinely alptpointe
the Spirit open this to your beingor her to bring forth many children was easy being the natural
course, the usual walt.wassimple, normal and usudut it was different for Hannaf.he

Lord had in her a peculiar vessel for a peculiar purpose that cuts off the many activities, the

works, every occupation that is going on in the same household of faith where everything is



happeaing in the natural cours@eninnah was of the same household, bringing forth naturally,
doing normal works, engaged in normal occupations, all done in some relationship to the Lord
Himself, but in the energies of the self in man, in the strength ofativeenand the facility of

man without restraintdMay the Lord open our eyes to see the difference?

On the one hand we see something that the hand of the Lord had brougitridrdm the other

side, where the usual outworkings are not seen, the usudtsrare not seen, those evidences

which we normally see are not evident, those proofs are not Trtexe there is criticisnThat is

what we see and we need to know that this criticism will be théinde Peninnah is flourishing

and the Lord is givingper many children, what is happening with yblannah?There is a

criticism. Results are not there, evidences are not there, proofs are not there, there is a pointing of
the finger and there are grievous imputatiortss is true and we have to go through it as a

church if webelievethis is our calling.

The many acts of divine sovereignty wil!/ be g
thoughtsFor exampl e, it was Godods s ob Ehatsavegegn hand
act of God was given a twist to mean the oppo
her.This is so trueThis ministry has gone through such taunting for many yéara. church

you will know it, if you are standing in lineith this ministry and this visiornrhis is what we

will go through.The very acts of divine sovereignty will be given a twist to mean that God is not

with usasthings come against this caly. Let us be encouraged in our midétyou really know

what you have been called to, the usual, the norarathe natural will not work in your life

and the sooner you reconcile to it the better it will be.

One system of things taunts the ott&w.be it.It ever was and it ever will b&here is nothing

one cardo about it.That is what we must realizele is the greatest realitBut when the time of

the Lord did comegSamuelcameforth. The underablefact was that the barren did bring forth.

One Samuel meant more to God then all the children of Peninnabgetihér.This really

blessed my hearlt is not a matter of comparative valuewas the need of the peculiar time.

Sufferings were in connection with his coming into I#dl. her sufferings were in the direction

of a bringing forthand all the sufferigs go beyond the pride of lifall the bitterness of her

soul, the pouring out of her heart in bitterness and tears show that she was much beyond pride in
her life. She was not in a place of comparismm competitionNot at all. Her tears, her sorrow

and her agony in her soul go beyond the comparison of, gedfesatisfaction and vindication.

The time of her waiting had been tested and refined in thediire finally Samuel came forth.

When we | ook at Samuel 6s Fkrind andtheasdrrew waonmde we s e
worthwhile The wi sdom of Goddés mysterio®Gedwasss was S
justified in SamuelThe channel that God used to bring forth Samuel was satisfied.

This walk is a costly walKkThe usual ways will not ark with this companyWhen the Lord

wants something for an hour of peculiar need such aghbisnethods that God uses cannot be
the ordinaryonessod 6s r emnant mGadtwill makaliteverysctear todis t hi s .
remnant that others caout you @nnot.That is the word of the Lord for His remnaktore and



more deeply we are entering into such an hdbe general thing is not going to meet the
situation and the Lord must bring through for a time such asTthésLordmust bring through a
vesselfor His kingdom for a time such as theésvessel who will pray the price.

Is there anyone who can hear the travail of the Spirit and feel the need of God in thishour
people who will be willing to pay the price, who will be willing to face every tagngwvery
provocation, every criticism, every pointing of the finger, every grievous imput&amGod

find those who are willing to come into the bitterness of their soul, who will weep sore before the
Lord, not for themselvesut for the Lord to obtaithat vesselThe Lord has His Hannahsut

there are also the Peninnahs today in the same household where Peninnah is ever increasing.
However, God has His Hannahs who are willing to go through the fellowship of His suffering.

is for you to respond tGod for your own lifeMay God help you therefore.



Gathering All Things in Christ

Ephesians 1:12 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which
are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus @rist, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us untodpigoad

of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of singjingdo the

riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulnestirokés he

might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which

are on earth; even in himin whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things aftesuheet of

his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

In these verses we see the wonderful fullness that God has for His péismle/ine intention

from eternity is to bring a people into fudles.This whole letter is a letter of fullness irsanse.
Every clause, every line carries great deptfen a small fragment of one thiese verses would
bring a fullness into playl'he fullness that God wants to offer to His people is clearly seen in
this chapter.It is always encouraging to get hold of things like this which really contain all that
God has for His people.

He will gather together in one all things in ChriSame translations say that the Lord will sum
up everything in ChristThe Amplfied says in verses 9 and 10,

Making known to us the mystery (secret) of His will (of His plan, of His purpose). [And it
is this:] In accordance with His good pleasure (His merciful intention) which He had
previously purposed and set forth in Him,

[He planned] for the maturity of the times and the climax of the ages to unify all things
and head them up and consummate them in Christ, [both] things in heaven and things on
the earth.

To sum up or unify all things in Christ is the gaaid this is what Gobas purposed in eternity.

To gather together all things means to unify all things in Chrétthe Holy Spirit minister the

depths of these verses to us, keeping us away from theology and the exposition of all things, that
He may enlighten us.

When sinentered this world through Adam great process of disintegration commenced in the
world. First it began in the man himselfet the Holy Spirit minister this truth to us for it is very



important.The process of disintegration first took place in man &lfnslan was no longer a
single entity, but became a divided personakiyery son of Adam is a divided personalitil
now. There is in a way a civil war going on in his nature, his very constitutiens a divided
being in conflict with himselfThis is a reality that all of us must accdptthat not true in all of
us?We know enough about ourselv@ere is nothing in our nature, malip or constitution

that speaks of harmonWe find that there is a war in man himself because ofi$iare is avar
within us, in our makeaip and in our constitutios human beings we are broken, divided,
fragmented and disintegratdtthappened firsin him and nobutsideof him. We need to realize
this with the help of the Holy SpiriAnd then it happenedith the first couple, with the only

two on the earthFirst it happened within man himself and then it happened between the first two
people, the only two, the man and his wifée can discern the element of disintegration in them
as man and wife from theery beginningThe disruption that came between them resulted in
man blaming the womaithis was the beginning sthism in the family and the beginning of
domestic disharmon

In the beginningthe first family had a great unitfor the word says) T hefore shall a man

| eave his father and his mother, and shall cl
(Genesis 2:24)Then something came in and they were no more like Eirally when they

were driven out of the Garden, they were blamingamaher for their faultsAs they walked

out of the Garden in shame, they blamed one another for all that had happere. familiar

with such kind of disharmony in our livels.is so easy for us to put it on others, but we can see

where it all begarMan was no longer a single entifjhere was a battle taking plaicehis very

nature and constitutiomot only that, but soon division and strain entered into the first two lives

on the earth.

Further we read that Cain and Alwlere thechildren of thefirst family. They too werenvolved

in division, disintegration and schism that went onetsult inthe first domestienurder.And

from that family this disunity has spread to the whole rlceas scattered all over the earth,

with diversity of languag, caste and creed@ihat is seen all around us todaBut, here in the

letter of Ephesians we read of a tremendous expression of unification in Christ brought about by
the FatherLoo ki ng at the existing conditions today
economy and He has settled in eternity that in the fullness of time Hacadmplishit.

The Old Testament books show such a divisietweenlew and Gentile very powerful, totally
irreconcilable, hating one another bitterlhe Jews had nothing to do with the Gentiles and
counted them as unclearhe Gentiles reacted in a different waye present state of the human
race is one of brokenness, scattering, discmodflict, hatred, quarrelstrife, and even waiThis

is clearly seen all arounth other words from center to circumference everything is in pieces
and there is no trace of unitgut God has not given up.

God has a secret and He knew what would hapybat would come y@and He devised His
own way of meeting the divisioBefore the fire breaks oute has prepared a way out for His
people.Nothing surprises HinHe had a secret in his own heart of how He would resolve this



problem of the human rac€his secret upon the heart of God is what Paul tdaisnystery

How would God do itHow would He change the whole situatiortiis is the mysteryHe

would gather together all things in ChriBt.Ephesians we read of the mystery repeatédly.
other wads, God would make His eternal Son the integrating center, the integrating sphere of a
new creationHe would be the focus of a new creation in which all the conflicts would never
again be foundThat God would make His Son the integrating center of aaneation in which

all the diversities would never again be foumdlisis the sum of the lettéo the Ephesiargs to
gather all things in ChristAnd it is in this connection that the Lord Jesus Christ came into this
world; it is in this connection thahe Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world; it is in
this connection that Calvary and the Cross came into bigiag.God help us to understand this
great mysteryThe death of Christ was not just a matter of the forgiveness oMgmbave

brought down the power of the cross, the sacrifice of Chairsd all things in Christ to human
level. It is all to unify things in Chrigt all things in heaven and in the earth.

Let us now move on to something more specific.

Ephesian®:14-16 For he is our pace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partitiolbetween ustHaving abolished in his flesh the enmiygenthe
law of commandmentontainedn ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new
man,somaking peaceAnd tha he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross,having slain the enmity thereby.

In these Scriptures we read that through the cross the enmity is revé@ve been hearing
many things about the Cross and have many conceptions and teashthgscrossBut we find
that in verse 16 above, in the crab® enmity was taken over and destroyed done.That
disintegration that began was destroyed in and through the ttress laid hold of and
destroyed on the crosSo where there istaue work of the cross in any one of us, all these
divisions based upon various matters will cease to exist in our Regsember that the cross
came into existence in this connection of brokenness, divisi@hdisintegrationt came to
answer that aadition and to counter ilThe cross therefore is the instrument for dealing with all
thatd that enmity in the fleshAs we have seen iBphesian®:16, the enmity was destroyed as
far as God is concernethat is what the cross will do in uBhe effectiveess of the cross will

be seen in some liveK.the cross really gets down into the depths of our beihgswhole
situation will begin to change in ourselves and in our relatipssvith others.Things will begin
to changeThis is something we need tealize This is the great wisdom of God who has made
His Son to be the integrating center of the workis is so true.

When you became a believer, your life which was broken began to be inteyvatbdve

experienced that in our liveSome of our lres were really terrible, in pieceend then we came

to a place of believing Christ and He begabtiogour lives togethenn a greater measure we

can see that He is the center and the circumference of this integration that God wants to do in the
universe.Where thecross continues to workhe enmity is laid hold of and destroyéfithe



cross is working in yghe effect will be the sam@&he enmity within will be laid holadf andbe
brought to an endl'he cross does this tremendous work in manthisds the wisdom of God.

We do not meet each other on the natural grplbmdon the ground of ChrisThisis a spiritual
ground where He Himself is the focalWepoint, t
meetin Christ Our coming together & Christ who is the focal point of integratioie are

gathering together in Christ.

In Ephesiansthe expressiod i n  Gdrepeated rhanynany timesThis is divine wisdom.
Everything is in ChristHe is the center and the focal point of integratlwat the Father wants to
bring about here.

We have been baptized by one Spirit into one bdidyis is the mystery that has been revealed.
The apostle goes on to Chapter 3 and by revelation says

€ How that by revelation he made known unto me the my$ssy;wrote afore in few
wordgé Ephesians 3:3

He goes on to say that the church is the vessel of this my$tetyis what we see in Ephesians.

Christ is the center of this integratjand the churchisthevess€elo d 6 s secr et i s nol
the Sorw i | | be the focal point but we see that Go
vessel of this integratioff.he church is said to be a great mystand the Son is also a great

mystery.The Church is the vessel in which the unity should belayed.The unifying work of

the Spirit is to be displayed by the churg¥hat a tragedy it is to see the church as it is today.

The Church is a mystery or a secret to reveal the mystery of God and the unity that the Father
would like to have in the eartBut over the yeardook what the church has beconmespite all

that we see around ,uget where we find the true church, the true expression of the body of

Christ, you find an integration in the Sowviou find Christ to be the integrating centé&/here

two or three are gathered together in the essence and the substance of that name, there you will
find true integration in the Sofhere is an integration in Christ wherever you find that true
body.And those disintegrating things are outsiflee mighty innegration of divine things wogek

in them through the cross.

We are familiar with many terms and expressidnserseEphesiand.:10 the apostle Paul says

that there is a dispensation of the fullness of times and we can have this hope that at that time th
Lord might bring about the integration of all things in Chilisis precious to realize that there is
something callethe fullness of timeasnd we have not reached that, y®tt we are getting near

that.It is an important time and that is why Godjgeaking these things to When God will

gather all things togethgt may not be physicallybut it will be one glorious gathering of all

things in ChristOne glorious unity in the Spirit will happen in the fullness of His tike will

gather all thmgs in Christ, not physically but spiritualigod has determined to do it and it will

be wonderful when that is truly realizedod will fulfill that because it is His word to His people

as we read in thBook of Revelationlt is here that the Spirit wésto minister to us as a church.



Where there is a true expression of the hegy/see the integration of people gathered together
in Christ.

The burden of the Spirit is to further establish in us the same thought, bringing us to the place
where we argiven to the present workings of the Spirit so that we are brought into greater
measure of the SolVe need to take heed to what the Spirit is emphasizing in our midst.

Ephesiand.:16 says that the Spirit might reconcile into one body by the Cross, thereby
killing the mutual enemy and bringing the feud to an éAnplified version)

On thecross the enmity was taken hold of and destrpgad the Father would like to do the
same in our midsf there is any enmity in our flesBisintegrationranddivisions are in the

nature and constitution of man from the beginningegration in man and others would be
brought about onlyhroughthe crossWithin us and with one another through the cribese

will be an integrationlf there is any enmitythen there is a denial of the cross which is none
other than a denial of Chrjsind it will result in the denial of the churdWhen there is an

enmity, the church cannot come fortho we see Christdeomes the center and the focal point of
integration and the Cross becomes the tremendous vessel of integration to bring about

i ntegration i n t hidisisnerg sokemnaimd it G a sbiéran cpuacd of Gaal..

Often we think of Peter who diexd the Lord but we do notealize that every time we deny the
working of the cross in our livesve are denying ChrisAnd every time we deny Chrighe true
expression of the body of Christ is also denigdls is indeed a solemn counséle have tsee
whether we are denying Christ in our lives and hindering that kind of unifying in GBnilst if
we allow the cross to work can there be a unity and a joining together in Christ unto God.

As far as God is concerned this enmity of the flesh was @aldf and destroyedVhere is the
crossWhere is Christ®here is the Church®here is the BodyR may take time for us to

answer these questions but these are important things that the Lord has placed béfbereis.

is still present in us that wth the cross was supposed to have done away with in our lives, then
we need to turn to Godlet us not be reluctant to open our lives to the working of the Holy
Spirit. He is doing a work and we must open our lives to Him.

Chapter 3:14 of Ephesians wasr&ihing that ministered to me and opened my eyes though |
have read it several times

AFor this cause | abbwrmpfkoeeslLontdoJebasFChr

AFor this reason [seeing the greatness of this plan by which you are built together in Christ],
| bow my knees before the Father of our Lord Jesus Ch@a&mplified)

Whatamanhewasle saw t he greatness of the FEisher 6s
is what he bowed his knees Then he says of whom the whole family in heaven aadetrth is
named He first talks about the Father and then of the family.

Ephesiang:14-19 For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is naffiedt he would grant you,



accordingto the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the
inner man;That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in loveMay be able to comprehend with all saints wisahe breadth, and
length,and depth, and heigh&nd to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

If any man wants to know the heights and depths of, Goel has to be rooted and grounded in

love for one anotheiThis taks of a people who will come into such an integration that they will

be able to comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth off@bristis a love in

such dimension that will help the Body to com
Only such can come to that efidwill only be done when there is such a mighty love in the

hearts of TGoadtd st aglekosplaebout an effective wor kin
people.

Without this work of the cross in uae cannot come intthat kind of love and unity in Christ.
We have to be strong to give ourselves to apprehend the depths of Christ with all théf saints.
we have to let the cross work in our livédiss only through those who are given to this that God
will meet Hisend.

This work of reintegration that God is doing in His Son will be done if we allow Him to have
His way and His will in our livesandthat we would allow the cross to be effective in our lives.
The cross will find all things that are opposed or coptrarintegration in our livesThey will be
brought to the surface and be dealt withis is where the whole battle arises in our litésw

many will be willing to give themselves to the working of the crass.us be open to this as we
need the cros®twork in our individual lives because there is a war in our nature and in our
constitution and that is where the cross must be allowed to work in our midst, in us and also in
our midst.And when the cross finds out the places where it needs to workintegration will

be the spontaneous result of it

The way of unity as far as the Holy Spirit is concerned is not the way of patching things from the
outside.That will never work and God never doestiab d 6s unity or iintegrat
that way.lt is always by the working of the cross, not by dialogues or by discussions, but by the
opening our hearts to Godhen our lives are open and the cross is workimgn integration

will follow. May God help us to allow the cross to work in our constitythature and our lives

in these dayswhy is there spiritual poverty or spiritual scarcity in Usi® there because of the

same reasanthe working of cross is sdtle in our lives.Where the cross works in ube

spiritual measures will increaspmtaneously That is how it happens alwayé/hen you get

things that are contrary to Christ out of the way then the supply of the Christ increases, the
measures of Christ increa§eh at i s G oVirily §imesvthescduserof our poverty is this

and not lak of prayer of lack of reading the Bible and we do not realize that the main reason is
that the cross was not active in our livey the Lord watch over all of us!

Allow the Spirit to do this work in our lives and let us not loose what we have reckeeteas
rise up to the prompting of the Spiritet there be no denial of Christ in our lives.



God will gather all things and integrate all things in His Son for He is the focal point of
integration.He will gather all things through His Son and the Chuwhether it is the cross or

the blood or the sacrifice in the Son, everything was to bring about this integration in the earth.
All that has gone into this integration will be gathered in His Son.



The Cry of the Remnant

Luke 18:18 And he spake parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray,
and not to faintSaying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither
regarded manAnd there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying,
Avenge me of mine adversafnd he would not for a while: but afterward he said within
himself, Though | fear not God, nor regard maiet because this widow troubleth me, |
will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she wearyAnd.the Lord said, Hear what
the unjust judge sti. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night
unto him, though he bear long with theirtell you that he will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

We may have read these ses many times and even heard many messages$hieomThe

common interpretation of these verses is about a common widow who came to a judge to press
herneedsThes e verses are generally used to encour .
is pressiny prayer.Though this is so, yet we should not limit these verses to such an
interpretationThere is something more if we see the setting of this parable which has a much

larger connectionit is set in the coming of the Lord as is evident from verse 8.

The parable is set right into the coming of the Lord and the setting is in the end times and the
wrapping up the things of Goll.must be interpreted in the light of the setting and not be taken
merelyas a lesson for importunity in praydihe avengemerdf the church can only take place
when the Lord appears unto His peoflee church will not be avenged until He comiEise

church will be avenged against those who have been against it at the coming of théelwiltl.
avenge His church.

Psalm 79 and 8and Isaiah 64 show that when the remnant turn to God and cry out to the Lord,
He will shine uponthemVh e n Go d 6 s, the answet wall came from the Lordhere is

an adversaryand we read of that in this parable as well the woman saidd a nge me of mine

a d v e r Weaall kndw. that there is an adversargn alversary of the elect (verse who cry

day and night unto HinThe adversary is set against the elect, the remnant, the overcoming
church.6 Shal | not God a theelegteHistbwrsThecadversagy s seert t@ be
engaged irforcing persistent and growing pressure against the chiitah.is bringing the elect

or remnant more and more to a place of crying to be avenged of this adVfsage two

things thereforefirstly, there is a growing pressure that the adversary brings upon the remnant
and secondly, there is a deepening cry and travail of the people of God to reach out to Him in the
Spirit.

The pressure is intensifying if we are really pressing on and pressingintbd@s ull t i mat e .
would not like to spend more time on this aspect, but surely if we are those who are moving on
in the will and purpose of the Lorde shall experience an increasing pressure from the
adversaryThis pressure is intensifying in the liveksoich peoplelt is another sign of the end
times.There may be other signs (even the tsunami) but we need to know what God is intending



for His church.The pressure upon His people is a sign of the end times and of the things that
Godwill do when He coms againThe pressurwiill increase in the last dayShisshows that

His coming is closeAs His remnant we need to know that this pressure will intensify in the last
days.

Terrible things ar e happ Paoplerag backslidg, fallmg awayd st o f
and there is a tremendous spiritual decline and deterior&oritual, family,andwork

pressures are increasing and there is a feeling that the vice is closing in and the pressure is
becoming unbearabl¥ou know it in your hearts we see it and feel it in many wayBhe

adversary is not at redileis at war and knows what he is to tloive are sensitive in this hour

of pressure and living i® o dwalls pursuing aftetHim, then you would knowWe see this

pressure is coming from alirections.The adversary seems to be closing in on the church and as
a resulf the times are getting worse day by didg. is not even going to spare the eléact.

Matthew we read that the enemy will try to deceive the very elect if posthdeznemy is

closing in on the living eleciVe should not be ignorant of his devicas the apostle Paul

warns But the Corinthians did not heed his warnings.

May God help us to be in a place of alertnesssaagingawake.lt is for each one of us to be
alert and sber in our livesThe Lord has been faithful to warn His faithful, but often we are not
faithful. I cannot walk for you and neither can you walk for W& need to be serious in our
own lives.It is not a matter of something outwabait we have to be inavdly alert in these days.
The adversary is not going to be quiet and if we are careless we will be easily deVbereds

a caution that must come upon We must be awakened to this call in our livElsis work of

the evil one is evident in the nat@l, political, spiritual and moral spheitis becoming
increasingly greafThe whole world is lying in a lie; people are deceiving and being deceived.
This is why the Lordasksthat when the Son of Man comeasll He find faith? That talks about a
remrant that will stick to the Lord and weep before the throne of God.

The history of Goddés people shows that wheneyv
the Lord, when they set themselves to inquire of the ltbenh it is that the enemy com&¥e

see tls truth in the word of Godl'he enemy comes to scatter, to arrest the work and to break up

and to hinderGod is sovereign and His sovereignty takes hold of the moves of the enemy and

later he turns them to His own favour and ene. need to reckon oneitly here.The enemy

marks such peopl@he reality is that the enemy marks such ones and he comes against them
strongly bringing adversities upon His peoflais reality cannot be ignorei.h e ene my d s
wor ks and pressur es peoplérhove orifTheeememy niagks tlaose twolore L o r
t hree who ar e cr UTheemmhycones t@Gsealtér thenmpandrsquttlestihat.

is true even today in our liveSo the matter of progression in His purpose is fraught with much
opposition.We cannever touch upon that without experiencing vehement oppoditisn.

always encompassed by elements of opposifibis spiritual progressiois encompassed with

opposing elements and forc&ghenever God moves even today there is always a counterfeit.

Some antagonistic elements come againdau can see this right through therd of God.



The children of Israel in the Book of Joshua were moving in to the Promised Land little by little,
when a man named Achan under the influence of the evil one dreextalelayed the work of
God.lt is a reality and we need to know\then Jesus was born, Herod was troubled and rose
up against the child Jesuishe enemy came to oppose and scattiee. Jews opposed and were
prejudiced.

Let me say quite clearly thatgyudice is always set against spiritual progrésejudice never

gives God a chance to workhis is very importantMany mi ss Godos wor k not
have backslidden @arecaught up in some sin, but because there is prejuditeirhearts and

God cannot workl say this with the love of GodPrejudice closes the door and this can happen

with any one of usWhen it is there deep withithen God is not able to progressively take us on

to our destinyThat is what hindered Israel and robbed thémoGo d 6 s Thewanme thiege s .

is happening to the Israel of this d&ye need to be extremely careful in our liviedo not want

to stand as a judge upon anyoneéehawebdenverg but | e
careful to restrain myselina not give any examples that may point to some specific people here.
Many times we do not understand why there is no spiritual progress in ouMe&sdten

wonder that though we are doiagerythingreligious and spiritualyet our lives are not moving
forward. The reason is that prejudice stems our progtessus position and prepare ourselves
sothat God is able to change us and heal the heart of prej\déchave come to a salvation

nearer than when we first believed, but let us know that anydfipdejudice hinders our lived.

looks very innocent and harmless, but it can rob us of our destiny in Christ.

In the New Testament, when the church was struggling to establish itself and move on, we find

the enemy trying to find an entrance into theyyaelace where there wadacking of thelordship

of the Holy Spirit. The enemy tried to hinder every step taken towards enlargemeatenemy

found an entrance in the hearts of Ananias and Saptheaspiritual enlargement in the early

church was oppsed by the enemy tooth and naih counter that work of God and check the

progression to arrest the move of God and frustrate the saipimaigzethe functioning of the

Holy Spirit, the enemy mo viretide Bookof Actstheoapogtle t wo o
Paul points to some of the things that contributed to the hindering @ @adbosede tells of

the ways in which the enemy brougwasthradglout t hi
the flesh of insensitive brothers and sister 8atan tried to counter the work of the SpRight

in the midst of Godbés people, the enemy tried

In the case of Corinth it was the carnality of the brethren that the enemy used as a means to get at
the workof the Lord.The people were carnal, thatlimrn again but not given to the Holy Spirit;

they were driven by their natural sensBse souiman was dominating their lives and through

that the enemy came in and hindered the people of Guale was divi®n andstrife there, and

they were nobf one mind and finally the enemy scattered and disintegrated them.

In Galatia it was the Judaizers that came inand Paulaysy u di d run wel | but
y 0 uMem with religious mind gave a chance foréhenemy to work in their midsPeople with
antagonistic attitudes gave way to the eneffne enemy arrested their progressi@aul says,



AHow soon you were removed fr omTHhehimra@esdadwh o ¢
already come, the obstaslbad already com&he counter move had already taken pldden
comes the great stroke of the enemy against the church.

Without malice andvith real love | want to share that we all need to hear God and move on in
His purposeDespite the weaknesses tave we all have one call upon our livelw many of
us will make it to the end will depend on how we yield and how we respond to the Spirit.

GodoOs wothatlthe snastemstroke of the enemy wasen hebegan to work in the hearts

of the people against the very one who had brought them into this salat@orinth they rose

up against the one who had given himself to such an extent to bring them into this light and
salvation.The one vessel, the vernystrument ofGod in their midst to bring them into salvation

was the object of their oppositionhey came against him relentlesslyh at was t he enen
masterstroke.Those who professed to be interested in the things of God stood up against him.

How terible it is. The same is applicabletoddyut Godds people are unawa
the enemyThis has been through the centuriesople have risen against the very vessel that the

Lord had used to work and dispense His thidde word shows thateBan is set against that
increase and enlargement and so he comes agai
people to furt her Thishapmenhed iatheedayS of Mdséke gnemy wilb s e .
misrepresent that vessel and lie about that mdruaa every means to discount that vessel in

whatever way possibl&ehe enemyo6s ai m i s tletusanothbeignorantohe di v
his devicesThe enemy wants to bring that vessel under asSéhdtenemy will stop at nothing.

He will go onurtil the vessel iparalyzedurtil that vessel cannot fulfill His purposé/e see

this clearly in the life of PauThe life of this man Paul stands out to show this toNessee how

the enemy maliciously and vehemently tried to assault his veryliigthe life of the apostle

stands before us to see this cleakiay God help us as this can happen to @mgof us. The

enemy is out there to make every attempt to stop you from finishing the course, to maliciously

and vehemently arrest, hinder and in savag putyou out. Take this life personally and

seriously.God is speaking His mind to us.

If you are the in the thought of God and His purposes, you are going to meet with the attempts of
the enemy in full measur#.you want to go all the way, the enemwil also go all the wayHe

will attempt to frustrate your onward move in every conceivable way, to frustratarydyou
mayeven meet him physicallyf.ou will meet the opposition in the soul realffou will meet it

in your spiritual manand inside ath outsideyourself In other wordsthis adversary is a reality
and we should be sensitit@and our eyes should be openWe face many situations,
circumstances, voices of men and what they aag so we must be very careful and sensitive of
the malidous ways of the enem$ometimes we think we are sensitibbat we are not spiritually
sensitive enoughVe need to be aware of the malicious lies of the enemy wdtoasvdly

infusing his lies in every fieldGod help usOur eyes should be wide openeative and alert in
our spiritual manlf we are thenwe will find explanation of things in our live&Ve do not find



explanations to things because we are not sensBpealkng of Jesusthe prophet Isaiah says
that He will not judge by the hearing dfs earsnor the seeing of His eyes.

We should see beyond the ordinary, natural and the comv@should be able to see how the
adversary i€omng againsiG o d peaple the very electin these dayLircumstances would
then turn out to be things theéin beexplairedto us.You would find explanations through our
situations And it would cause you to stand up on your f&@tu will no more be a man who is
passivebut you will be activeandalert and you will stand up on your feéélany times the
danger is that we are passive in situatidiege eneng Ouprising is not seemnd maygo
undetected in situationdnd then wecome into places of great lod4/e see things with our
ordinary eyesbut my prayer is that the Lord would opeur eyes to see beyond the normal, the
common and that which meets the eye.

Saints truly the pressure is increasing/hat do you think the Lord W do while the enemy is

moving subtly to thwart and arrest and bring to nothing all that God wants Thed.ord is

looking for something in His peoplele is looking for the depths in His peopi¢e is looking for

a deepening cry, that travail romthe stulAv enge me L or d Foothatwegeelad v er s
to have an eye able s@e beyond the natural,ymad the common situations; then there will be a

cry from the overcoming church, the remnant of God, the €ibety need to have one voice in

this hour, crying out to God to avenge the church of the adversary.

In theBook of Revelatiorwe read of a peopleho sang a songNo oneelsecould learn that
song and they couldnly learn that song in their sorrow and suffering, in their shamehend
oppositionthey endured

Revelation 14:13 And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his
And | heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great
thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their hafpxl they sng as it

were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man
could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed

from the earth.

It is given to you not only to belieybut also to sffier. Paul says that we have not only to
believer for His name sakbut also to suffer for His nam8o when they gave themselves to
suffering it developed in them a faculty to sitigis song.That is what will bring this remnant to
a cry in the depth#ds one man they il cry before the throné.believe that in the days to come
the Lord will bring His remnant to that place of crying in the depths to the one who will hear
them.

In Luke 18 we read of those who will cry day and nigtmd the cry must béhere.The Lord has

put these two things togethéintil there is that cry there cannot be that avengenunitl this

cry emanates from His people there cannot be a destruction of the ¢hsseyns that the cry is
essentialMy own longing in my heart for all of us is that we may see this and we may act in our



lives. When we believe His wordve mustalso be alive to this word:he adversary has broken
into many livesHe comes to stealob and destroyHe is very progressivia his work.May we
be careful

There are so many cri es t h atheirennaearsdtfoe hedlingp m Go d
for that blessing, for that situation, for that purpose, for this needtrue that we need to reach

out to God and we haveceived answers to our situations, our ¢i@@sl our needdVe received

answers to our prayers of many ye#s we have not touched the real issues in our lives which
remained untouched because eveth@situations our eyes did not see beyond theaitons.

Our prayers were only for relief from the situatidie real issues in our lives were never

touched Saints, it is my prayer that God would hé&pbring usbeyondthe situations that meet

the eye Our prayers should go beyond the depths.

1 Corinthians10:13There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Everytime we have a situatiomwe look for an escape roufEhat is what our prayer,ibut the

true way of escape is to stay in the true will of the Fathestay in His will is the place of rest.

To stay in will of the Father is the place of our safety jarodection in our situationddany

times we never touch the deep issues in our INé&sgo from situation to situatioMany cries

have gone out from our hegrésxd we have received many answers, but my prayer is that there
may be a different cry in tise daysMy prayer is that this pressure may bring me to a place of
cryinggf Avenge me of m¢ adversary O God

The Holy Spirit is producing this cry, a united cry in His people, one voice to cry before the
throneGoddés hour sync hrGodndisz etsi nwei tshy nocuhrr ocnriizeess. wi t
than our own timeHe fixes His time in relation to something el may fix His time but He

fixes it in relation to something elddis time is related to and fixed in relation to something else.

In otherwordst he comi ng of t he L qbudtdsgelatedtonsomethany be ap
else.His coming may be a fixed thing and an appointed thngit is related to somethinglis

appearing to avenge the church is related to the cry of His people to dverupeirch.

The children of Israel were in bondage for 400 ye@ing Lord had promised to bring them out
with great substance. Way back in Genesis when there was no nation as Israel, the Lord had
promiseddeliveranceBut we see that the time wappointed in relation to the cry upon their
heartsGodds hour synchroniHeedoaesnddht sfoimetthh en gt ierhes
time in relation to something.he coming of the Lord to this earth, His glorious return has been
appointed by the Faer and it is related to something on the earth asas@llHis peopleO

may God open our eyelle will avenge His church against the enedwyd when we see the
children of Israelwe see the adversary becoming hard with I1érdelrd and yet hardetfher

cry resulted in a hardening of the adversathere was a man in the wilderness that was being
preparedAnd everything synchronize@hat is our GodHis hour synchronizes with the cry of
His people.



If the Lord by His Holy Spirit were to produce tlay in His churchwe could settle in our

hearts that His coming is very sotmok at all that is happening in the church at laigee

enemy has closed in and everything has come to a stari@istitbday many preachers cannot
understand thisThey thirk that great things are happening by their preacWigen the Son of

Man returnswill He find faith in the eartAThe enemy is within the camputt hey dondt r e
it. It was startling to hear a story where a man was used as a prdpletd been iministry for

many years and then it was revealed to him that he had a bad habit that he had not left. People
come to salvation and leave their bad habits, but he succumbed to the old habitHe aasl in
ministry and weHknown and respecte8ut he wasxposedThe enemy is closing itde will

not spare saints or leadeHe wants to come and destroy the instruments of the Twel.

enemy is doing this in the earth tod&any begin well but the enemy closes in and cuts them

off.

Look how careful th@postle Paul was in his lifele repeatedly said to the leaders like Titus,
0Keep a cr iyouisalfantl theethings yauspeaik doing this you will save yourself
and t he o0 ne sBuwdday leaderakeepwy oritical @ye updimers They seento
think that Paul said to Titus to keep a critical eye upthers! The Scripture says take heed to
thy self and in doing this you will save yoursétaul called the elders and said take heed to
yourself and the flock of Godkirst is the self anthen othersMay God save us.

This is the time to be alert to ourselves and the realfies.what the Lord said,Si n i s
crouchi ng dtansayptbheradversany is crauching at the déter have to be very
careful.

Paul says that the enemy hstood and hindereaim. He was mightily used of God, anointed of
God, a man of revelation, he had raised the deaiche says the enemy hindered hirhis is the
reality and we need to knowive candét t Roka think that thed.drd did patant
Paul to go on or that He had allowed Satan to hinder Renilat all, not in this cas®&ut the
enemy withstood and stopped him.

This is where we need to lay hold of the throne in these days for the releasdivihe

intention of the Lord for i peopleL et Goddés divine will and pur pc¢
portion.How will we lay hold of these thingd®e can lay hold of His throne throughrcry as

we prevailfrom our innermost being¥Ve need to come and seize this thrdhis very

necessary.

| was remindeaf the apostle Paul when | was meditating this morriifeywrites,

Ephesians 6:189 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all safmd;for me, that
utterance may be given unto me, that | may open my mouth boldly, to make known the
mystery of the gospel,

Ephesian$:18 (AMP) Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit,
with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong



purpose and perseverance, I nterceding in beh
people).

Ephesias 6:19 And [pray] also for me, that [freedom of] utterance may be given me, that
| may open my mouth to proclaim boldly the mystefy t he good news (the

Paul 6s plea to the saints was that ththkay may p
he may open his mouth boldly to preach the gosteineeded the prayers of his people; he
knew that there is an adversary and that there is a great battle.

There is a ministry here for us to prtebeai | up
released and fulfilled in these last dayspite of the work of the adversaryVe need to draw

nigh, to have a revelation of His purpose and this word, to have a light in our being, and to have
spiritual reinforcement in our lives so that we camedo that destiny in Christ Jestiere is

our responsibilityTake it into your heart to be a people who will have a cry and will lay hold of

the throne of God.

Godoés desire will be brought into opMyation b
prayer is that we as a church will be a part of that remnant, that we may be found in that travail.
This is my prayer, this is my longing and thi

of that remnantlLet us give ourselves to this call in dives. Thereforegive ourselves to His

voice this morning and respond to this call as we step into this newykan the Holy Spirit

brings that cry up o,wewihkeowlhat#she timge has domedar Hilhso pe o p
return.

There is a mirstry here for His people to travail before the throne of Godéogathe church
of the adversaryHow much more will God avenge His own elect who will cry day and night
before His presence.



The Need for Spiritual Sight

The Lord is in need of men ancmen who will serve His ends and His purpdsis.need is

great and yet He may not bring a people into seeing His need at a particulaHgmeay not do

that if He sees that His people are not ready for Him.needisgreabut He wondt dr ac
peopleto meet His need just because His need is giHsawvaitsuntil He gets people who can be

brought intathe fulfilling of His needHe waits till the heart of His people is broken by the

things that are happening arouhémin their current situationdt is such a heart that will

understand the situations arouhdmthat matter to the LordA heartunderstanding is important

for it is a heart matter with the Lor@od is looking for a people with a heart who would say,

ALor d, t he oormylifejsthatMoiufri d enttiearesft s and Iltpur poses
must be a matter of heddve for the Lord and for what is His purpose, not just for the ministry

or the work of GodIt must bebut for the Lord and what is His.

Many people are willing tgo into ministry when they want to do the work of GBdt the word
that | saiah heard peopl e ltisrotakmattegof avanstry ormWh o wi
work; it is a matter of a love for God and that which is His, His testimony and Hisggurpo

When the Lord gets you to that plageu will be seen as a man who is broken down and
annihilated When you come to a place of meeting His need will be a broken man because
your eyes are open to see that the Lord does not get what He warttsriesgeve will be
broken when we see that He does not get what He wamdsthat becomes the travail of the
sou.We woul d s a yYpudaskteoisrbding universally rejected, neglected and set
a s i dhen you will see God doing something deepithiw your being, deep within and
without.

The Lord loves usand His love comes in many wayvenbringing correction into our lives.
The son whom He loves He also corretitgou do not want to be corrected by the Spydu

are not going to be a simHis kingdom.Today it is a tragedy in the spiritual world that no one
wants correctionHebrew 12 says you remain a bastargbifi refuse correctionVe remain a
mixture and we will not grow up into His soe see the love of God coming toasHe

brings correction upon our lives.

Let us read some important passages in Scriptures concerning seeing things in a spiritual way.

Numbers 22:3B1 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not | thine ass, upon which thou
hast ridden ever since | was thine unto tey? was | ever wont to do so unto thee? And
he said, NayThen the LORD opened the eyes of Balaaand he saw the angel of the
LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his
head, and fell flat on his face.

Numbers 24:31 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said,
and the man whose eyes are open hath $#edhath said, which heard the words of God,
which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a tranmet having his eyes open



Mark 10:4 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples
and a great number of peoplalind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway
side begging.

Mark 10:5252 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that Idstdou
unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive myAightlesus
said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole irAmediately he received
his sight,and followed Jesus in the way.

Mark 8:2225 And he cometh tBethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and
besought him to touch hirAnd he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the
town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he
saw oughtAnd he looked u@nd said, | see men as trees, walkiAfier that he put his

hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restwleshw every

man clearly.

John 9:17 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from hig\bdthis
disciplesasked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was
born blind?Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the
works of God should be made manifest in himust work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can waskong as | am in the world, |

am the light of the world/Vhen he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay
of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with theAcldygid unto him,

Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, SeEetyent his way

therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

John 9:2%He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, | know not: one thing |
know, thatwhereas | was blindnow | see.

Ephesians 1:}18 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge ofTheeyes of your
understanding being enlightenedhat ye may know what is the hopéhf calling, and
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Acts 26:18To open their eyesand to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among hem which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Revelation 3:18 counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint the eyes with eyesaluwbat thou mayest see.

In these many verses that stretch right across the Bible we read about spiritua Betetajng
the Lord and seeing Him in our lives is of crucial significance tdf uge are open we will come
into a seeingn a real way.



As we contemplate the things in the spiritual world toaesysee many weaknesses and maladies

that have an effect upon our own liv8$ie greatest weakness is spiritual blindness amongst

Godods TPhe mg pradlem of ourtimesisthatpi r i t ual blindness has
We declare today to be a day of great achievement, a day of unequalled enlightenment among
spiritual people, a day that is much better and brighter than previous Tihagss our

declaration; that is our clairBut the leaders are blind who lead others who are Blihdt is

what Jesus said’he blind are leading the blinke ner al |y speaking, Godods
far as Godos p Whep it ®mes to svelfarénay are neadyeta grab everytgin

in the name of the Lord if it will help and benefit theBut as far as His purpose is concerned

they are blind in this houtt is only when our eyes are opened will we be able to see that God is

not getting what he o0 ugboplehawe sebasidegHespurposeg, t hat

The spiritual passages that have been quoted aboveustibat there are people who are
spiritually blind. It begins with those who have never seen; those who are bornAtiddhen

there are those who have been givision, but are not able to see very cleane man could

see partiallybut could see better after a second tolttere are others who have a true and clear
sight as we read iBphesiand.. The realm of the divine thought and purpose are still wagimg
others the Holy Spirit has yet to open those things, a word has yet to be done in them, a fuller
work is yet awaited in their lives where there needs to be a further opening of their eyes to see
the divine thoughts and intenfBhen again there aredbe who have seen and have followed the
Lord and His ways but have lost their spiritual sight of that which they possessed at one time and
have now become blinét one time they could see anduldfollow, but sincehave lost that
spiritual sight of thoséhings which were theirs and have become blind with an additional fatal
factor ruling themThat is terrible and that additional factor is that they still think they are
seeingthough theyn reality have lost it.That was the Laodicean conditiofhey were blind to

their own blindnessThat was their tragedf2rophetically we are in the Laodicean age and |

know that there is a fatal additional condition into which we have dbisea terrible state for
anyoneto be i® not sensing our loss.

In Balaamwe find a representativeness of spiritual blindn&hat is what we must seand let

none of us have a heart of offenBalaamwas blinded by gaing.he prospect of gain in life

kept him blind.This can happen to psolet us examine our live§¥Ve warn to seebut we could
beblindl n t he New Test ame rBalaambe whe acdh onfe atnhse tGawkai yn gc
guestion of gaiéd seeing the things of God in terms of gains and lb€sn bring blindness to

our spiritual eyesBalaamwas blind to the thouds and purpose of GoHe failed to see the

Lord in the way and finally the Lord opened His eyess the Lord Himselivho stood in his

way, though the word says that it was an angel (Numbers 24:3, 4 makes it clear that it was the
Lord Himself).SuchwaB a | a alindhessthat he always thought of things that could affect
him. He was blinded by personal consideratidviay God watch over ug!do not stand here to

be a judge over any on€o be blinded by personal considerations is a spiritual realitgy.We

may desire to see the Lord high and lifted lwet we must see whether we are blinded by other
things and if so we need deliverand&’'e can be blinded by personal consideratithse pause



on this questiorthe Spirit will be faithful to hels. If we consider howvewould benefit, what
would affectme what will it costme where do | stand in terms iy benefits, or what arh

going to lose by way of thdsthat is the moment when darkness can overtake us to follow the
way ofBalaam

We alsohave the example of Saul of Tars8swul was a blind man because he had a religious

zeal that made him blin&eal for tradition, for accepted things, for religious things can make us
blind to the progressive things of Gadeal for established and acceptbings can make us

blind towards the purpose of Gothis is what we see all aroudiczeal for their own

denomination, for their own ministry, for their own doctrine, for their own ndinteaves them

blind to the further purpose of Gdd. Acts 26 wesee he pr onoun 61 0 being u:
than anywhere else (especially verse 9 onwiaidsought, | also did, | this and | thai)e see a
principle even for our timeOur devotion to our tradition can bring blindneSsir devotion to

the repetition of thigs we have been doing, to certain form and pattern that is separated from the
Spirit, can cause blindneddow much we need to be sensitiVée may have a desire to see but

we must check whether we have a blindness.

Saul was a man of great learnitgsingthe natural things is an indication of our spiritual
blindnessPaul 6s natural eyes were blinded Wthen he
many people there are many things that hinder tinem seeng the Lord and His purpos&he

thing that hindes them from seeing spiritually is that they have seen too much natoraiiyth

their natural eyesand that hinders them from seeing with their spiritual €jeat can be a

hindrancé seeing too much by the naturéhey not only see too muchut theyalso see in the

wrong way.Many therefore are seeing with natural senses and faculties of masfantellect.

They are seeing the things of God with their much learring this is evident in the spiritual

world. Only the Holy Spirit can help us temove all that is in the wayhose things can really

block our seeingSaul ofTarsus stands there to give us that warning.

The Lord did a tremendous work in the life of Sadis blindness was removed on the way to
Damascus causing his spiritual eyesee things he had never seen befbteft a mark upon
his life from that dayFrom the day that the Lord met this man on the road to Damascus
something happened even to his natural dyegas like Jacob who never recovered from the
touch of God upn the hollow of his thigh.

Galatians 4:1%here is then the blessedness ye spake of? for | bear you record, that, if it
had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me.

Paul says, AYou r ecolgenm zweidt htJacayt wadkgdelith ddimb o me pr
all the days of his life and the touch of God upon his thighs remained till thé senke and feel

that this was true in the life of the apostle Paul as Whkt mark lasted all his lif&Saints, what

a toud that waslt reminded the man of God that spiritual seeing is so differentbat you

can gather frorknowledgevia our sensedVe can talk spiritual things with our natural mind and

yet be a blind people asButSaw sad i Ged@andpurmpos®
that he received on the road to Damascus was all about thdteyas.all about seeing and not a



ministry. This is what he repeated in Acts 26 when he Koy Agrippa that he was not

disobedient to that which he saw with his eyesias not a ministry but a seeimpt doing this

and thatThe commission on the road to Damascus was all about seeing spiritually, about eyes,
about seeing that took him to thetlday of his life.

Let us not play with the things of Goldlis time to strip ourselves of our own ideas and things.
May God helpuswe ar e coming 1 nto sefhesearsnottimeséos | n
justify our ways but times to be open beforedG

Every spiritual eyesight is a miracle from Gdtdcannot come about by our effort but when we
are open to Gadhere could be an intervention of G&ihen there is a strong cry accepting that
we are blind and blinded by things, then the Holy Spirit wiervene.

John 12:48 am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not
abide in darkness.

John 9:5As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.

After saying these words, He goes about opening the eyes of arizaiméfe illustrates thate

is the light of the world by dealing with a man who was born blgalspiritual sight is a miracle
from God and we must accept tHhsr it is the foundation of our live&Jnless a man be born
again he cannot se€his means tht when a man is born again he begins tolséein seeing
that we begin our spiritual lifd8ut remember that it is a continuglogressiveseeing.

On the road to Damascus, Paul had a meeting with God and then we see that he spent several
years inArabia and then he beheld the Lord more cledtywaited on God and there was a
further seeing and beholding in his lif&nd every work of seeing was a work of heawafith

every fragment of truththere needs to be a seeing in our ljwes must be lwught into a place

of seeing, a seeing that is beyond our poWédras to be from abovéhat is clearly seen in

P a u | O6Beryfragiment of truth brought him to a place of beholding the [Spdtitual life is

not only a miracle in its inceptiolt.is a continuous miracle to the very end of our li\Because

we have heard the word, or desire to see the things qfdd@dayed a good prayer, it does not
mean we are ther@here has to be act of God in our livébat is beyond our poweBut in all

those blind men we see that they acknowléeldbat theywereblind. If we think we already see

then it is a fatal addition to our blindne§shat i s a tragedy,andnytry has
is that this may not be our conditiaviay God help usl share this with a heaviness of heart that
we should not be suchMay we give ourselves to the Spirlthe effect of the loss of spiritual

sight is terribleTo lose spiritual vision is terribl&lany who could see at one time have lost the
ability to seeThat has happened again and agamd it can happen with us as well.

To lose the spiritual vision is to lose the supernatural feature of our spiritudldewill

produce the Laodicean state in st us realize our true spiritual conditiorhe Laodcean

church had not only lost ihspiritual feature of their life but they were not willing to accept that.
We dondét want t mer cmamnd $The@pnessionahat. Godehas
wrought in our hearts is that we may fit into His purpdisis. not a matter of name or

h i



organizationlf we were to go after organization or make a name for ourselves, we would not

have been in the condition we are in todByere were times when we looked at our satisfaction

and did not think about Goth the iritual world we seldom hear about failuteyery meeting

iS a great success and one is better thanthe tMeer. d o n 6t w a, fortthatftbangssue h o o d s
into that category that hasatradditional factor in our live$D may God help usSee what the

Lord says about the Laodicean church:

Revelation 3:160 then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spue
thee out of my mouth.

Why did the Lord say these words to the Laodicean chutei@s because they had lost the
supernaturafeature of their callingThey had become earthly and religiolisey came out of

the heavenly placélay we be serious about this and not come out of our place that God has

brought us in by His mercy.et us be open and be given to the Spirit of Gdtke greatest need

in this hour is that God would have a people who would be able to see by the power of the Spirit

an intervention of God, a miracle in their livd8e can say that in the his
there never was a time that there could be @lpesho could arise and say that they see what is

upon the heart of Godhat is the great need in this hountil a people Wl arise with such a

seeingthere is no hopeur hope hangs upon what we see, beloved people ofABtiis time

of confusionand chaodragedy and contradiction, there is a dire need for a remnant that would
arise and see what is upon Godés heart, for a
what 1 s up oThisv@daldibdirgy a hees arospect, sainfbat isthe need sucha

people.That is our challengédt would not be men who have studied much or read much, not

men who have prepared a great dieal men who haveeen That is what God is in need of.

With deep conviction and burden | want to say that we Imeistpen in the Spirit to see the

blindness upon our live§Vhat is in the way®Ret us not justifyourselvesWe are not here for
anything but Godods pur po sletusbe bumbldhaadopembuo ne bi n
lives to correction.

John 9:1318 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was bind.it was the

sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened hiFkgrsagain the Pharisees

also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine
eyes, and Washed, and do se€herefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of

God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner
do such miracles? And there was a division among théey say unto the blind man

again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet.
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his
sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight.

Wefindthate ver since this mands ey e sinalhethegweotppened t
the parents of the one whose eyes were opened and asked them whether he was\Wege®n.
something happening here.



John 9:1925 And they asked them, saying, Is tloaryson, who ye say was born blind?

how then doth he now sekts parents answered them and said, We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blinBut by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who
hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of agjehim: he shall speak for himsélhese
words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already,
that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore said his parents, He isagfe; ask himThen again called they the man that was
blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a dteer.
answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, | know not: one thing | know, that,
whereas | was blind, now | see.

Jesus said | am the ligland He brought this man out of darkneBst the powers of darkness
could not hold on to that and accepflihe Pharisees went to the parents and then again they

called the man that was blind to verify the realitiie samepowegsay t oday in our m
this your daughter who went to Delhito studyh at has happeAnetie t o his <c
parents say, AWe have only one thing to say t

ago.Do not ask us anything more ferh e i s The pareatgoéthedlind men said this
because they were afraid of the Pharisees.

There is a price we have to pay if we come to a place of séédiece is a cost involvedlet us

not think that seeing and beholding is just something ptabte and a great gain in this world.

Let me say clearly that it may cost us everything mag everbring challenges to your parents

and the ones you lovBecause there is immense value of seeing that we have not even touched
so far, there will be a knaing of this by SatartHe knows what will happen to him when the
miracle of eyes being opened is received by the pedpkeprince of this world has blinded the
eyes of the worldBlessed are those whose eyes are ofghthem.An unexplainable

somethinghas happened in them.

Saintsthere is a great need today for the eyes of people to be op&red.25 is very explicit.

One thing | knowthat whereas | was blindow | can see/Vhat a need there is for people who
can stand in that position of this mdt is a great thing to be in that position and say that there is
one thing | knowthat | was blingdbut now | can seddow much | do not know is not the matter.
But what matters is that my eyes are opeinée. issue is one thidgthe miracle of seeind.do

not know many thingsut one thing | knowthat what | know is born of GodlVhat | know is a
divine act.Can we say thatCan we be in that positiomay God bring this conviction upon our
hearts.

What an impact came upon this makNfRat aregistration there was upon his lifeffe and light

always go togethetf a man really seeshere is always lifeThis is the realityThat is a great
challengeTher e i s much we have not seen but can we
miracle of Ga.l t i s a n Fram ihitiatooh to édresdmmation our spiritual lives must

have this secret that now we can Sd&at was true of the apostle Paul and it has got to be true in

our lives.We are maintained in this atmosphere of a miracle where wseedhis an



atmosphere where there are fresh occasions to come into places where we have never seen
before.That is the intensity by which we must be drawn to Giadlthere be an intense hunger
that seems as if you had never known the Lord beldratis the intent by which we must come;
not just seeing for the sake of seeibgt with a hunger and longing for Him.

May the Lord make us a people whose eyes have been opened hyeGasibe sensitivdor |

see the love of God visiting ul$.will become more visible in the days to conrwhether we
continue our days in blindness or whether
our hunger for the Lord.

we



The Spoils of Battle

God has been faithful to speak to us in our hearing Aaraie havealways heardit is one thing
to hear good things from His wardut it is another thing to hear themith spiritual earsThe
Lord is no respecter of persqis® let us be open to hear the Spiviay we be open to the Lord
for the liberty in the Spirit.

1 Chronicles 26:27 KJWut of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate to maintain the
house of the LORD.

1 Chronicles 26:27 (AMPFrom spoil won in battles they dedicated gifts to maintain the
house of the Lord.

There are slight variations in differetnanslationsOne translation puts it thisway.Out of t he
battles and the spoils did thdhesmisthattheyt e t o r
received in the battles were used to maintain or repair the house of the Lord.

The Lord has beeministering these words to my hearhe emphasis in this passage is not so

much on the battle but on the repair of the house of the Iig.is what the Lord has been

ministering to mel have been seeking the Lord to keep my focus upon the Theteare many
situations in our livesbut to remain focused on the Lord is the main bafihs verse which

emphasizes the repair and maintenance of the house of the Lord appears to be quite strange when
one meditates on it.

The root word forrepair or maintan here mean#o strengtheror to make soundr pure,to

consolidatelt would mearthatout of the battles or spoils did they strengthen the House of God,

to make it sound in the mind of Gothere are battles connected to the process of building.

Whenthe house of God is built there are battidien the temple was being restored there was
opposition and battle&\nd there are battles even when the building is raiBkdre is a need to

preserve the building and a need for it to be maintaiflee.orighal splendorand glory is kept

and maintained till the end@he glory of the house of God has to be maintained perpetlrally.
otherwordst her e needs to be something t hhetusbheai nt ai
open to hear what God has ty.da is an important word for the times in which we ,aaed for

the times ahead.

There needs to be something that maintains the glory of the Hthese. are battles when the

house is being bujland there will be battles even when the house has bderSmmething is
necessary to maintain it accor dnithejewt o Godds o
Testament times even after the Lord had raised up churches, when Paul went to these places

there were battles, but there were battles also when thehelsuhad been raisethere are

different kinds of battles when the believers have been set together asa pedple. There is

a need to maintain the call of God arhali t he pu
purpose under which God Has bght us together must be preserved and sectliredbody that

has been established by the Lord has to be maintained with the initial purpose which must be



strengthened from time to tim&he purpose of God for which He has raised us up, that vision

which He has given us, with which we haveen assembled, that calling that has brought us

together must be preserved and consolidated fromtime tofimheat 1 s Gododés mi nd &
and His wisdom is far greater than the wisdom of nsanout of the spoils dhe battle the

house of God is going to be strengthened, preserved and maintained.

God allows conflicts in the lives of His people.His divine sovereignty God allows conflicts

and we see this right through the word of Gblde divine wisdom of God w&ing sovereignly
allows conflicts to come to keep things strong, pure and hedlkbay.is His wisdor@ His ways

and means to preserve His original pur@oseo keep things strong in Go
| i ves of Gaitldstssem pod® nedessarythe purity that God is seeking to have for
Himself. The Lord is seeking to have a habitation for Himself, a glorious bride, an overcoming
church, to have what He has desired in His he@anflicts in the Diving judgments are essential
to maintain theHouse of GodWe often find it difficult to look upon conflicts with this thought

or angle.To regard the terrific conflicts that we go through individually and even corporately as
things that God wants to have to maintain the call of,@od as necessary for the building of

the House of Gods strange to many of u$shat is where our wisdom is so different and lower
thanthe wisdom of Godwe have all experienced conflicts and battteg we need to underline

a few things.

Firstly, thee battles are bound to increase in intensity in these 8aysetimes they get almost

if not altogether beyond the powers of our enduranbere will be little letup from these
conflicts. The number of battles, the pressures, the intensity may incredsedoming daysn

the word it says thatwasout of t he spoil s t haltisnbtlustgnewon i n
battle but several battleg/e are into a warfare where there are many baitkeshave faced

many spiritual battles in the initidays when we came to the Lord and in the times when we

took the first steps in the Lordnd we have seen the enemy coming as a flood, experienced the
fury of the oppressor, the constant presence of the evil to destroy oukle@edso must have

had qeestions as to why God allowed thisren though we know thiget we had questions in

our mind and we wondered why the Lord would not cut it short, why it had to be prolonged, why
it could not be curtailedAnd in this versavhich we are meditating upome find the answelt

is all for the sake of the repair of the House of the Ltirid.to maintain the original call that is
resting upon our lives.

When we examine the history of thingsitisn the
found tobe true that where there has been a true increase, a maintaining by the Lord, a

preservation of His house and His purpose, it has always come in the line of a battle, of conflict

i n the | ivesAndtheylaeeddned fpore degplexperiencexoflicts and battles

in their lives. The Lord has deeply convinced me of this trdthe Lord has stirred my heart in

these thought#Any gain from theincrease, preservation and maintaining of His original

thoughts has come from the line of batflbati s G o d 0 sThew iis s)aovhen way that God

can maintain this calluponourlivedle see this clearly in the New



church was made secure through trials, pressures and adversitiesglorious years of the

early churchthe clurch maintained the call upon their liv8$iey went through many pressures

and adversitiesand all these maintained that original glow and @dlls is so encouraging to
seeThisisarealtyThi s i s Goddés wisdom to keep His puri

This house of Godhe church, if it were literal then we could have gone around it and related to
it. In the natural wesay that we had nothing but God whimvided us this house, this thing and
that thing.We can point our finger and say that a certain thing in oursligeresult of such and
such a thingWe can point to our cycle or car and say that it is a result of my earning or my

f at her 6 sWegcanfrdlatetinahis way to the natural things we haékes is true in the
spiritual building as wellMay we havehat sense in our spirindividually and corporately we

can say that so and so thing was a result of such and such avthingie able to be able to say
that this spiritual thing | have is a result of this situation.

One brother told me that he heeteived something very specific from the Lord in these days.

He said he could not have received it in any other vliast as we can say in our natural life that

this is out of this or that, may God give us the spiritual ability to see what has comentnittof

situation in our livesAnd that is how God is maintaining and preserving thisdall.f it had n
been for that terrible time and situationin my,liieor d, t hi s woul d Hibt have
had not been for that trial in my life, thisrpaf the building would not have come about Lord.

Godods securi ng Wihatthe early ehurshsecutrad thfowgh teats and

difficulties is so different from the way we secure spiritual things toliay. God strengthen our

hearts.

You and | @n say, as we look at our lives, that we have come to a place of establishment due to
some patrticularly difficult times that we had experiendeis.the same in the spiritual realih.

we are sensitivehis truth holds good for now and the days to cobethat day of the Lord

maybe the Lord will tell usr show us what we acquired spiritually in the trials and temptations,
pressures angde wills a y , Al s eeThehava lnuoew oLfortdhat came out
This good came out of that triat.is all built into that eternal purpose of God that God is

securing, maintaining, preserving and establishigd allows adversities in our lives.

Out of the spoils the house of God is seculiéthse things were used to recover and to maintain
that glorywhich was lostThat is what the Lord has been placing on my héathe terrible

days of persecutigiod allowed His remnant to go through many kinds of trials and
temptationsHe did this to recover and restore something that was lost in the chiethwhich
was lost in the original was restored in and through a people who were willing to give
themselves to all the conflicts thegdured Through their struggles, persecutions and sufferings
the purity was maintainedhe fullness was restored, tbelling and purpose was maintained.
Through opposition, reproaches and persecutions, the breakdowns were secured.

That is what God is doing even todéle will put His remnant in the earth today, put us through
somethingand out of that He will secure sething that is necessary to guard against the threats
that areagainst the churcfi.he Lord will put us through situations to guard against that which is



about to be lost, that which is a threat to the purpose of God, that which is being attacked by the
enemyyso t hat God doalosp thalhe Lerd w Blisiviisdlom counters the enemy
through our sufferingdifficulties and trials and guards against those things which are under
threat of the enemy and about to be lost.

Even to maintain this callingp our lives, to maintain the goal and purpose of God in our,lives

we will have to go through trials and suffering, individually and collectivEhe Lord allows

the enemy to come against Asd we can take the enemy and show him the results of his

ondaughts in our livesThis is not for his satisfaction or beneftor we can say t o h
meant to destroy me, but it Mdy&adstregthédnewd i n ano
hearts and our spirits in these days.

When the Lord sees a threat froine enemy to His own house, or some kind of loss to His

house, or some kind of threat over His testimony, wanting to bring some kind of deviation or loss

to His people, He sees itwellinadvanbea vi d cr i es out , ALord preseil
violent me n That wordpreservemeans from the hidden schemes of the &/#.cannot see the

hidden things of the enemigut the Lord canSo the Lord can see the threat to this call, to the

purpose of God that is about to come uponThere needs to be a streimgning therefore anda

repairing and a recovery is necessatg.is able to see the weakness coming in tdls.way

that the Lord counters the enemy is to bring us into situafescannot see thibut He can.

This is beyond our comprehensidie les the enemy in through circumstances in the lives of

God 6 s TPhe loolallews the enemy to come into our lives not only in the process of
evangelism and bringing in of peophait even after thaf his can be seen from the lives of the
apostlesThisi s Godoés way to keep t he Mhpoayesigthaptnis e and
may go deep into our hearts.

We cannot keep t he Lor dolssteinManystienk weecanudo s bylay mer
pure ministration of the pure word or sound dinet’\We must have a sound woizlit many
times we think it is enought does not work outthatway.hi s does not mean we
sound doctringbut thatin itself will not be able to keep the house pure.keep things pure

something more is neededle wi | | never keep things holy acc
aGodgiven word,or by an orthodox teachin@ut those sound and precious teachings from
Goddéds word are kept [|ivi ng,aadcdnflgsthatearetinkedb ugh o

the call of GodWe go through challenges, reproaches, oppositions and it is there that the sound
doctrine is kept living and pur&here is no easy way if we want to be a part of this call of God.

Every bit of truth that we receive livingly will takesunto conflicts and it will be established
through conflictsThere is a lot to meditate hetéthe truth is received livingly it will lead us to
reproaches and conflicts,will put us into opposition and rejectiodsid if we are to be
established ithat truth then we will face more conflicts will be worthless until there has been
a battle over itAnything of the Lord is worthless until there has been a battle owdfeithave to
fight overanythingthat is of the LordIf the Lord calls you tdake up any position in this call
and if you are to stand up with Hjtyou will certainly have to be engaged in bathlteExodus



32 when Moseaskedvhowaso n  t h e L lwow mhahysstosdiwdhenim®@nly the Levis

stood with himbut it was not an eastand.lt immediately brought upon them a battleis
worthless until every stand is brought into conflithere we see what happened to th&hey

took their swords and they came into conflict with their own brethren, their own kith and kin.
That wagheir call. Any time we take up His purpose we will have to take a steinere will be

an element of battlny stand, any conviction, any truth, any position that you have to take up
in this calling involves a battléf you have said yes to the Lord einthe Spirit has convicted

you in your heattthen you have not come to that place yetu will get to that only when you
have gone through a conflicthe real value is only proved after you have gone through a
conflict and a battle.

We may have agreexhd benconvinced of all that the Lord has said, we may assent to all we
have heard from the Lor@ut it is still not provedirtil you face the element of opposition,

battle, sufferingconflict, and rejections that will come our walhere is no otheway, for this is

the wisdomof Godwe havendét got there, we have not com
truth, the real ground of that conviction by therd to usif we have not faced the battle and

gone through the suffering in relation to thBEite enemy comes and afflicts us and we wonder
where the divine sovereignty of the Lord li€an the enemy do just as he liké&?, he cannat

but the Lord allows jtas we read in His wordo position you, consolidate you, make you to

cling to the crosshie purpose of God, to bring you into His eternal values which we have been
cherishing all this whileHe allows us to go through these trials to bring us into those values that
are eternalThe Lord knows that you are going to get something out of thiictotHe sees that

often we take a spiritual position mechanically that will not bring us to that place in Gheast.

have to come to these things spiritually and not mechanically or in any other way and that is why
the Lord allows us to go through canofk to attain His purpose in Chri€ut of such battle

some extra will comdn all the battle there is something that the Lord will secure for His house.

The apostle Paul says in RomaiisVe ar e more than conquerors. o

Romans 8:3B9 Nay, in all thes¢hings we are more than conquerors through him that
loved usFor | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to coNa, height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be ablw separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

| have been seeking the Lord to reveal to me the true meaning dftibi.ord eventually spoke
to me and | have been greatly blessed by a fresh understanding of these verses.

TheLao d doesnd6t just bring u¥Wednplydoinatfigbt bagtlesftoor t h.
win them.In my little understanding have always thought that battles are to be Wctories

have to be wonWe fight in order to winThe apostle Paul sawle are more than conquerors

meaning that we have more than victorlde.said that it is not that we have victory over these

things but there is something morecan say to my brother that you have had more than

victories.We have battles not only tovevictory, but we have much more according to the



purpose of God.et the Lord open our eye®ur fights are not to just have victofor us to be
more than conquerors means to be more than just being vict@inething out of those
battles, out of thse victoriesmust come to udt is not a matter of winning battles or
overcoming somethindput there is something mayemore than victorylt is something that
causes you to maintain the house of Gidtat something more is that which will enhance the
glory of the Lord in our livesThat is more than a conqueyrand | was greatly strengthened by
what the Lord wanted to minister to us.

We are not only to overcome the eneMie have not only to beat the enemy to cause him some
loss, but in the battle were to get something out of him that will benefit the glory of the Lord.
The spoils of the battle will be to the glory of the house of the L@ad. you imagine that this
enemy has something that can be used and enhanced for the purpose D& dd®fles the

mind. That the enemy has things of value to God is difficult to unders¥dacknow that the
enemy robbed man in the beginniMge are more than conquerors to not only defeat him but to
rob him of those things that he had taken from rmdat blessedny heart so much.

It is not a matter of having victorh ut of taking those dextrasodo fr
restored back to Godo6és et er nalTheenemyphasstakent hat i
much from man and that has to be taken back totligshe Bride of Christlt is to this end that

Christ died on the Cross to bring forth a glorious bridee enemy has to be plundered so that a

people enter into that realtlay God help us!

We are to be more than conquerduest this be more meanindfto us now.t is out of these

battles and conflicts that the Lord would receive that which could be used to strengthen,
maintain,andkeep you healthy in the house of G¥de need to seek His grace that we can face
these conflicts in our lives, and stamecause of the position we have taken in deep convictions
of the word of GodWe have taken positions in obedience to His word and revealed will to us, to
His purposeThe conflicts will come because of the way we have taken in obedience to His
voice.We are following Him in our lives and we know deep within that this is the way of the
Lord. As a result of that we are thrown into the whirlwind of suffering, rejectiadreproaches.

May we remember that it is not loss that lies in that directianit is a pain in that directiort

is not a matter of just victory, but of some
enemy from the situatioff.he conflict will yield something for the Lord, something for His

house, and something for this célat is resting upon us.

Let us really take this call seriously in our livéfswe receive His word and His voicee will

see the reality of this word in our livdset us keep our eyes focused onthe Lord. don 6t st an.
here to judgenyone but if you areopen the Lord will show where you stand and where you are

in situationsMay the Lord help all of udWlany times we can take a stand based upon our
convictionsbut we havenoét cBSeeet dlerkavaendturcomeeisnt
because the value has not been proved in their lives. Every bit of truth will bring us into a

conflict. The battle will establish us in the truth.



If we accept the word, we will be challenged. Let it not be that we accept the word, but not the
pressure tat it brings. Let us not be a people who merely appreciate the word but not the value

of the trial that comes afterwards. Any position we take will bring us into conflict. Anything we

take in obedience to His word will bring a challenge. We must readigpa¢hat challengé.et

us face the pressure, the trial, the ballevid said that the Lord is the preserver of his life but

we see that he was running from cave to celemust have wondered where the sovereign hand

of the Lord was in the midst of higals. The trials came not because he was merely a shepherd

boy looking after the sheep, but because the anointing oil had been poured upon Aikdtead.

calling brought him into the situations. God was wanting a man who would fulfill His purpose.
Therear e many ot her exampl es fdrighinthete brethe swfaceladd s wor
things; dondét have to do nacdandlkevegygompagyof nt o t h
people who walk this way will have to go this wajay the Lord give us sength to take hold of

conflicts by faith, wherever and whenever they come and whichever way they come.
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